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6/23/2019 
(I’ll Fly Away Series): Longing for Our Heavenly Home 
“Got Your Passport?” 
 

In this sermon series on heaven, we have seen glimpses of what God has planned for us after 
we die: providing intermediate heaven, eternal heaven, and heavenly rewards. Now we look at a 
more basic question, “Is there a way we can be sure that we are going to heaven?” The Bible, 
especially through Jesus’ words, is quite clear in its answer: Our committed faith in Jesus Christ 
is our passport, our way to heaven, our credential identifying us as believers. “Whoever believes 
in the Son has eternal life…” (John 3:36) 
 

I. Why we need to be sure: Because there is another destination. 
Hell and final judgement are visualized by Daniel (12:2), presented by all the New Testament 
writers, and taught frequently by Jesus who judges whether we go to heaven or hell (John 5:21-
23). Jesus’ judgment has negative consequences, but it will be FAIR because everyone is 
judged (Rom. 14:11), there are levels of punishment in hell (Mtt. 11:20-24), and His judgement 
takes everything into account: our actions/deeds (Rom. 2:6), our motives (I Cor. 4:5), and our 
equalized circumstances (Mtt. 11:20-24). 

 

II. How to be sure: Place your trust in Christ.  
Although we need to pay attention to our words, our actions, and our motives, these only 
determine our rewards in heaven.  Our key to entering heaven is clear: “For God so loved the 
world that He gave his one, and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” (John 3:16) As sinful people (Rom.3:23), we all fall short of God’s perfection and 
could never have an earthly or eternal relationship with Him by our own efforts. This relationship 
with God is given to us only through our trust in Jesus who actually lived the perfect life we were 
created to live and took our sins upon Himself at the Cross. 
 

III. If you are still not sure: 3 suggestions. 
We choose, by our belief or unbelief in Christ, between heaven (God’s continual presence) and 
hell (God’s ultimate wrath) [John 3:36]. If we continue to wrestle with our assurance of heaven, 
we might (1) talk about it first with God and then with other believers, (2) allow faith/hope/trust in 
Jesus to come before feelings which are the fruit (not source) of faith. Our feelings ebb and flow 
in our relationship with God but God’s love never changes. (3) We need to look to the present 
(not to the past).  Do we believe in Jesus right now?  If so, then belief happened some time in 
the past even if we cannot identify the specific time. 
 

PRAYER:  Through our faith in Jesus, may we be assured and celebrate that we are bound for 
heaven.  Thanks to God that through His Son’s life and death we can now have a daily 
relationship with Him which moment by moment transforms us into the image of Jesus Christ for 
now on earth and later for eternity in heaven.  
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Are you sure of your salvation?  Do you have your passport? Why or why not? 
2. Have you ever doubted your salvation (leading to heaven)? Please share. 
3. Is there really only one way to heaven??? 
4. How would believing in levels of reward in heaven and levels of punishment in hell affect 

your daily life?  Does it? 
5. If Satan’s  goal is to take us out of the game leading to heaven, or keep us from getting on 

the plane to heaven, are we hopeful or hopeless? Check out John 10: 7-18. 
6. James teaches that even the demons believe in God (James 2:19).  Will they be in heaven? 


