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September 8, 2019 
“Different Neighbors”, Exodus 20:15-17 
 
The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) were given by an infinitely good God for the 
ultimate good of His people in all ages of time. Commandments 1-4 point vertically toward 
honoring the Lord God. Commandments 5-10 point horizontally toward how to live with each 
other. The last commandment (Exodus 20:15-17) intentionally tells God’s people not to ignore 
His goodness with attitudes and actions of ungodly discontent, but to turn to the continuous 
grace of the Gospel - embracing Jesus Christ whose death and resurrection can redeem us 
from slavery to sin. As a result of our turning to God, His transforming love and power, through 
His Spirit, will help us to love our Lord, ourselves, and others more. The normal Christian life is 
both vertical and horizontal. 
 
I. Commandment 8: Don’t steal your neighbor’s stuff.  (Exodus 20:15) 
Stealing is taking something that does not belong to you without permission, and it hurts your 
neighbor. Although most of us do not steal, we are tempted to take things that do not belong to 
us through subtle means, e.g.: bending tax rules, hiding things from insurance companies and 
creditors, or cutting back on tithes for self seeking reasons. (See Malachi 3:8-10). 
 
II. Commandment 9: Don’t lie about your neighbor. (Exodus 20:9) 
As a special example of lying, God chooses giving “false testimony” in court because the 
testimony of witnesses was very important at that time to convict or free people. Christians are 
to be people of the truth, with God forbidding any form or implication of lying. See Lev. 19:11, 
Proverbs 12:22, Colossians 3:9. 
 
III. Commandment 10: You shall not covet [your neighbor’s family or 
belongings](Ex.20:17) 
Covetousness, simply meaning “to desire or wish to take pleasure in something”, is not wrong in 
and of itself. However, God warns us not to covet what He has provided for others (our 
“neighbors”).  This sin would reveal an ungodly discontent deep within ourselves for what God 
actually wants and provides for us. It ignores the goodness of God. 
 
Our obedience to God’s commandments is an exercise in trusting God, having faith in God that 
He intends good for us, and living our daily lives with others as we turn to His spirit for Truth and 
power. May we as Christians be different with our neighbors - overflowing with graciousness 
and encouragement as God has done so bountifully for each of us. 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What are you taking that isn’t yours? What are you withholding that you should be sharing? 
2. Do we shade the truth? Do we withhold the truth? Is your witness sound? 
3. How would you differentiate the fine line between a healthy desire and covetousness? 
4. Is coveting the “mother of all sins”? Do the breaking of commandments 6-9 stem from 10? 
5. If we try to be different by inviting that difficult neighbor to worship with us, should it matter to 
us what that difficult neighbor’s reaction to our invitation is? 
6. Do you picture these 10 commandments as coming from a God of wrath and judgment or 
from a God of love and forgiveness? Or both? Can you separate the Lord God from your own 
earthly father? 
7. How exactly is God good to you as an imperfect person? How is He good in this broken world 
around us? 


