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John 6:16-24 
 
He is the Writer of Faith Stories. He is the Author of Circumstances that Require a Faith 
Response. He is the Composer of Situations that leave us wondering what’s going on. When 
someone publishes writing, there are two main parts to getting things done - the creation of 
the story or story line and then finishing the process of writing.  
 
Everybody likes a good story, where the intro grabs your attention, the characters are 
developed and add meaning to the larger story. The story presents a major crisis or problem 
and creates a tension that leaves the outcome hanging in the balance before it’s resolved and 
reveals the meaning of the story. What about seeing things from The Faith Writer’s 
perspective? What will your story look like in 2019? Will you look at things from your 
perspective or from Jesus’ perspective?   
 
He comes to us in tough circumstances 
 
When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a boat and set off 
across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. A strong 
wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. When they had rowed about three or four 
miles,[a] they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water 
- John 6:16-19a 
 
What are tough circumstances? Situations where you feel like you’re on a treadmill, working 
and straining to make progress and feel like you’re getting nowhere, situations where you’re 
not in control or feel like you’re losing control or can’t do anything to fix it. The bottom line is 
it’s about control. At times, I believe God allows or creates circumstances that shatter the 
illusion of control or the illusion that if we just work hard enough or come up with the right 
strategy we’ll be able to fix someone or something. 
 
By the way, does it really matter if God allows or creates tough circumstances? My contention 
is that it doesn’t, because if you think it matters you’re really wrestling with control. If He is 
truly the creator and sustainer of the universe who knows what’s best, then it doesn’t matter. If 
He is truly capable working all things together for good to them that love Him and are called 
acdg to His purpose, then it doesn’t matter. If someone chooses not to live under His authority, 
it doesn’t matter. That person can’t expect to have it both ways. Beyond that, the question that 
I hope you’re willing to consider, What could the writer/author/composer be seeking to 
accomplish?   
 
Basically, they were in the dark without Jesus. That’s bad enough in and of itself. Jesus just fed 
5,000 and collected the leftovers for the disciples from five loaves and two fish, so coming off a 
high. It’s interesting to note: with immediacy/urgency, he compelled them to get into the boat 



and go ahead of Him to the other side. So they do as Jesus instructs and get into some rough 
waters. I thought things were supposed to go smoothly if I’m trying to let God and Jesus be 
involved in my life?? 
 
Jesus praying on the mountain. Boat a long distance from land, 3 to 3.5 miles of 6-7 wide; long 
way in a boat with oars, battered by the waves and contrary winds; 4th watch of the night (3-6 
AM); sleepless, draining night; seeing them straining at the oars OR harassed in rowing; middle 
of the sea/lake; THEY WERE IN THE MIDDLE OF IT 
 
We often respond with fear rather than faith 
 
and they were frightened. 
- John 6:19b 
 
Accordingto one commentator: “The tenses in these verses are very graphic, vividly preserving 
the emotions of the disciples.” Mark and Matthew record a little more detail regarding what 
happens next. “When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It 
is a ghost!” Adn they cried out in fear.” 
 
Is your initial response to tough circumstances more like why is this happening or God, would 
you please fix this, it’s messing things up, I don’t have time to deal with this right now OR God, 
what are you up to here? What are you trying to teach me? How would like to bring good out of 
this situation? My perspective or the Writer’s?   
 
Why? Because things don’t make sense to us. God doesn’t respond to our situation the way we 
expect, anticipate or prefer. But He shows up. Here in John, fifth attesting miracle to who Jesus 
is. Earlier in the Gospel of Mark another instance is recorded where Jesus is in the boat with the 
disciples and He calms the sea, displaying His power over nature; here, He suspends one of the 
laws of nature, gravity. He comes to them walking on the water. The disciples are terrified.   
 
He reveals Himself and creates a crisis of faith 
 
But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.”  
- John 6:20 
 
Jesus shows up and reveals Himself. Creates a crisis of faith. Simple commands or instructions 
that create a crisis of faith/belief; am I going to trust God/Jesus?  
2:7-8—Servants; 4:7, 16—Sam woman; 5:6, 9—Man ill for 38 years; 6:5, 10—disciples; Notice 
that Jesus is no respecter of persons.  
 
What’s really interesting here is what Jesus specifically says when He reveals Himself? Ego 
eimi—it’s the same emphatic construction that He uses in Hi other “I am” statements. This is 
the closest thing we have in the Greek to JHWH in the Hebrew. This is definitely one of those 



drop the mic moments. Crisis of faith—do we believe in Him and trust Him? The disciples chose 
to do that. 
 
We can receive Him and have our faith actuated 
 
Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore 
where they were heading. 
- John 6:21 
 
John uses an important phrase: “They were willing to receive Him.” In the middle of their 
turmoil and fear, they were willing to receive Him. In most sports, as well as in life, where you 
look is extremely important. In basketball, you have to read with your eyes all the time if you’re 
going to play well. Where is the defense? Where are your teammates? When shooting, you 
have to keep your eyes on the rim to give yourself the best chance of making it in the middle of 
all kinds of stuff. Get your eyes off of yourself and your circumstances and get them on Jesus. 
That’s kind of what Jesus is saying “Eyes on me!” The sixth miracle is the storm subsides and 
boat immediately lands.  
 
He continues composing to call out genuine faith 
 
The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized that only one 
boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but that they had gone 
away alone. Then some boats from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten 
the bread after the Lord had given thanks. Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his 
disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 
- John 6:22-24 
 
They were seeking Jesus but not necessarily for the right reasons. Jesus was setting things up  
 
What’s your Faith story going to look like in the days ahead? In 2019? Have you started your 
faith journey with Jesus? Where are you struggling and straining to maintain control?  
 
Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
- Hebrews 12:2 
 
In faith, Jesus endured the cross. Jesus is the perfecter or finisher of faith. He carries it to 
completion. 


