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September 1, 2019 
(Different Series): A Study of the Ten Commandments 
“Different Families”, Exodus 20:12-14 
 
The Ten Commandments are God’s good instructions he lovingly gave to His people to live 
“different” lives. This Sunday, we look at commandments 5, 6, and 7 where God calls us to 
honor the family. A healthy family is the easiest place for us to develop the differences in 
character and lifestyle that God wants for his people…a standard that is good for us! 
 
I. Commandment Five: Honor your Parents (Exodus 20:12) 
a) The commandment is honor: Though we often exchange “honor” for “obey” in this context, 
those two words do not mean exactly the same thing all the time. God chose honor to give it the 
“weightiness” it deserves. The expression of honor changes throughout our lifetime. When living 
in our parents’ household, honor may mean to obey, yet once on our own, honor may mean to 
value their advice, or to treat with dignity when they need assisting care.  
b) This commandment is foundational, or the basis, for other commands (not to steal, not to kill, 
not to commit adultery, not to lie, not to covet). Just as the vertical commands were relational to 
God, the horizontal commands are relational to others, so it is foundational in terms of society 
and family. It’s within the family we can learn the values God calls us to have (i.e. love, trust, 
forgiveness, problem-solving, respect, etc.). If the family is right, a lot of other things can go 
wrong, and we’ll still be Ok.    
c) This commandment contains a promise. The original promise was to Israel about the Land, 
but for us, God promises “generational” blessings (Eph. 6:1-3). Stable families, those whose 
children honor their parents from generation to generation, produce stable societies that endure.  
 
II. Commandment Six: Honor Human Life. (Exodus 20:13) 
While its placement within the “family” commands is unclear, this commandment clearly applies 
to murder and manslaughter. It is not a basis for debates regarding the killing of animals, war, 
or capital punishment, but rather the basis that God values human life. 
 
III. Command Seven: Honor Marriage (Exodus 20:14) 
While both adultery (sleeping with someone who was married) and fornication (sleeping with 
someone before marriage) were prohibited by the Law, adultery was punished more severely 
because it involved the destruction of an existing family. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
expanded upon this command for us to understand that “the sin” doesn’t start with the physical 
act, but when we lust (in the heart). (Matt. 5:27-28) Thus, sex is reserved for Marriage. 
 
God’s standard calls us to be different – not for us to judge -- but because His plan is good for 
us. Family is a good place… the first place… the easiest place… to develop the differences in 
character and conduct that God wants his people to have. By his grace, we will be different. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. How is the command to honor our parents different than to obey them?    
2. At your life stage, what does honoring your parents look like (even if they are deceased)? 
3. As parents, how can we teach our children well to ensure generational blessings? What is 
    the cost of ignoring this command? 
4. What family characteristic might you admire most from your particular upbringing? How did 
    this characteristic develop? 
5. How is the NT command “not to lust” more exact (strict) than the OT command not to 
    commit adultery?  


