
Three Reminders about Ministry 
By John Ulrich, Lead Pastor 
January 20, 2019 
2 Timothy 2:1-7 
 
This is a wonderful day! John, it’s a wonderful day for you and Sarah. It’s a wonderful day, a 
proud day, for your family. Let me just ask could John and Sarah’s family please stand so that 
we can recognize you! It’s a wonderful day for you! It’s a wonderful day for our church, the 
Church at Perry Creek! Today we are experiencing growth! This is an important day for us, 
because today our church multiplies, not just in believers but in Pastors! By God’s grace, we are 
going to multiply in churches as well, one day. 
 
Today it’s our privilege to ordain John Maiden to gospel ministry. John, today the Church at 
Perry Creek recognizes and affirms God’s calling on your life to be a Pastor, an Elder, a Bishop or 
Overseer. They are all the same thing in the New Testament. Today it’s our privilege as a church 
to recognize God’s calling to that role in your life. 
 
Today, it’s my privilege to give you a brief charge, a word of instruction about your ministry. As I 
thought about what to share today, I looked at various passages about elders, about the role of 
elder, the qualifications for elders, the relationship of elders to the church. There are about 70 
passages in the New Testament that talk about Elders or Pastors, so there were a lot to choose 
from. As I prayed and thought about it, one passage came to my mind again and again, a 
passage that was written from one Pastor to another and a passage that has been very 
meaningful to me in my ministry. 
 
Today I want to give you a few words from 2 Timothy 2:1-7, so let me invite you all to turn 
there in your Bibles if you have them. This letter was written from the Apostle Paul to a young 
Pastor named Timothy. In 2 Timothy 2:1-7, Paul urges Timothy on in his ministry and gives him 
three important reminders about the nature of Pastoral ministry, three reminders that show us 
(1) who pastoral ministry is for, (2) what it’s like, and (3) what the result of it is. 
 
Today I just wanted to share these three reminders, first with you John and then secondarily 
with all of us who are gathered here today. So let’s read the passage. Paul writes these words 
to Timothy, a young Pastor who like you are to me, was very dear to his heart and here’s what 
he says: 
 
You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard 
me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to 
teach others. Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a 
soldier gets involved in civilian affairs he wants to please his commanding officer. Similarly, if 
anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor’s crown unless he competes 
according to the rules. The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the 
crops. Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 
- 2 Timothy 2:1-7 



 
In this passage, Paul gives us three reminders about Pastoral Ministry. The first is about who 
Pastoral Ministry is for, and it’s this: 
  



Pastoral Ministry is for men who are qualified and reliable 
 
As we come to our passage, Paul is near the end of his life. This is probably the last letter he 
wrote. He has been talking in chapter 1 about the succession of faith. He has been talking about 
how his ancestors served God with a clear conscience and passed that on to him. He’s been 
talking about how Timothy’s faith was passed down to him from a believing Grandmother, 
named Lois, and a believing mother, named Eunice. Paul has been reminding Timothy about 
how he had ordained him, how he had recognized Timothy’s gifting and laid his hands on him 
and prayed, ordaining him as a minister of the Gospel. 
 
So as we come to our passage, Paul reminds Timothy to continue the sequence. He reminds 
Timothy to pass that gift on to others. Look at what he says: 
 
You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard 
me say in the presence of many witnesses (probably at Timothy’s ordination) you entrust to 
reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 
- 2 Timothy 2:1-2 
 
Paul says “I handed the gospel ministry down to you now you hand it down to others.” Notice 
that Paul doesn’t tell Timothy to hand it to just anyone. He says entrust this to reliable men, 
who will also be qualified to teach others. He says Pastoral Ministry is for men that are qualified 
and reliable. 
 
Ministry is for every Christian, but Pastoral Ministry, Ordained Ministry, the kind of ministry we 
are affirming in you today, is not. What we are recognizing today, the title we are giving you of 
Pastor, is serious business. Ordination is not a graduation present you get because you’ve 
finished Seminary. It’s not just a recognition that you are gifted. You can be a wonderful 
teacher of God’s Word or a gifted leader that doesn’t mean you should be ordained. Ordination 
is certainly not something we just pass out to someone so they can perform a friend’s wedding 
ceremony. 
 
