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Today we are continuing in our study of John called “More than just a Nice Guy.” We’ve seen in 
this series several identities that Jesus carries in the book of John. He’s the Word of God. He’s 
the True Rabbi. He’s the Living Water. He’s even the Life of the Party. Many identities and some 
of these identities we almost never really think about. Chances are you didn’t think about Jesus 
as the True Rabbi. This week you probably didn’t worry about the fact that he was the life of 
the Party, unless you cheer for the Kansas City Chiefs or Clemson Tigers. Today we are going to 
talk about an identity of Jesus that most of us have to deal with every day, something we face 
day in and day out today. We are going to talk about the fact that Jesus is a Divider. Jesus 
divides. What he offers and claims is so big, his demands are so consuming, following him is so 
all-encompassing that when people are truly exposed to Jesus they tend to go one way or the 
other. They tend to move toward him or they move away. Jesus divides. 
 
We feel this divide in the different arenas of our lives. Some of you feel it in your workplace, 
where there are some co-workers that follow Jesus, and some that don’t want anything to do 
with him. Maybe there’s tension or even hostility between those two groups. We can feel the 
division in our schools, where we have to be careful what we say so that we don’t intensify that 
divide, but it’s still there. You can feel it. The parents and teachers at this school are all 
wonderful people but, as I talk to some of them, there are some that get what we’re about and 
tell us they are praying for us, and there are some who clearly don’t understand what we’re all 
about and maybe even struggle to trust us. Jesus divides.  
 
We can feel it in our extended families when we have family get-togethers. Maybe you have a 
meal and half the family doesn’t know how to pray before they eat, and the other half doesn’t 
know how to eat without praying! I’ve done a lot of funerals in my ministry. Sometimes I can 
really feel that divide as we plan a funeral. One part of the family is really saying “Preach the 
Gospel and the hope we have for eternity,” and the other part is kind of asking “Do we really 
need to turn this into a religious thing?” 
 
Jesus divides. Maybe some of you feel it in your immediate family with siblings, or parents, or 
children, or even spouses that you would love to be truly aligned with. You would love to have 
the same hopes the same goals the same dreams. But you don’t, because Jesus divides. Jesus is 
a Divider. 
 
So how do we deal with that division? What do we do about it? Do we pretend that everyone is 
all the same? Do we argue aggressively for our faith? Do we muzzle ourselves with regard to 
our faith?  How do we deal with the division that Jesus brings? 
 
Let me invite you to turn in your Bibles to John 7. Today we are going to look at a passage 
where Jesus divides people. That’s basically the whole plot of the passage. It’s another long 



passage, like last week’s passage, but basically the plot of the passage is that Jesus divides 
people. They’re divided when he starts and more divided when he’s done. So today, again, 
we’re going to kind of do what we did last week. First, we’re going to take time to read this very 
long passage. Secondly, as we reflect on that passage, we’re going to learn three very simple 
things really, reminders for most of us about dealing with Jesus and the division he brings.  
 
My prayer today is that we would not be surprised or even resistant to the division that Jesus 
brings, that we would deal with that division graciously and hopefully as we share Jesus’ 
message with others.  
 
This is another very long passage. It’s not as complicated as the passage we looked at last week, 
but it’s very long 52 verses long! It all fits together as one unit. We kind of have to read the 
whole thing to get what’s going on here, so we’re going to read the whole chapter! As we 
prepare to read it, let me just give you a little background.  
 
This is a part of John’s gospel where a couple of strands of Jesus’ story start to come together. 
You may remember that in chapter 3 Jesus met a man a Pharisee, a famous Rabbi named 
Nicodemus. Nicodemus was one of the Religious Authorities in Jerusalem. He met with Jesus, 
but he didn’t really seem interested when Jesus told him he had to be born again. Nicodemus is 
going to re-surface again briefly in chapter 7. Jesus’ conflict with the Religious Authorities in 
Jerusalem is going to re-surface as well. The last time Jesus was in Jerusalem he healed a man 
who had been disabled for 38 years, but he did it on a Sabbath, the Day of Rest. This brought 
him into sharp conflict with the Religious Authorities, who John tells us began to persecute 
Jesus and, in the end, tried to kill him. That all happened the last time Jesus was in Jerusalem. 
 
