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April 7, 2019 
“Jesus Is Our Passover Lamb”, John 19:1-42 
The book of John carefully traces the steps of Jesus as He moves toward the hour of both His 
death and His glory. (See John 2:4, 7:30, 8:20, 2:2, 12:23,27, 17:1.)  In John 19, Jesus is 
sentenced by Pilate, crucified by the Romans at the Jews’ insistence, and buried by Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus in a tomb. What about this story told in all four Gospels is so very 
crucial to our lives today? 
I.  Jesus Is Sentenced.   
Although the Jews accused Jesus of blasphemy (falsely claiming to be God) and sedition 
(inciting others to rebel against their government), Pilate at first disagreed with their accusations 
and made five attempts to release Jesus. When the Jews claimed that Jesus was a threat to 
Caesar (Jn.19:12), Pilate relented and handed Him over for crucifixion.  
II. Jesus Is Crucified and Dies. 
None of the gospels dwell on the physical sufferings of Jesus; the cruelty of the process was 
well known. Jesus’ humiliation was clear to all as He died between two thieves. Yet Jesus’ glory 
shone through even His death in that His own actions in the garden (Jn.18)  and words (spoken 
and unspoken) led him directly into being captured, sentenced, and killed [John 19]. He claimed 
His identity as “Jesus of Nazareth” (Jn.18:4-8), and as a King whose kingdom is not of this world 
because He recognized the source of all power as God Himself (Jn.19:11), not Caesar, Pilate, 
or the Jews (Jn. 19:11).  Even when He shouted, “It is finished” (Jn.19:28), His glory shone 
because the Greek words indicated He had “paid in full” for the sins of all people. In addition, to 
Jesus’ own words, the words of the Old Testament prophets were fulfilled at the time of His 
death, (e.g., riding on a colt, casting lots for his tunic, drinking wine vinegar). 
III. How Does This Story Apply to Us? 
A. Jesus Christ is the sovereign King proclaimed by the crowds, by the Roman soldiers, by 
Pilate, and especially in the Bible itself in Old Testament prophecy and New Testament witness. 
Jesus revealed His glory by His miracles (Jn.2:11) in life and by His complete submission to the 
Father’s will in His death (Mtt. 26:39). May we also submit and obey this Heavenly Father 
whose will includes love and forgiveness for all of His children.  
B. Jesus is innocent.  Everyone else in this story is guilty except Jesus Himself.  We too are 
guilty, selling out our Sovereign, our rightful King…at one time or another. Jesus’ glory shines 
brightly at His death as Col.2:15 proclaims that by His death on the Cross, Christ disarms evil, 
and triumphs over all our sin. 
C. Jesus is our Passover Lamb.  How did the Jewish believers in the Old Testament avoid the 
wrath of God for their sins in Egypt at the first Passover?… Through the sacrifice and blood of a 
lamb on their door posts (Ex.12,Num. 9).  In Jn.19:14, Jesus our true Passover Lamb was 
sentenced by Pilate at the 6th hour (about noon) , the exact time when the traditional passover 
lambs were slaughtered by Jews on the day of the Preparation of the Passover. 
Scripture teaches it and Jesus’ life proves it…that our loving and just God designed Jesus 
Christ’s death from the foundations of the earth to call people to Himself. He knows our sin/our 
guilt and provides the one and only way out….His Son’s death for us. May we turn to Jesus in 
faith for the promise of forgiveness and transformation while we live, and eternal life forever. 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Pilate’s fear of Caesar ultimately led to ordering Jesus’ death.  What real fears might you 
have which might overrule your honest judgment, especially in times of stress? 
2. Jesus did not try to “wiggle out” of His hour of glory even though it meant His death. What 
ways might we “wiggle out” of following His truth? 
3. The truth of Jesus’ identity is is plainly written down in the Bible. Do you read God’s Word and 
study it? How is it a part of your daily life? How would you like it to be? 
4. How would you classify John 19:  horror, romance, a parable, short story, nonfiction? Why? 
5. In what ways is Jesus your Passover Lamb?  What difference does it make? 