Gospel Ordination, Pastoral Ordination, is a recognition that you are a qualified, reliable man 
who is able to preach the gospel. It’s for qualified, reliable men. Think about the words we read 
earlier: 
 
The overseer (or Pastor) must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but 
gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see 
that his children obey him with proper respect. 
- 1 Timothy 3:2-4 
 
John, those are weighty words. I know and love the fact that you feel the weight of those 
words. As you know, there are other passages that list even more requirements. No one fulfills 
this list perfectly. There’s no one who’s always hospitable and never quarrelsome. No one 



fulfills these perfectly. But John, these are to be the clear direction of your life. When people 
look at you, they should say “He’s that kind of man. He’s above reproach.” 
 
I believe that if we look at this passage in 1 Timothy 3 closely and look at the other passages 
that give the requirements for elder, they fall into three basic categories. This is what it means 
to be above reproach 
 
1. Your family life is to be in order. John, you are to be a one-woman man, a man who loves 
Sarah deeply and exclusively, a man who treats his children with both the love and the 
discipline that is necessary to shepherd the church. Your family life is to be in order.  
 
2. You are to have godly character. As this list shows, your character and your behavior are to 
be controlled by God, not by alcohol, not by money, not by popularity and Paul says four 
different ways in this passage that you are not to be quarrelsome, you are not to be divisive, 
you are to bring the hope of gospel reconciliation to every conflict you face, you are to have 
godly character. And lastly:  
 
3. You are to handle the Word of God faithfully capably with competence. You are to be apt to 
teach.  That doesn’t mean you have to be a gifted public speaker, though I know you are. 
Rather, it means you are to faithfully, accurately, both compellingly present, and diligently 
defend the teachings of this book. 
 
John, these three things: (1) A family life that is in order, (2) godly character, and (3) ability to 
handle the Word of God are to be the clear direction of your life. Pastoral Ministry is for men 
who are qualified and reliable. 
 
Our church sees these things in you. That’s why our Lead Team is affirming your desire for 
Pastoral Ministry today. Years ago someone saw in me what I see in you today and in the 
presence of many witnesses they spoke words over me and laid their hands on me in prayer 
and ordained me to gospel ministry. Today I affirm your desire and I charge you to keep watch 
over your life and doctrine. Be a qualified, reliable man. 
 
That’s the first reminder Paul gives us. Pastoral ministry is for men who are qualified and 
reliable. Now the second reminder is this: 
 
  



Pastoral will be hard at times 
 
Look what Paul says in verses 3-5. He gives us two metaphors that show the toil of pastoral 
ministry. 
 
Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets 
involved in civilian affairs he wants to please his commanding officer. Similarly, if anyone 
competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor’s crown unless he competes (and actually 
Paul is referring here to training) and trains according to the rules. 
- 2 Timothy 2:3-5 
 
The reminder Paul is giving Timothy here is that ministry is hard. Notice I didn’t just say it’s 
difficult. Difficult is when you don’t get the Christmas Bonus you were hoping for. I said ministry 
is hard. Look at what Paul says here: “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus.” I love the way the NET Bible translates that: “Take your share of suffering as a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus.” The idea is that in ministry there will be a share of suffering allotted to 
you. It’s not a question of if things get tough. It’s a question of how tough they are going to get. 
 
Today as you are ordained to ministry, you’re not just taking on a new title of esteem with a 
few extra perks. Rather today you are responding to God’s call, placing yourself at his disposal 
to send you wherever he may choose. John, God may call you to serve in a dangerous place. It’s 
not beyond the realm of possibility. This week, we talked about when I was abducted by the 
War Vets in Zimbabwe. As I was surrounded by those men, kneeling in the dirt, this verse kept 
ringing through my mind: “Endure hardship like a good soldier of Christ.” God may call you and 
your family to a dangerous place. 
 
God may call you to a hard place, a place where people don’t give you the respect that you 
honestly deserve, even a place where they resist your leadership. I’ve mentioned before a close 
friend who served as a Pastor. He was shouted down and falsely accused and mistreated before 
his entire congregation. No one came to his defense, and he stayed in that church. I said “Greg, 
how on earth can you stand that?” I’ll never forget his answer. He said “John, the true test of 
servanthood is how you respond when someone treats you like a servant.” Listen, God may call 
you to a hard place. 
 
Or John, God may call you to a place where you see very little visible fruit, a field where you 
spend much more time plowing than harvesting and you don’t see the results you long to see. 
 