Now as we come to today’s story the Feast of Tabernacles, one of three big feasts that the Jews 
attended in Jerusalem, is coming up. Jesus is trying to decide whether to head to Jerusalem, 
where the Religious Authorities are waiting to kill him, or whether he should remain in the 
safety of Capernaum, his hometown. 
 
One more thing: As we read this passage, there are so many different groups and names 
thrown around that it’s hard to keep track of who is on what side. So just so you know, there’s 
basically three groups in this chapter: 
1. Jesus’ brothers, who will appear in Green Typeface on the screen. 
2. The Jewish Religious Authorities. This includes the Pharisees, often called the Jews, the 
Temple Guards, the Chief Priests, Nicodemus, etc. 
3. And the Crowd. 
 
Let’s read John 7. It starts out this way:  
 
After this, Jesus went around in Galilee, purposely staying away from Judea because the Jews 
there were waiting to take his life. But when the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near, Jesus’ 
brothers said to him, “You ought to leave here and go to Judea, so that your disciples may see 
the miracles you do. No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are 



doing these things, show yourself to the world.” For even his own brothers did not believe in 
him.  
Therefore Jesus told them, “The right time for me has not yet come; for you any time is right. 
The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that what it does is evil. You go to 
the Feast. I am not yet going up to this Feast, because for me the right time has not yet come.” 
Having said this, he stayed in Galilee. However, after his brothers had left for the Feast, he went 
also, not publicly, but in secret.  
Now at the Feast the Jews were watching for him and asking, “Where is that man?” Among the 
crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, “He is a good man.” Others 
replied, “No, he deceives the people.” But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear 
of the Jews.  
Not until halfway through the Feast did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach.  
The Jews were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such learning without having 
studied?”  
 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me.  If anyone 
chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I 
speak on my own. He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who 
works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him. 
Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill 
me?”  
“You are demon-possessed,” the crowd answered. “Who is trying to kill you?”  
Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all astonished. Yet, because Moses gave you 
circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you 
circumcise a child on the Sabbath. Now if a child can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the 
law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing the whole man on the 
Sabbath? Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment.”  
 
At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, “Isn’t this the man they are trying 
to kill? Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities 
really concluded that he is the Christ? But we know where this man is from; when the Christ 
comes, no one will know where he is from.”  
Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “Yes, you know me, and you know 
where I am from. I am not here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, 
but I know him because I am from him and he sent me.”  
At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his time had not yet 
come. Still, many in the crowd put their faith in him. They said, “When the Christ comes, will he 
do more miraculous signs than this man?”  
The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests and the 
Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him.  
Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the one who sent me. You will 
look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.” The Jews said to one 
another, “Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our 
people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? What did he mean when he said, 
‘You will look for me, but you will not find me,’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?”  



 
On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is 
thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams 
of living water will flow from within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed 
in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not 
yet been glorified.  
On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.” Others said, 
“He is the Christ.” Still others asked, “How can the Christ come from Galilee? Does not the 
Scripture say that the Christ will come from David’s family and from Bethlehem, the town where 
David lived?” Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. Some wanted to seize him, but no 
one laid a hand on him.  
Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, “Why 
didn’t you bring him in?” “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards declared.  
“You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. “Has any of the rulers or of the 
Pharisees believed in him? No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law there is a curse on 
them.”  
Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, “Does 
our law condemn anyone without first hearing him to find out what he is doing?”  
They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not 
come out of Galilee.” 
- John 7:1-52 
 
That’s the end of the passage. Ss you can see from that passage, Jesus divides. Jesus is the 
Divider. So what do we do about that? Let me offer three very basic thoughts that we see in 
this passage, and the first one is this: 
 
  



1. Share Jesus  
 
That’s the first way we respond to the fact that Jesus divides. Go ahead and share a word about 
Jesus with others who need to hear. It’s true that you might be able to keep the peace. It’s true 
that Jesus might not divide, if you hide your faith and keep it a secret. You can do that as a 
Christian. I’ve told you before about the preacher who was preaching on the Lord’s Army. One 
Sunday as he was shaking hands after the service, he saw someone who only ever came to 
church on Christmas and Easter that happened to be there that day. The Preacher pulled the 
guy aside and said “Brother, are you the Lord’s army?” The guy said “Absolutely I am, Pastor.” 
He said “Then how come I only ever see you at church on Christmas and Easter?” The man said 
“I’m in the secret service!” 
 
