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6/02/2019 
Church-wide Baptism at Falls Lake 
“What Baptism Means”, Romans 6:1-5 
 
Today the Perry Creek Church community gathered at the Beaverdam Recreational Area of 
Falls Lake to baptize and celebrate four of our members.  Before the baptisms, Pastor John 
Ulrich reflected on how baptism helps us to live a life of obedience rather than sin, as taught in 
Romans 6:1-5 ….. 
“What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! 
We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. For if we have been united with him like this in 
his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.” 
 

Two reasons that our baptism helps us live in obedience to God rather than to 
sin: 
Scripture teaches us that when we come to Christ, we actually change our identity and are 
joined to/united with him (Rom.6:5.) From God’s perspective, what is Christ’s actually becomes 
ours, e.g.: the Father/Son relationship, His righteousness, access to God, His obedience, His 
inheritance. 
I. Baptism means death.  
We not only share in Christ’s riches, but also in his death. He died..we died. Paul is not talking 
about us dying in our baptism; he is talking about us being baptized into the death of Christ. 
A. We died to the penalty of sin.   
We have all sinned (Rom.3:23), and all deserve the penalty of sin which is death (Rom.6:23). 
However, if we have come to Christ and are joined to him as signified by our baptism, the 
penalty for our sins has already been paid by Christ. 
B. We died to the power of sin 
When we come to Christ as signified by baptism, the "old you”, in God’s eyes, has passed 
away, and we are a new creation with a new identity and a new status (II Cor.5:17). We may still 
sin in this fallen world when we are not yet glorified, but we are dead to the power of sin in our 
lives and no longer obliged to serve it. 
II. Baptism means life. 
Just as baptism identifies us with Christ’s death, it also identifies us with Christ’s life! 
A. We will have life in heaven. As we rise out of the water in baptism, we share in Christ’s 
eternal resurrection life inside of us..so that we are alive to eternity and will go to heaven. 
B. We have new life now. As we come out of the water in baptism, we signify that we have a 
new life in Christ (Rom.6:4). The “new you” has a new motivation and a new ability…to do what 
is right in living a life of obedience to God instead of being chained to sin. Through faith signified 
by baptism, we have died to the penalty and power of sin. Through faith, signified by baptism, 
we become alive to heaven and alive to our new selves! 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What would you say if one of those folks picnicking nearby at Falls Lake today asked you to 
explain what our church was doing in the lake? How clearly and simply could you say it? 
2. What does it mean to you that you are united with Jesus in his death?….in his resurrection? 
3. How has your relationship with sin changed as a baptized believer? Do we lose our ability or 
desire to sin? Does sin now feel out of character to you? What do you now do with sin? How do 
you resist and persevere? How do you get to joyful? 
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4. Do you experience & share the joy of knowing you will be in an eternal relationship with God? 
Or is it just a theological truth in your head? 
5. How have you experienced a “new life” as you have been raised up with a new identity in 
Jesus and no longer a slave to sin?If you have not experienced this, have you seen it in others? 


