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If ever there were a nation that exemplifies Hope in Jesus, it’s China. Now it may sound strange 
for me to say that because the Chinese government has always had a combative relationship 
with Christianity. From the 1700’s, when they executed some citizens for converting to 
Christianity, to the Boxer Rebellion in 1900, in which 239 missionaries and 36,000 Chinese 
Christians were executed for their faith, to September of this year, when the Communist 
government started a new crackdown on Christians, bulldozing churches, burning Bibles and 
replacing portraits of Jesus with Posters of President Xi Jinpeng, the Chinese Government has 
rarely been a supporter of Christianity. But I have to tell you today China is a place of Hope in 
Jesus, and the gospel is exploding in China! In the year 1900, after about 100 years of 
challenging missionary work, there were approximately 100,000 Christians in China. 50 years 
later the number had grown to one million protestants and about three million Catholics. Then 
came the cultural revolution. All missionaries were expelled from China, and the government 
started an all-out campaign to eradicate Christianity. 30 years later, the Communists counted to 
survey their handiwork and found, much to their chagrin, that the number of Christians had 
grown from four million to forty million. 
 
Throughout history, the Church has never seen anything like the numerical growth it has seen 
in China in the last few decades. So that, I don’t know if you know this, but there are now more 
Christians in China than there are Communist Party Members, over 100 million! In 2025, China 
will have more protestants than any country, and in 2030 researchers estimate that China will 
become the largest Christian nation on the planet. China is finding Hope in Christ. 
 
Hope is what we want to talk about today. Today we are starting a new series called “A Savior 
for All Nations.” This is a series that will run throughout the Christmas Season. It’s not exactly a 
Christmas Series. It’s actually an Advent Series. Many of you are familiar with Advent. You may 
have grown up with Advent candles and an Advent wreath in your church and be familiar with 
it. But for those of you who aren’t, let me introduce you to this wonderful Christian tradition. 
Advent is a season, four Sundays plus Christmas Eve, when we anticipate and expectantly wait 
for the coming of Jesus, both his first coming which we will celebrate on Christmas Eve and his 
second coming which we wait for every day. As we wait for Jesus’ coming in Advent, we take 
time to celebrate four things he brings to our lives: Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. Each week of 
Advent we will look at a different virtue that Jesus’ coming, both his first coming and his second 
coming brings to us and our world. 
 
We’re going to start today with the virtue of Hope. Hope is something that we all need. How 
many of you could us a little bit of hope? That’s especially true during the Holidays. The days 
are getting shorter and darker and colder. Some of us are just on the go until we’re worn out. 
Sometimes people are celebrating around us, but we just don’t feel it. Maybe the Holidays 



remind us of someone we’ve lost or maybe we are experiencing a loss right now, and we could 
just use some hope. 
 
Well, Christians are to be people of hope. Today we are going to talk about “Christian Hope,” 
the kind of hope that we look forward to in the coming of Christ. As we talk about Christian 
Hope, we are going to look at four things: 
1. God’s wish for us to have hope.  
2. The object of our Christian hope. What we hope in. 
3. The basis for our Christian Hope. Why we hope. 
4. The Result of our Hope. How hope makes a difference in our lives. 
 
We’ll talk about these four things. There is one thing about our sermon that is going to be 
unusual. I’m not going to have one key passage that we walk through today. This is what we 
might call a topical sermon. Try not to pass out! But as I studied this topic of hope, I saw that it 
was way bigger than one passage! It’s all over the Bible!  So today we’ll look at several 
references rather than just one. So if you like to follow along in your Bibles, loosen those 
thumbs up! We’re going to go quick! 
 