You can do that keep your faith a secret, but that’s not what we’re called to do as Christians. As 
Christians, we are called to share our faith. We’re not called to be obnoxious or argumentative. 
We are to share our faith respectfully, but we are called to share Jesus with others. 
 
That’s the first thing we see in this passage. Jesus shares himself. He shares his message. He 
shares the offer of his Kingdom with others. As the story starts here in chapter 7, Jesus is with 
his brothers. When we read Scripture, Jesus did have actual brothers and sisters. I love the 
honesty of Scripture, because it says his brothers didn’t believe in him. Remember, Jesus wasn’t 
like Superman. He couldn’t just do miracles to impress people. His miraculous activity was 
subject to the control of the Holy Spirit. So his brothers hadn’t seen him do a bunch of miracles 
at home. They weren’t with him when he cured the man who had been disabled for 38 years. 
They didn’t believe the stories. They don’t understand the danger that Jerusalem holds for 
Jesus, so they tell him to go. They do what brothers do. They goad him on. They say “Look if 
you’re really such a big deal, why don’t you go to Jerusalem for the big feast and do some of 
your big miracles there? Impress people!” They wanted Jesus to go. 
 
Now think with me for a minute about Jerusalem. What is in Jerusalem for Jesus? Not great 
things. We know from last week that crowds had already begun to turn on Jesus, so he’s going 
to face at least some rejection there. The Religious Authorities in Jerusalem are united against 
him. The Pharisees, the Chief Priests, the Temple Authorities, they’re all against Jesus. They are 
looking not just to debate with Jesus, not just to arrest him, they want to kill him. He says to his 
Brothers: “Look if I go to Jerusalem, I’m going to speak against the evil I see, and it’s going to 
provoke hatred.” So there’s precious little that’s good in Jerusalem for Jesus. 
 
As the chapter continues, he goes. He doesn’t go in public with his brothers. Apparently, the 
Holy Spirit indicated that that wasn’t the right time. If he went then, he would die and it’s too 
soon for him to die because he still has important stuff to do. But sometime after his brothers 
have left, the Spirit signals Jesus. He takes his life into his hands. He goes to the Temple 
incognito and, once he’s in public and less likely to be arrested outright, he begins to teach. 
Jesus risks his life, and he goes to Jerusalem. 
 



Now let me ask you a question: Why on earth would Jesus do that? Why take that chance? Why 
not go back to Samaria where they love him? Why not stay in Galilee and build up his power 
base? One reason: Because there are people who need to hear. There are people in Jerusalem 
who need to hear about Jesus. There are people who need to hear his teaching. There are 
people who need to hear Jesus’ claims about who he is and where he comes from. There are 
people who need to hear Jesus speak about their sin and their need for a Savior. There are 
people who need to hear Jesus offer them Living Water. There are people who need to hear. 
 
As the chapter starts, they’ve heard about Jesus. But to them, Jesus is just a rumor. He’s just 
some mythical guy, like Paul Bunyan or Santa Clause, Making a bunch of mysterious claims. 
Some of them thought he was good. Others thought he was deceptive. The crowd didn’t know, 
because they hadn’t really heard Jesus’ claims or his teaching or his offer of life. They didn’t 
know. They needed to know, so Jesus went. He took his life into his hands, because people 
needed to know. 
 
