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June 9, 2019 
“Destination Paradise”, Revelation 21-22:6 
 
In our journey to heaven as Christians, we leave this broken earth, spend time in Intermediate 
Heaven temporarily out of body and spiritually in the presence of Jesus (see last week’s 
sermon), and then reach our final destination in Eternal Heaven to live with God forever. 
Revelation 21-22:6 gives us glimpses into our Eternal Heaven and shows us how the whole 
story of Scripture fits together in the past, now, and forever. 

 
I. Rejoice! It’s better than you think. 
In the last two chapters of Revelation, John’s vision of Eternal Heaven describes four features:  
(A) We are back on earth as the New Jerusalem is prepared in Intermediate Heaven and then 
returns to earth (Rev. 20:2, Rev. 21:24-26). 
(B) There is more living space. With no more sea (Rev.21:1), land space on earth will 
automatically triple. The Holy City is huge: 1500 miles wide/long/high (Rev. 21:16). 
(C) The earth is no longer cursed. The curse delivered to Adam/Eve/the Serpent/the Earth in 
Genesis 3:17-19, has been reversed (Rev. 22:3a). In Eternal Heaven the nations are healed 
(peace) [Rev. 22:2,24] and we serve God wholeheartedly on His throne (Rev.21:3) as we live in 
harmony with others, ourselves, nature/creation, and Him. 
(D) We are no longer fallen.  Those redeemed by God are going to know real peace with God 
(Rev. 21:3). No sin will enter the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:27) and pain/death/mourning/crying 
will disappear as “the old order of things has passed away” (Rev. 21:4). The new order in 
Eternal heaven without sin is different and better than we could ever imagine (I Cor. 2:9).  

II. Worship! It all fits together. 
Not only should we rejoice when we learn about eternity because the new earth is going to be 
so amazing, but we should also worship because in learning about eternity, we see how God’s 
promises, His works, His Word, all come together in the end fulfillment of all things. It fulfills 
Jesus’ prayer that “thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” It fulfills Communion as the Last 
Supper, then Lord’s Supper, and finally the Wedding Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7) by Jesus’ 
selfless sacrifice giving life to His people. It fulfills the promises of the prophets (Isaiah 11) that 
the earth was meant to hold the knowledge, presence, and love of God. It fulfills the destiny of 
mankind to rule over creation (Gen.1:26) in God’s image, just as God rules over the universe. 
Instead of frustration and futility with sin, renewed mankind in Eternity experiences hope and 
liberation both for creation and for ourselves as children of God (Rom.8:19-21). 
 
This was the plan from the beginning, a story so much bigger than we could ever write: Jesus, 
the only one that could fulfill the destiny of mankind. He alone could rule Earth well. Becoming a 
human (resurrected bodily) allows Him to rule the earth as it should be done. Through HIs 
sacrifice as a man, humans could now be renewed and restored to rule the earth under the 
guidance of King Jesus (Rom. 8:19-21). It is a story of God’s greatness, wisdom, and sacrificial 
love that reaches out in a sinful world for the renewal of the earth and especially the renewal of 
His children. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What glimpses of heaven have you learned from this sermon on Revelation 21-22:6? 
2. What would it look like for you to live here on earth as stewards of God’s creatures? Gen1:28 
3. We are well aware of our shortcomings (Rom.3:23), but what is God’s hope for us in heaven? 
4. Can you tell the “old, old story” in your own words? What is God’s big picture for us? 
5. If we were made to rule the earth like God rules the universe, should we be concerned or 
excited about how we will spend eternity? 
6. Heaven sounds terrific for Christians. Must we wait for death to experience God’s Kingdom? 