I have to tell you today, although I would wish that God would spare you from these things, it’s 
not beyond the realm of possibility. God may call you to dangerous, or hard, or seemingly 
fruitless places. If that happens, I charge you today to remember something: God didn’t call you 
to be an employee. He didn’t call you to be a corporate climber. He called you to be a soldier 
who holds ground for his Kingdom. He called you to be an athlete who endures hard training 
without question. 



He doesn’t call you to stay in a place until it gets hard or until you face opposition or until you 
get a better offer somewhere else. He calls you to stay right there until he releases you and 
calls you elsewhere. 
 
John, ministry can be hard. It has its share of suffering. Please don’t mis-hear me today. I’m not 
saying you’re going to hate your job! But I wouldn’t be doing you any favor if I told you it would 
be easy. It’s not. It’s not supposed to be. That’s why Paul reminds Timothy and reminds us that 
ministry is hard. 
 
But Paul doesn’t leave it there. There is one more thing he says to us about the result of 
Pastoral Ministry and we should never forget this: (1) Pastoral Ministry is for men who are 
qualified and reliable, and (2) Pastoral Ministry will be hard at times, but: 
  



Pastoral Ministry is Rewarding 
 
Look at what Paul says in verses 6-7. He gives one more example one more metaphor for hard 
work in ministry. Look at what he says: 
 
The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. Reflect on what I am 
saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 
- 2 Timothy 2:6-7 
 
I think that when Paul says this he’s doing two things: First, Paul is giving a word to Timothy’s 
congregation. This letter of 2 Timothy was to Timothy’s congregation, kind of like this message 
is to you, John, and our congregation. It was primarily written to Timothy, but Paul expects 
Timothy’s congregation in Ephesus to read it too. Paul is reminding the congregation here of 
what he had said in his last letter to them, that the congregation should provide well for their 
Pastors. In that letter, Paul said there that “The laborer was worthy of his hire” So when Paul 
says “The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops,” he’s 
reminding the church to provide for Timothy’s financial needs as we at Perry Creek rightfully do 
for John  
 
So this is a message to the congregation, but this is also a message to Timothy. Paul is 
reminding Timothy to never forget that just as sure as ministry has its suffering it also has its 
rich rewards. 
 
Ministry is rewarding. John, let me say you’ve chosen your profession well.  Ministry is a 
difficult job a hard job at times, but there is no more rewarding job than Pastoral ministry. 
 
Ministry is rewarding. You get to work in ministry with amazing, generous, loving, hard-working 
brothers and sisters in Christ, the kind of brothers and sisters that you don’t deserve. You get to 
watch God work through their dedication and generosity and do things through them that you 
could never do, or even dream of, on your own. So that at the end of the day, you’re left not 
with a sense of recognition or even accomplishment but you’re left simply with a sense of 
gratitude. You get that in ministry. 
 
In ministry, you get to see the Kingdom of God grow in people. You get to see new believers 
take Baby steps and fall in love with Jesus. You get to see established believers grow deeper in 
their faith and serve God in new ways. You get to walk with your people through the Holy 
Moments of their life, happy Holy moments like new births and marriages, scary Holy moments 
when times are hard, and people need their Pastor to pray with them, and even Final Holy 
moments that sacred moment when saints leave this world and are ushered into presence of 
Jesus. You get to experience that in ministry. Ministry is rewarding. 
 
In ministry, you get to gain rewards that never fade away, Eternal rewards. You get the chance 
if you keep watch over your life and doctrine and, if you endure hardship like a good soldier, to 
hear your Master say “Well done, John, you’ve been faithful in a few things I will give you 



charge over many come share in your Master’s happiness.” You get to gain what Jesus called 
“true riches,” riches so great that Paul says the suffering of this world is not even worth 
comparing to them. You get to gain eternal reward. Ministry is rewarding. 
 
John, I love you as my brother in the Lord. It has been my delight to serve with you here at 
Perry Creek for the last two years. Today, it is my delight to affirm you for ordained Gospel 
Ministry. I charge you today to keep these reminders before you in your ministry here at Perry 
Creek and everywhere that God calls you to go. Be a qualified, reliable Pastor. Keep watch over 
your life and doctrine, living and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Endure hardship as a good soldier of Christ Jesus and always treasure the 
rewards of ministry in the here and now and in the hereafter.  
 


