
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich: Sermon Study Guide    

 

4/14/2019 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
““Jesus Is the Fruitful Vine”, John 15:1-8 
 
Jesus teaches his disciples, in his last word pictures before His crucifixion in John 15:1-8, that 
certain principles must be followed to produce fruit on vine branches.  In celebrating our 
church’s second anniversary, we want individually and as a body to drink deeply (through Bible, 
prayer), grow richly (family, community), and share freely (community…missions).  To bear the 
unique, abundant fruit God wishes, Jesus teaches that we must understand three roles: 

I. Jesus’ job is to be the source of life.  
“I am the true vine.” (John 15:1) Jesus is the true and only source of life, vitality, and fruitfulness 
for the branches, individually and for the church (Jn.15: 1,4,5,6) The author’s repetition of this 
idea is necessary because we are so good at forgetting and getting distracted by such life 
issues as: wealth, possessions, hobbies, careers, sports teams, our families, and even church 
activities. 

II. The Father’s job is to ensure the fruitfulness of the vine. 
“My Father is the gardener.” (Jn.15:1) God Himself is the gardener/husbandman/vinedresser 
who tends the vine to keep it healthy with the greatest amount of fruit possible. First he removes 
the fruitless branches (Jn.15:6). Then he surprisingly prunes each branch that does bear fruit so 
that it will bear more (Jn.15:1b). There are times God responds to our obedient fruitfulness by 
taking away. Pruning the shoots and leaves of the branches gives the vine more energy to grow 
and be even more fruitful. It may hurt, but obedience does not necessarily mean comfort.  God 
loves us too much to leave us to our own priorities. In our individual lives and in our church, God 
prunes anything (neutral, good, or bad) which might hinder our fruitfulness for the Kingdom.  

III. Our job is to depend on Jesus as the source of life. 
Jesus tells us eleven times in John 15:1-8 to “remain in the vine” and“remain in me”. Older 
translations use the word “abide” with suggestions of staying in one spot: home. We are to 
recognize, connect with, and depend intimately on Christ as our source of life.  This is the only 
way to bear fruit.  We must focus on the end of the branch connected to the vine, and not on the 
end of the branch where fruit would be located. God acts powerfully when we are pruned of our 
distractions and resting in Him/depending on Him/listening to Him/walking with Him. If we abide 
in Christ as a church body: our fruit will be unique according to His will (not ours); the body of 
believers (Church) will work with Christ at the head and not just a minister; and God will get the 
credit (the glory). The reason we exist as a church and as people…is to glorify God. 
 
Prayer: May we all give God the glory as He produces eternal fruit that comes from abiding 
in/depending on him, and not in our own ability, self discipline, competence, or intelligence. May 
other people find their source of life in Him as we individually and as a church thank, praise, and 
glorify God for His presence and power in our lives, and for all those who will rest in Him. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1.  Have you ever been in a position where you needed to yield for God’s pruning in your life? 
2.  What would it look like for you to lead a life of resting and obeying God? Is it possible? 
3.  If Jesus died to make us new, free, forgiven, and alive, do you experience this daily? Or does 
the Christian life just seem too full of “should’s” and expectations you cannot meet? 
4. We know the identify of the vine & the gardener. Who is the branch & who/what is the fruit? 
5. What does your life look like when you alone are the one to produce fruit?  Examples? 
What does it look like when God produces the fruit?  Examples in your own life or others? 
6. How can your small group work or our church work more like a body together to produce 
fruit?  What are we doing right according to John 15, and what could be improved? 


