
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich: Sermon Study Guide    

 

April 28, 2019 
(More Than Just a Nice Guy Series): Depictions of Jesus in the Book of John 
“Jesus Is the God of New Beginnings”, John 21:1-19 
 

John’s Gospel, about the life and ministry of Jesus, goes beyond Jesus’ death, resurrection, and 
the confirmation of his power over death to his followers (John 20). The author shows us that 
Jesus has one piece of unfinished business…with Peter. Through this encounter with Peter on 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee (John 21), Jesus shows his disciples of all ages how we are to 
live as his followers on this earth. We are to be people of “new beginnings”. 
 

I. Peter’s story: How we get to the place where we need a new beginning. 
A once confident Peter was leader of the twelve disciples, tried to walk on water, was given a 
new name by Jesus from Simon to Peter - meaning “rock”, claimed at the Last Supper that he 
would be willing to lay down his life for Jesus (John 13:37), and fought for Jesus by cutting off 
the soldier’s ear.  After Jesus was arrested, however, Peter’s assurance was undercut with such 
fear that he distanced himself from Jesus and fulfilled Jesus’ prediction that he would deny his 
Savior three times before the cock crowed (Jn. 13:38). The strongest of the disciples failed his 
God. 

II. Three things Jesus did to Peter to give a desperately needed new beginning: 
A.  Jesus takes him back through his moments of failure. 
Every detail of this encounter of Jesus and Peter in John 21 at the Sea of Galilee…reminds us 
of who Peter was supposed to be and how he failed. He was originally called to be Jesus’ 
disciple when he was a fisherman and Jesus helped catch more fish (Luke 5). Around a 
charcoal fire, Peter made the first of his three denials of Jesus. Now in John 21, Jesus reaches 
out to Peter again for healing: with a similar fishing scene, the fire scene, and the three 
repetitions…only now instead of denials, they are affirmations of his love for Jesus.  

B.  Jesus reaffirms his faithfulness. 
Because Jesus was faithful in helping walk Peter through his sins, he could predict that Peter 
would truly glorify God in his future obedience…even in his predicted death. (John 21:18,19) 
Despite Peter’s failures, he would actually lay down his life in faith for his Lord. 

C.  Jesus gives him the simple command to follow him 
Jesus does not tell Peter to fix everything wrong he has done or be prepared for punishment, 
but commands Peter only to follow him (“feed my lambs”,”feed my sheep”. (Jn.21:15-19) 
 

As with Peter, God knows our darkest deeds and thoughts… that we think will cause God not to 
love us. We agonize when our circumstances of life spin us around from strength to weakness.  
We are truly “surprised by joy” when we we expose our failures to him and discover that God 
loves us anyway, and will help us again and again, as we turn to him in belief of his faithfulness, 
and follow him… to become the people he planned and wants us to be. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Has Jesus ever called you back to himself?  Please share your new beginning(s). 
2.  In John 21, Jesus helps Peter actually look at his sins: how he strayed from his original 
calling, and the triple repetition of his questions for affirmation instead of denial. What are the 
benefits of facing (confessing) our specific sins head on with Jesus? 
3. Peter’s role in this story is to jump in the water to get to Jesus, to commit his life to Jesus 
once again in answering the questions, and to obey.  What is Jesus’/God’s part in this story? 
What have you learned about God as you reflect on the entire Gospel of John? 
4.  What is the mission Peter is to obey?  Is it a mission for all believers? What exactly is it? 
5.  Is this grace Jesus extended to Peter a specific gift to Peter, or is it open to us too?  (Check 
out II Samuel 14:14.)  How often do you think God is willing to offer this grace for our broken 
lives? 