We will start today just by reading one passage about Hope. This comes from Romans 15, 
where Paul ends the body of his letter to the Romans. Paul has been quoting several Old 
Testament verses to this mixed Jewish-Gentile church to show them that it has always been 
God’s plan to call Gentile nations, like China and America, to himself when he says this: 
 
And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, and the one who rises to rule over the 
Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”  
- Romans 15:12 
 
Then Paul gives the Romans this benediction:  
 
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you believe in him, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
- Romans 15:13 
 
Today we are going to see four things about Christian Hope, four principles about Hope, about 
God’s wish for hope, the object of hope, the basis for hope and the result of hope. Four 
principles, each one will have a positive and a negative aspect to it. The first principle is this: 
 
  



God wants you to live in hope (not despair) 
 
God wants you to live your life to go through your weeks and months and years, not in despair 
or fear or worry, but in hope. God wants you to live in hope. That’s our first principle. 
 
Now before we launch into details about the object and source and result of Christian Hope, we 
should probably just define it. So here’s the way I would define Christian Hope: Christian Hope 
is the expectation of a favorable future under God’s direction. That’s what Christian hope is. 
There’s an expectation. It relates to the future, and God is all over it! As we go along here, we’ll 
see that Christian hope is different from what the world would call hope in its object and basis 
and results. Christian hope is the expectation of a favorable future under God’s direction. We 
all need hope. We all need hope. Someone has said “Man can live 40 days without food, 3 days 
without water, 8 minutes without air, but you can’t live 5 seconds without Hope.” We need 
hope.  
 
Victor Frankl was a neurologist from Vienna in the 1940’s, who survived the Jewish Holocaust. 
He was imprisoned at both Auschwitz and Dachau, and he wrote about his experiences in a 
book called “Man’s Search for Meaning.” One of the things he was most insistent about was the 
need for hope. He said whenever a prisoner in those death camps lost hope, it wouldn’t be long 
until his spirit would break and his body would give up and he would die. He wrote about one 
prisoner who had a dream that the war was going to end on March 30th. He set his hopes 
completely on that date. When it came and went and the war was still on, Frankl said the man 
just gave up and died on March 31st. He lost hope. As human beings, we need hope. 
 
Well, the good news is that God desires, not just for his people to have hope, but he desires for 
us to have abundant hope, overflowing hope! Look at the passage that we read a minute ago in 
the introduction. This passage comes from Romans 15. Paul, the writer of Romans, is quoting 
the Old Testament. Look at what he says in verse 12: 
 
And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, and the one who rises to rule over the 
Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”  
- Romans 15:12 
 
In other words, this guy called “the root of Jesse” (that’s a theological name for Jesus) is going 
to come, and he’s going to rule over the Gentile nations. Then look what will happen: “in him 
will the Gentiles hope.”  In other words, people from all nations, not just Israel, not just 
Samaria, not just nations in the Middle East, but Nations like America, and Nigeria, and the 
Philippines and China, people from all nations will find hope in Jesus. Then Paul gives us a 
benediction, God’s wish for all his people: 
 
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you believe in him, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
- Romans 15:13 
 



No matter who you are, no matter where you’re at, no matter what’s going on in your life, 
whether you are facing financial pressures or health concerns or whether you’re battling 
addiction or trying to save a crumbling marriage, no matter who you are, God has hope for you. 
He doesn’t just want you to live in hope. He wants you to abound in hope! That word “abound” 
means “to have more than you expected or need.” The idea is that God just gives you so much 
hope you have some to share! 
 
It’s like Amish Friendship Bread, if you’ve ever had that! Someone gives you a little bit to start, 
and then you add some flour and sugar and then the stuff just starts growing. It doubles every 
time you look at it! Soon you have to make new friends just to get rid of the bread, because you 
have so much more than you ever thought you would. It’s abundant bread! Paul is saying God, 
the God of all Hope, wants you to have that kind of Hope in your life. Abundant hope! He wants 
you to have enough to share! 
 
