
Perry Creek Church Pastor John Ulrich: Sermon Study Guide    

 

July 21, 2019 
(Bigger Series):   
“Salvation is of the Lord”, Jonah 3:1-9 
 
We continue in our summer series in the book of Jonah: Unwilling prophet + unpopular 
message + ungodly people + God = Revival. (Huh?) Despite a disobedient prophet and 
resistant people, Salvation is of the Lord! This central truth comforts us and motivates us to do 
what God calls us to do, trusting his grace and purposes are “bigger” than we can imagine.  
 

I. What happened: Ninevites repent!   
a) an unwilling prophet: At this point, Jonah has fled from God only to be tossed in the sea and 
swallowed by a great fish. Jonah prayed to God from the belly of a fish that has carried him for 3 
days. In his mercy, God has the fish release Jonah to dry land – right back where he started. 
b) an unattractive message: Back at square one, the word of the Lord came to Jonah a “second 
time.” This time, Jonah travels the many miles to Nineveh, but he’s still not happy about it. For 3 
days in the city, the message he proclaims is short and direct (not exactly grace-filled). “Forty 
more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” (vv. 2, 4).  
c) an ungodly people: Might we be as abrupt in our delivery to those we’ve judged? The 
Assyrians were a wicked, violent, calloused people – doing heinous acts in the name of war and 
worship of their false gods. They were arrogant, proud, and resistant people!  
d) But, God!  Even though the Ninevites were the last people you’d expect to do so, they 
surprisingly responded to Jonah’s message. The people repented and the king issued a decree 
that all give up their evil ways, and (in Ancient Near East ritual), cover themselves and their 
animals in sackcloth. While they did not change to the point of practicing Jewish laws or ways, 
they did truly repent (change) in their hearts from their evil acts. God relented! 
 

II. Why it happened: Salvation is of the Lord! 
The Ninevites whole-hearted response is shocking! How did such a result occur? While maybe 
the Lord used “natural” things to prepare their hearts and minds (being at a weak point of power 
in history, with aroused superstition from an extended famine and solar eclipse, and, Jonah 
himself.). A man, walking and talking among them, after surviving three days inside a great fish 
was a “prophetic sign” not likely lost on a people who knew their ways were evil. Yet, the true 
explanation is the real message of Jonah – that “Salvation is of the Lord!. Only by God’s 
supernatural power of love, grace, and mercy can one repent and yield His “bigger” purposes. 
   

III. What it means for us: God still opens the hearts of resistant people. 
We all have these people in our lives who we love but remain painfully resistant to God. Know 
this, don’t give up! Always be looking and asking where God wants you to actively participate in 
what he is already doing. Be mindful of those He has placed on your heart (either here or 
elsewhere) and see how God is equipping you for such a task. When it is God’s calling, we can 
pursue it without fear because… He still opens hearts… and He’s bigger! 
  
Discussion Questions: 
1. What character of God is most displayed in his dealings with Ninevah? Explain. 
2. How might Ninevah’s surprise reversal inspire new prayers (or attitudes) toward an individual 
or situation you may find despairing at this time? 
3. After Jonah’s message, Nineveh’s response was repentance. How has God’s words effected 
your behaviors this week? 
4. Since salvation is of the Lord, what does it matter whether we follow God’s call fearlessly or 
try to ignore it like Jonah? 
5. What has God done in your life lately to open your eyes to a “bigger” understanding of Him?  