Now can I tell you something very simple today? I said this is a simple sermon, so let me state it 
as simply as I can: People still need to know. They still need to know about Jesus. I know that to 
us, as Christians, good teaching about Jesus is more accessible than it’s ever been. We have 
books and Christian Radio Stations and podcasts. But I have to say, I don’t think the average 
person on the street has ever been more confused about Jesus than they are right now. If you 
actually talk to people, they’ve heard the name of Jesus but they know him as a mythical figure, 
like Paul Bunyan or Santa Claus. Many of them are doubtful whether Jesus ever actually existed 
or not. They’ve never heard who Jesus actually claimed to be. They’ve never heard what Jesus 
has to say about right and wrong. Isn’t it amazing? Isn’t his teaching phenomenal? They need to 
hear it! They’ve never heard Jesus’ offer of Living Water and Eternal Life. They need to hear it.  
 
The world needs to hear a clear presentation of the Gospel. They need to know about Jesus. 
That’s why Jennifer Schaafsma has been in Haiti this week. That’s why seven of us are going to 
Honduras in a couple of weeks. That’s why we’ll go to Mexico in April, so get ready to sign up! 
People all around the world need to know about Jesus. So we have to go. We have to share 
Jesus, whether it’s hard or easy, whether it’s convenient or not. We have to share Jesus. 
 
People in Papua, where Gilbert is from, need to know. Years ago, Kelley and I read a well-known 
book called “Peace Child,” written by a missionary named Don Richardson, who went to a very 
isolated area of Papua to share the gospel with a remote people group called the Sawi who had 
never heard of Jesus. He endured incredible hardship. Life was rough for him and his family. 
There was incredible Spiritual warfare. His life was endangered many times. But he went 
because someone had to go tell them. Now there’s a strong Christian presence because of it. 
The World needs to know. 
 
Our neighbors need to know. The people around us the people here in Perry Creek need to 
know. There are hurting people and hurting families all around us that need to know about 
Jesus and the hope he offers. Our families need to know. I don’t know if God has called you to 
the other side of the world. I don’t know how much your neighbors need Jesus. But I know one 



thing for sure: You are called to be a witness to the Family and extended family that God put 
you in. For some of you, you are the only witness to Jesus that your family has. They need to 
know. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, I was talking to someone in our church. We were talking about family 
and Christmas. They were telling me about a little guy in their extended family, a little guy that 
Kelley and I have met and we love him to death. They were talking with this little guy about 
Christmas and I’m pretty sure that he believes in Santa Claus. But when this church member 
mentioned Jesus to this little guy, he said “Oh Grammy, don’t you know ‘Jesus wasn’t real.’” 
Listen that little guy needs to know. He doesn’t need to know Jesus as a mythical figure. He 
needs to know that Jesus is real. 
 
Share Jesus. Do it respectfully. Do it lovingly. Don’t cram it down their throats. I know there’s 
the danger that it could cause division. But share Jesus. That’s the first way we respond to the 
division that Jesus can bring. Share Jesus. The second thing I would say from this passage is this: 
When you do share Jesus -  
  



2. Expect Division 
 
Boy, this is a simple statement, but it’s so true. Expect division when you share Jesus. We 
experience this, don’t we? Those of you who have shared your faith, don’t you experience 
division?  You get a mixed response. Sometimes it goes like it does in the books or stories. You 
share Christ, and people respond positively and it’s great. But sometimes it just doesn’t go that 
way. Sometimes we see someone, and we care about that person, and we think “Wow! I think 
they’re really ready for what Christ has to offer!” We reach out, and they just don’t respond. 
 
During Advent, I preached a sermon where I encouraged you to ask God to show you one 
person who needed to be invited to Perry Creek for Christmas Eve. Do you remember that? By 
the way, many of you did a great job of that! So thanks! But we were praying about that one 
person God wanted us to invite. Well, let me tell you I thought I found mine! I was in a store in 
Raleigh and the female clerk was going to ring me up. They have some rewards thingy, so the 
first thing she said was “Can I have your phone number?” I said “Be careful. I’m a Pastor!” So I 
was joking around with her and I noticed she had a beautiful accent. I asked her where she was 
from and found out she was from Africa. As we talked, she told me she was a Pastor’s Daughter 
but she wasn’t going to church anywhere. She knew she needed to. I thought “This could be my 
one!” So I gave her one of our Business Cards. She said “Perry Creek?” I said “Do you know 
where that is?” She said “I live there.” I thought “This is REALLY the one! The one I’m supposed 
to invite! So I invited her, and she said several times that she would be there on Christmas Eve 
and even asked if she could bring a friend.” So I really started praying for her and I’m still 
praying to this day. But she didn’t come. She didn’t respond like I had hoped. 
 