So Principle (1) is God wants you to live in hope (not despair). That’s a little bit about God’s wish 
for hope. Now the second point relates to the object of hope, and it’s this: 
  



Christian Hope is in Jesus (not in circumstances or people) 
 
We don’t place our ultimate hope in circumstances. Now don’t get me wrong. We believe that 
God can work through your circumstances, and we preach that on a regular basis. We believe 
God guides his people into certain circumstances. We believe that God intervenes in our 
circumstances, when we pray. We believe he can heal. We believe that he can provide. God 
invites his people to bring their circumstances to him. Paul says “My God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in Glory in Christ Jesus.” We believe that God can work through our 
circumstances. 
 
Our hope cannot be in our circumstances. We live in a broken world, and circumstances will 
ultimately fail us! They always break down in the end. Some people place their hope in the 
circumstance of good health. They do everything they can to take care of their body. It’s great 
to be healthy! But listen, everyone eventually reaches a point where their health fails! We can’t 
put our hope in health. Some people put their hope in technology. They think it’s going to make 
our life more and more convenient, and that we’ll be happy because of that. Well, we live in the 
most technologically advanced culture ever. Are we actually any happier because of it? Or are 
we more stressed out? We can’t put our hope in technology. Some people put their hope in 
government: Put the right political party in charge, and everything’s going to be OK. How’s that 
working out? I voted in the last election. I definitely voted, but my hope is not in government! A 
lot of people put their hope in money or possessions, but all of that can change in a heartbeat! 
We can’t put our hope in it! 
 
A few weeks ago, I saw a news story that said that New York city taxi cab drivers have 
committed suicide at an alarming rate this year. Apparently, to drive a cab in New York you 
have to have a medallion. There is a very limited number of these medallions, and they have 
been worth a fortune. Some people paid a million dollars for these taxi medallions. They could 
use them as collateral. They could sell them for a fortune, when they retired. Many people put 
all their financial hopes in a taxi medallion. Then along came Uber and now these medallions 
have lost 80% of their value. Many taxi drivers have lost everything, so they’re taking their lives. 
 
My point is just this: Our hope cannot be in circumstances. Our hope can’t be in people. God 
may have put amazing people in our lives. Maybe you have a spouse that is just very easy to 
love and you have a great relationship. Maybe God has blessed you with a friend that really 
understands you. Maybe God has given you a wise Mentor to invest in you and help guide you. 
Those things are all wonderful blessings, and we should enjoy them to the fullest. 
 
But our hope cannot be in people. Even the most godly people with the best of intentions can 
disappoint us or fail us or even leave us. If you remember the story of Jesus as devoted as his 
disciples were, all but one of them left him at his trial and crucifixion, even Paul the guy that 
wrote Romans. He faced a time when he was on trial for his life, and he said “At my first 
defense, no one came to support me.” People can fail us. 
 



Now my point with all this is not to spread doom and gloom in my sermon on hope! God may 
provide you with wonderful circumstances in your life and wonderful relationships. If he does 
that, enjoy it, lean into it, ask God for that. But our hope cannot ultimately be in circumstances 
and people. That’s not what the Bible is talking about when it talks about Hope. In fact in 1 
Corinthians 15 Paul, the guy who wrote Romans, said this: 
 
If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men 
- 1 Corinthians 15:19 
 
What Paul is saying there is that we have to have a hope that goes beyond this world. 
Christianity is not going to fix everything in the here and now. In fact, sometimes it makes your 
life more difficult. God sometimes calls us to stand for him in difficult moments and even to 
suffer for him. So our hope cannot be in the people and the circumstances of this world. 
 
So what is our hope actually in? It’s in Christ. It’s in the coming of his Kingdom, his rule, his reign 
over the earth. Our hope is not in a person. It’s in THE person (second person of the Trinity!). 
Our hope is not in a change of circumstances. It’s in THE change of circumstances. Our hope is 
in Christ’s coming! 
 
