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“Flight Plan,” I’ll Fly Away Series 
 
As an introduction to our new sermon series, “I’ll Fly Away: Longing for our Heavenly Home,” we 
were encouraged to think about Heaven and what it will be like. While we all may have some 
images and perceptions, this series is a study of what the Bible has to say about Heaven. Is it 
all so mysterious or are there answers to our many questions? Well, yes, a little, and yes – 
definitely! So, chart a course to join us for the next several weeks as we learn more about this 
glorious destination Jesus spoke so much about for his beloved. 
    
By the way, since we know we plan to go to heaven – questions and all – why aren’t we 
thinking and talking about it? Here are a few thoughts: 
 

I. What we have heard about Heaven doesn’t excite us. 
Clouds, angels, harps, Saint Peter at the pearly gates…if you associate heaven with images like 
these, it may not seem exciting to you. You might even be thinking it all sounds boring, yet 
beats the alternative, right! That’s okay, be honest! Our journey won’t be any more interesting 
until we start asking the questions! So, let me ask, why aren’t you more excited?  
 

II. We don’t think there’s much in the Bible about Heaven. 
If you’ve been a committed Christian for a while, you may recall only a few verses about what 
Heaven is like. (Surprise!) While the Bible doesn’t answer every question about Heaven, it does 
talk about Heaven a lot. Here’s the numbers: the New Testament mentions Heaven 273 times, 
and 24 out of the 27 New Testament books talk about Heaven – that’s all but 3!   
 

III. Heaven is (just) supposed to be mysterious.  
Maybe you’re okay with the idea we’re NOT supposed to know everything there is to know 
about Heaven, or maybe you’re not!  Either way, it’s true God knows some things are too sacred 
and beyond our understanding on this side of Heaven. (2 Cor. 12:4, 1 Cor. 2:9)   
 
Jesus taught a lot about heaven in his Sermon on the Mount (SOM) and in two NT parables of 
“found treasure” and “purchased pearls.” In these teachings, we notice three things: 

1. The joy of the buyers. The man who found treasure in the field recognized its great 
value and was joyful to sell his possessions for far greater riches. The merchant realizes 
it’s better to sell his other stock to own a single pearl of greater fortune.   

2. Their behavior doesn’t make sense if you don’t know about the treasure. Some 
may feel thinking or talking about Heaven seems obtuse or sullen – that is, if they don’t 
know about the treasure.   

3. Once you know, their behavior is the only thing that makes sense! Once they 
understand the exceeding value they stood to gain, they did whatever to obtain it.   

 
And, so it is with Heaven! Jesus wants you to know its great value -- what it is like and how you 
can know you’ll get there. Afterall, Heaven is what you and I were made for!  
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. What question do you most want answered about heaven from this series? Explain. (i.e. Will 
    there be salt-water fishing in heaven? See Rev. 21:1) 
2. What question do you most want to ask Jesus when you get to heaven? Explain. 
3. Is talking about heaven a hope or a concern for you? Explain. How do we perhaps “under- 
    value” this faith treasure? Why is it important for us to consider Heaven?   
4. Why might some of what God wants us to know about Heaven remain mysterious?   
5. How many Bible verses can you find about heaven; what’s meaningful to you from them?  