Man! Isn’t that discouraging? I think Jessica Mailand had a similar experience. She felt called to 
pray with someone and speak a word about Jesus, but they haven’t responded yet. Isn’t that 
tough? Or sometimes people have an initial, response but it just doesn’t seem to stick. It can be 
discouraging. 
 
Let me give you a word from this passage: Expect Division. Expect that while some people will 
respond to Jesus clearly, enthusiastically, most will not. Expect Division. At first, that sounds like 
a discouraging word. “Expect Division.” It sounds kind of like one of those pessimistic sayings 
like “Exercise daily. Eat Wisely. Die anyway.”  Or “Expect the worst, and you’ll never be 
disappointed.” It sounds discouraging. In fact, that’s one reason I was not looking forward to 
preaching this part of the book of John. It seems discouraging. 
 
As I thought about it this week, I realized that’s not actually a discouraging word. In fact, it’s the 
opposite. When I say “Expect division,” it’s actually an encouraging word. Let me explain. 
Oftentimes when people don’t respond positively, much of our discouragement comes because 
we think there’s something wrong with us. We think “What did I do wrong? Did I push too 
hard? Did I not say enough? Did I not follow up right? Where did I go wrong?” I know I often 
think “If I had done that better, they would have responded.” 
 



But notice something from this passage. Every group Jesus works with, every group, is divided. 
Did you notice that? Chapter 6, his hometown is divided. Chapter 7, his family is divided. If you 
remember from Chapter 2, Mary is with him (I hope she would be. She knows how he was 
conceived), but his brothers aren’t. At the end of the Chapter, the Religious Authorities are 
divided. The Crowd is divided and more deeply divided after they come into contact with Jesus 
than they were before. Some people go from saying “He deceives” to trying to seize him. 
Others go from saying “He is a good man” to saying he’s the Messiah. They’re divided. In fact, 
even Jesus’ disciples are divided. Remember what he said at the end of Chapter 6: “Have not I 
chosen you twelve and one of you is a devil?” They’re all divided. 
 
Now here’s why that’s encouraging. There is no one who presents Jesus better than Jesus. 
There’s no one who teaches Jesus’ teachings better than Jesus. There’s no one who invites 
people to the life Jesus brings better than Jesus. No one is more prayerful or Spirit-led or 
accurate in their gospel presentation than Jesus. No one. And he still faces division. Despite the 
miracles, despite the incredible teaching, teaching so amazing that people can’t arrest him 
when they hear it, despite the leading of the Holy Spirit, Jesus still gets a divided response. 
 
If it can happen to him, it can happen to you. When you do what you are supposed to do and 
share Jesus with others., don’t be surprised when you receive a divided response. Expect 
Division. (1) Share Jesus. (2) Expect Division. Now one last part: 
  



Leave the Light On 
 
In other words, always be ready to welcome people in. “We’ll leave the light on for you” is what 
my parents used to say when I was still living at home and they knew I would be coming in late. 
Unless I was very very late, then they just said “You’re grounded.” What they were saying was: 
We’ll be ready when you get here. It’s like the old Motel 6 commercials where Tom Bodette 
would say “We’ll leave the light on for you.” Listen, leave the light on, be hopeful, be patient 
even if people don’t respond positively and start following Jesus right away. Leave the light on 
for them. 
 
The passage teaches us to have that mindset. The most shocking thing about this passage is not 
that some of the crowd is against Jesus. That’s actually not shocking at all. That happened back 
in chapter 6. Jesus indicated that it would keep happening as long as he was doing ministry. The 
most shocking thing is not that some of the crowd is against Jesus. 
 