I took time this week to read all the verses where the New Testament talks about Hope and I 
found out there are a lot! Hope is mentioned almost a hundred times in the New Testament! I 
looked to see “What exactly does the Bible say Christians are to hope for?” It was very 
interesting. The New Testament never uses the word hope with regard to money or health or 
pleasant circumstances in the here and now. Instead, here’s what it says we are to hope for:  
 

• Romans 5 tells us we hope for the day when God’s glory will be fully revealed.  
• Romans 8 tells us we hope for creation to be released from its brokenness, it’s bondage to 

decay and futility.  
• Galatians 5 tells us we hope for real righteousness, for that moment when we no longer 

struggle with sin, that moment where we can trust each other, that moment where we no 
longer battle with addiction, or selfishness, or hiding the truth. 

• Titus 3 tells us we hope for the appearing of our Great God and Savior Jesus.  
• John tells us we hope for Jesus’ return, because when we see him wars will cease. He will 

wipe every tear from our eye no more death, or crying, or pain. He will make all things 
new and we’re going to be just like him. 

 
That’s what we’re hoping for. Jesus’ coming! It’s a really big hope! Just like Romans 15 says, the 
reason that the nations celebrate Christ and find hope in him in this advent season is not that a 
baby was born in humble circumstances that elicit our compassion. The reason the nations find 
hope is that a conquering King was born, whose victory is so great so massive that it swallows 
up earthly concerns! It’s not that we don’t care about earthly circumstances. It’s not that God 
doesn’t care about them. He’s active in them! Working for our good. Circumstances don’t 
master us, because we are about to experience a huge victory that has already been won, a 
victory that dwarfs all other concerns. 



 
(1) God wants you to live in hope (not despair). (2) Christian hope is in Christ (not in 
circumstances or people), and now the third thing we need to know about Christian hope is 
this: 
  



3. The Basis of Christian Hope is the Resurrection (not wishful thinking) 
 
This point relates to the certainty of Hope! This is another thing that we really need to 
understand, if we are going to understand Christian Hope and how it’s different from the way 
most people think about hope. 
 
Often times when people talk about hope, what they are really talking about is just wishful 
thinking. When we think of hope, we think of phrases like “look for the silver lining” or “see the 
cup as half-full.” We think of things like Orphan Annie singing “the sun will come out 
tomorrow!” When I think of that kind of hope, wishful thinking, I have to say there is one image 
that comes to my mind, so it’s confession time: Let’s take a poll here how many of you would 
be honest enough to admit that you have seen the movie “Dumb and Dumber?” I don’t 
recommend it, but Jim Cary plays this really dumb, really poor, really undesirable character who 
develops a crush on a classy, rich girl. At one point, he says to her “What are the chances that a 
girl like you would go out on a date with a guy like me?” She says “to be honest, not good.” He 
says “like 100 to 1 not good?” She says “more like a million to one.” He pauses. He lets it soak 
in, and he says “So you’re telling me there’s still a chance!” By the way, that’s how I got Kelley!  
Just kidding! That’s what some people think of hope. They think it’s just wishful thinking. It’s 
ignoring reality, like it’s a kite that lifts our spirits up! 
 
That’s not what Christian Hope is at all. Christian hope is not a kite that lifts our spirits up. The 
Bible calls it an anchor. Look what Hebrews says about hope: 
 
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, sure and steadfast. 
- Hebrews 6:19 
 
Does that sound like wishful thinking to you? Is that ignoring reality? No. If you think of an 
anchor on a boat or ship, the anchor is the one point of certainty. It’s the one point that doesn’t 
move on a ship. The boat may drift in circles around that anchor. It may go up or down as it 
adjusts to the current or tide around it, but the anchor is steadfast. 
 
That’s what Christian Hope is. It’s not wishful thinking or optimism or a general sense that 
things will get better. It’s an anchor. It’s a certainty. I’ve always heard that from preachers, but I 
never really understood why. Then as I was studying I realized “The reason that the New 
Testament calls Christian Hope a certainty is that it is based on the Resurrection of Jesus.” The 
resurrection of Jesus was an absolute certainty to the writers of the New Testament. 
 
