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“Trip Advisory”, II Corinthians 12:1-9 
 

It can be difficult to find a reliable source about what heaven is like.  With so many opinions, 
where do we go for trustworthy information on this topic of where we will live for eternity as 
Christians? 

I. Less than reliable sources on heaven: 
A. Our opinions 
Our opinions are far too small compared to what God has in store for us in heaven. Heaven is 
defined differently among different cultures and religions. We also often tend to pick and choose 
what we like the best and think that must be heaven. Heaven is better than our sources or 
preferences.  
B. Near death experiences 
These many personal experiences show us there is more to life than just this physical world. 
However, we must use caution in trusting these experiences as reliable doctrine because the 
accounts do not always agree with each other and include all people, whether religious or not. 
  

II. There is one reliable source: the Bible 
As Christians, we should allow the Bible to bear more weight than anything else. Especially in 
the New Testament, the Bible is a unique source in describing heaven. 
 

The Bible’s accounts of heaven are reliable because: 
1. The writers of the New Testament had actually seen the resurrection. When the disciples saw 
the resurrected Jesus, they were transformed in their perspective and commitment because 
Jesus actually lived before them in His resurrected body, the same body they would have in the 
future in heaven. 
2. God inspired what the writers of Scripture told about Him. “All scripture is God-breathed..” (II 
Tim.3:16) Just as in II Cor. 12:1-9, God controlled what Paul was allowed to share, God also 
directed the way the other authors wrote about heaven in the Bible. 
3. The two Apostles who wrote the most had seen heaven itself. Paul who wrote half the books 
in the New Testament, and John who wrote John, I II III John, and Revelation, both speak of 
being given a special glimpse of heaven as paradise in II Cor. 12:1-9 and in Revelation. This 
better version of the Garden of Eden is given to us in limited detail in Scripture because God is 
keeping some of the surprise to Himself. He wants it to be the case that “ ‘What no eye has 
seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived’ —the things God has 
prepared for those who love him.” (I Cor. 2:9) 
 

Prayer:  Thank you for our heavenly hope, the comforting promise of eternal life through Jesus 
Christ. Help us to lean into the truth. May we learn more about heaven and alter our lives 
accordingly. May we be the people who live with eternity always in mind. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Do you struggle to read your Bible?  Why or why not? Is it a reliable source of information 

and truth for you? 
2. How might you make reading your Bible a more anticipated time in your relationship with 

Jesus? What could you do to make it easier, or more understandable? 
3. How would a person go about finding out what the Bible says about Heaven? 
4. Read Revelation 21 and 22 aloud as a small group. What does it reveal about Heaven? 
5. Why do people want so much to believe/put their trust in “near death experiences”? 
6. For what possible reasons would God want to hold back on giving us all the details of 

Heaven? 