The most shocking thing is that, as the story goes on, some of the Religious Authorities are for 
Jesus. Some of them come over to his side. That’s shocking! Think about it. When the chapter 
begins, the Religious Authorities seem like this unified, monolithic, homogenous chunk! They 
seem to all have the same opinion, whether it’s the Chief Priests, or Pharisees, or Saducees, or 
Temple Guards, or Nicodemus. They all seem unified in their opposition to Jesus. They’re like 
“We don’t agree with him. We don’t like him. We don’t recognize him, and we’re going to kill 
him.” They’re all against Jesus. 
 
But as they are exposed to Jesus, something interesting happens. A few chinks begin to show 
up in what seemed like unassailable armor. It starts in verse 15 when Jesus teaches. John tell us 
this. The Jews (the Religious Authorities) were amazed and asked “How did this man get such 
learning without having studied?”  
 
That’s surprising. But then look at what happens at the end of the chapter. This is interesting, 
because at this point the Pharisees assumed everyone was on the same page. They sent the 
Temple guards to arrest Jesus. Look what happens: 
 
Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, “Why 
didn’t you bring him in?” “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards declared. “You 
mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 
- John 7:45-47 
 
Some of the guards are coming over to Jesus, even Nicodemus, a Pharisee, a Religious Leader, 
one of the most popular Rabbis in Israel who seemed so unresponsive in his conversation with 
Jesus in chapter 3 is beginning to question. The Pharisees say “Well, at least none of us 
Pharisees have believed in Jesus!” Nicodemus says “Well, not so fast. I’m not sure we should 
make up our mind without hearing what he has to say.” 
 



In fact if you know the story even Jesus’ brothers, who John says “Did not believe in him” in this 
chapter and who John never mention again, eventually came to believe in Jesus. After the 
Jesus’ resurrection, Luke tells us they helped start the early church and two of his brothers, 
James and Jude, went on to write part of the New Testament. 
 
What I get from all that is this: Leave the light on, because you never know who’s going to come 
to Jesus or when they are going to come. Some people will respond right away. Some make 
take a little longer. Some may seem completely disinterested or even angry about the claims of 
Jesus. But you never know what gets through when you share Jesus. You never know when that 
seed is going to take root. You never know, so leave the light on. Keep hoping and praying keep 
loving leave the light on. 
 
My Mom and Dad were really the first ones in their family to believe in Jesus. They came to 
faith when they were first married back in the 1950’s. As soon as they became Christians, they 
told all their relatives about Jesus. Almost none of them showed any interest at all. They just 
kept living the way they were living. But my Mom and Dad kept praying, kept loving them, kept 
sharing little bits of Jesus when it was the loving thing to do. One by one, over decades virtually 
all of their relatives came to believe in Jesus. 
 
When I was back in Kansas a couple of weeks ago, my Dad was talking to me about one of my 
uncles who came to faith very late in life. For decades, this guy seemed to have no spiritual 
interest. His wife was a Christian, and his Son was a Christian. It didn’t seem to make a dent. My 
Dad and another uncle would watch football with Roland, that was his name, and during the 
commercials, they would talk about what God was doing in their lives. It seemed to make zero 
impact. He never seemed to hear a word! 
 
But late in life after decades, he became a Christian. My Dad asked him “What made you do 
that? How did you decide to turn to Christ. How did you know all about that?” He said “Bob, the 
whole time you guys were talking I tried hard not to show it but I was listening to every word 
you said.” 
 
You never know what God is doing. You never know who he is calling. So keep loving people, 
keep praying and leave the light on. 
 
How do we deal with the fact that Jesus divides? Three things: 
1. Share Jesus: Don’t be silent about him just because he might divide. 
2. Expect Division: Don’t get discouraged. Not everyone is going to respond, and if it can 
happen to Jesus, it can happen to you. 
3. Leave the light on: Keep loving and praying and hoping because you never know what God is 
going to do. 