The Apostles had seen the resurrected Christ with their own eyes. He didn’t just appear to them 
like some ghost. They had literally touched the nail-prints in his hands. They had spoken with 
him. They had eaten a meal with him. He appeared to many, many others. Paul mentions in 1 
Corinthians that he appeared to over 500 people at once. The one thing these guys knew, the 
one anchor point in their lives, the one indisputable piece of reality they had was that Christ 
had been raised from the dead. 
 



It made their future hope secure, because the fact that Jesus had been raised from the dead 
meant one thing: the resurrection had already begun. Jesus is called “The first fruits of the 
resurrection.” When you have a farm or garden and you pick your first tomato, you can debate 
the quality of the harvest or the size of the harvest but one thing is for sure: The harvest is 
coming! You know that, because it’s already started. 
 
Jesus’ resurrection is the anchor point of our hope. It makes it secure. It tethers it to reality. His 
resurrection assures us that death really will be overcome. It assures us that creation really will 
be restored. It guarantees that God has won, not just the day or the battle, but the war! The 
resurrection does more than speak to that one issue. It speaks to every struggle in our lives. It 
speaks to marriages that seem beyond repair to financial problems that we can’t see our way 
through to medical diagnoses that fill us with fear. It speaks to every problem we face, because 
the resurrection teaches us that God is at work even in the darkest of times. He’s at work in the 
midst of your strained relationships, in the midst of the injustice you are facing at work in your 
need he’s there. The crucifixion of Jesus was the darkest, most hopeless hour that humanity has 
ever faced, hands down. It was also the foundation for the resurrection. No death, no 
resurrection. So that darkest hour was also the hour when God accomplished the most good. 
The resurrection shows us that he’s at work in our dark hours as well. 
 
The basis of our hope is the resurrection. So (1) God want us to live in hope (not despair), (2) 
Our hope is in Jesus (not circumstances or people), and (3) The basis of our hope is the 
resurrection (not wishful thinking). Now one last point about Christian Hope: 
  



The Result of Christian Hope is Generous Ministry (not inactivity) 
 
This speaks to the result the outcome the fruit of Christian Hope. It is not inactivity, but 
generous ministry. I mention this, because some people think that if Christians have their hope 
firmly set on Christ’s coming, if our true hope is in his future kingdom, then they think that we 
won’t really help others and help the situation in the here and now. You may have heard some 
people say that “Christians are so heavenly minded that they are of no earthly good.” 
 
Some people think that way. I can remember in 1989 I was listening to an interview. Don 
Henley, the drummer of band the Eagles, came out with a song called “the end of the 
innocence.” In the interview, he specifically blamed Christians and said because we believe in 
resurrection and an afterlife we don’t help people and we don’t help the environment in the 
here and now. He said our future hope makes things worse! 
 
I can see why Don Henley might think that might be the case. I think there have been some 
Christians who have acted that way. That’s a misunderstanding of the result of Christian Hope. 
In reality, Christian hope should have the opposite effect. It should result in more generosity, 
not less. Let me show you one last verse about Hope. Look at what Paul says about hope and 
ministry:  
 
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 
generous and willing to share. 
- 1 Timothy 6:17-18 
 
That’s the effect that true future hope should have. It should make us more generous with our 
resources in the here and now. Because our hope isn’t in having the biggest pile of stuff, we can 
share. It should make us more compassionate toward those who are without hope. That’s the 
way Christian Hope was meant to work. There’s a reason that most of the hospitals in the world 
were started by Christians. There’s a reason that this the most generous time of year has 
Christian origins! Christian Hope should result in generous ministry. 
 
That’s the way it should work with us. We should be generous eager to do good eager to share. 
We live in a world in a society where people are burdened down with cares. They are 
concerned about their future many are wondering how they are going to make it many are 
without hope. They’re like sheep without a shepherd. Let’s share the hope of the Gospel a hope 
pointed at Christ, and his Kingdom a hope based on the Resurrection with them. 




