
Perry Creek Church Pastor Darren Pickard: Sermon Study Guide    

6/30/2019 
“The True Nature of Fellowship” (1 John 2:3-11) 
 
Today, our congregation was blessed to hear from Darren Pickard, pastor of Baptist Bible 
Church in Harare, Zimbabwe – a sister church of our congregation here in NC. He and his wife, 
Cassandra are using their time in the U.S. to refresh, renew, and to strengthen the missional 
heartbeat of their thriving, multi-ethnic, mission-minded congregation. Our spirits were  
encouraged as we reflected on the true nature of fellowship with God and one another.   
 
He begins with three realities a church “on mission” must encompass: 1) an acute sense of 
Christ’s redemptive work on our behalf, 2) this translates to a love for God, 3) a love for one 
another.  
 
God, through Jesus, enables us to have fellowship with God and with one another, based 
not on our sinlessness, but on His faithfulness. 
False teachers, called Gnostics, were teaching Christ-followers they could have fellowship with 
God while living however they wanted. John did not mince words as to keep the early church 
from falling victim to such erroneous teachings. He reminded them it is only by the redeeming 
work of Christ that we can know fellowship with God and with each other (v.1-2). To know Christ 
and abide in Him is to walk as he walked (v.6). What we believe must be in harmony with what 
we say and do. 
 
How do we know that we know Him? 

a) It shows up in the way we live. This saving knowledge of Christ’ grace moves us toward 
living a life that is in line with the character and nature of God (his love, humility, and 
kindness (among others). 

b) By keeping His commandments. To keep means to guard or watch as in the case of 
something considered precious. It is a “continual guardianship” of practicing what Jesus 
taught and lived. When this happens, John says, “truly the love of God is perfected in 
us.” (vv. 4-5, paraphrased). Our knowledge of God ought to have ongoing implications in 
our life as a believer (what we say, what we do, how we live, matters).  

c) By loving our brother and sister in Christ. The commandment to love others is both old 
and new. It is the old message as from the Old Testament Law, (Leviticus 19:18) and it 
is a new message with the perspective of Jesus’ sacrificial love for us (John 13:34). It is 
in light of this new radical perspective of selfless love, we are to love others. Love is the 
evidence of one who truly knows God – this message has not changed.   

. 
John’s message is clear, examine your hearts and know: Our knowledge of God ought to have 
ongoing implications in our life as a believer. We can know the extent we love God to the extent 
we obey Him and love others.  
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What about the faith you have received is “precious” to you? (2 Pe. 1:1 NIV):   
2. How does what Jesus did for us help us to love others better than we can do on our own? 
3. Who is Jesus to you – how do you know Him? What’s next (conintuing results)?   
4. How has fellowship with other believers impacted your knowledge of Jesus? In your faith 

walk, who has “washed your feet?”  
5. What might the phrasing, “dear Children” and “brethren” say to you regarding John’s 

pastoral care for this new generation of believers? (Consider urgency, risk, the early Gentile 
churches, etc.). Who are our brothers and sisters to love and care for this week?  


