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Today I want to talk to you about the subject of Light. Funny thing about light. It has a way of 
calling for a response.  I remember one time my friend Phil and I were fishing on the Zambezi 
River in Africa for vundu, which are a sort of giant catfish. We were fishing after dark with these 
big ocean rods, using like a half-pound chunk of beef for bait. Earlier that night I had hooked a 
fish and fought it in the dark for 30 minutes. I lost it when it broke my line, but we could tell it 
was a huge thing. About two hours later, I’m in bed and  all tucked into my mosquito net when I 
start hearing a big commotion, and I knew they had hooked that fish again. Phil’s son Daniel 
was fighting this thing, and he was running down the bank in the dark trying to keep this giant 
fish from breaking his line. This carried on for about 30-45 minutes and, finally, he started 
shouting for his dad to help him land it. By this time, he had run in the dark  almost ¾ of a mile 
down the bank. Everything was going fine when Phil caught up to him and started to wade out 
to help land this fish. Now I should make it clear that to this point nobody had seen the fish. In 
Zimbabwe, flashlight batteries are hard to come by. So they were doing this all by moonlight. So 
Phil waded out and then turned on his flashlight. Let me say that light called for a response. 
Before I tell you what Phil’s response to the light was, I should also make it clear that Phil is the 
toughest guy I know. Special forces in the Rhodesian war. Phil is the guy they call in when an 
elephant or lion is killing people. Get the picture? Phil’s response was to jump backwards out of 
the water without bending his knees and scream like a little girl. The reason for Phil’s response 
was that at the end of the line was not a 40 pound of vundu or 60 pounds of vundu or even 90 
pounds of vundu. On the end of the line was about 400 pound of this: a Nile crocodile, not as 
big as the one in this picture but about two thirds this size, fully big enough to drag you down 
and eat you. I think that croc was thinking the beef appetizer wasn’t bad. Now let’s have the 
main course! 
 
But my point is that when the light shined and the real situation was exposed, a response was 
called for. Light has a way of calling for a response. I you’ve ever started to do something in the 
dark and then turned on the light, you probably know what I mean. Light has a way of calling 
for a response. 
 
Spiritual light does the same thing. It has a way of calling for a response. In John 8, Jesus 
claimed to be the Light of the world. In fact, this claim about Jesus that he is the Light of the 
World has been made again and again in John’s gospel, in chapter 1, in chapter3 and again in 
chapter 8. 
 
Today we’re going to look at a passage that, more than any other passage in the Bible, clearly 
displays Jesus as the Light of the World. We’re continuing today in our study of John called 
“More than just a nice guy.” Today, we are going to look at the healing of a blind man that 
shows Jesus to be the Light of the World. We’re going to see three things about Spiritual Light 
and our response to it. We’ll look at: 



1. What that light is 
2. What the options are for responding to it 
3. The consequences of those responses 
 
Let me invite you to turn in your Bibles to John 9. How should you respond to spiritual light? 
First, let’s talk about what Spiritual Light is.  Now, as we kind of showed in chapter 8, Spiritual 
Light is a broad topic. There are many ways we could define it but, for our purposes today, 
here’s my definition: 
 
Spiritual light is when God exposes us to truth that goes beyond what we are comfortable 
doing, feeling, or believing 
 
In other words, spiritual light is truth that demands a change (calls for a response). It may be 
new truth (truth that we were previously unaware of ), or it may be truth that contradicts what 
we thought we should believe, feel, or do. 
 
We may be exposed to it through God’s Word, God’s Spirit or God’s people. Spiritual Light is 
truth that goes beyond what we are comfortable believing, feeling, or doing. If you walk with 
Jesus, you are going to bump into that light. 
 
Let’s look at this passage, and we’ll see some people that were exposed to spiritual light. We’re 
going to look at the whole chapter today but, for the sake of time, I’m going to summarize 
portions of the story. Verses 1-2 starts the story. Look at what John says there: 
 
As he (Jesus) went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  
- John 9:1-2 
 
Jewish rabbis at the time taught that if a child was born with a birth defect it was either 
because the parents had sinned (for example, if the mother attended a pagan temple while she 
was pregnant) or because the child had sinned in the womb. The disciples are asking which it is:  
 
 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of 
God might be displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. 
Night is coming, when no one can work. 
- John 9:3-4 
 
Now he says it: 
 
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  
- John 9:5 
 
Then he does something very interesting to show us what that means:  
 



Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud (or clay) with the saliva, and put it on 
the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the 
man went and washed, and came home seeing.  
- John 9:6-7 
 
Look at that again Jesus does three strange things: 
1. Kneads clay (like you would knead bread) 
2. Anoints (epichrio- an unusual verb) the eyes 
3. Sends the man to a pool called “sent” 
 
Now let me ask you a question: Has that ever bothered you? Have you ever asked yourself why 
Jesus healed the man that way? Why didn’t Jesus send someone to get a pitcher of water so the 
guy could wash? (The pool of Siloam is clear on the southeast side of the city by the Kidron 
valley. Why make a blind guy with clay on his eyes make that hike?) Why did Jesus use clay? 
Why not put salve on his eyes? Or “Hey! Why not just speak the word?” It worked on Lazarus! 
Why not? John’s got to give us one more piece of information then we’ll know why not.  
 
He’s going to do that in just a minute, but let me summarize verses 8-12 for you: The man 
convinces his neighbors that he was healed. They ask him how it happened, and he says a man 
named Jesus did three things:  (1) He made clay, (2) He anointed my eyes, and (3) He told me to 
go and wash. Now, as we know, the Pharisees were the spiritual experts of their day, so John 
tells us: 
 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind.  
- John 9:13 
 
John tells us why Jesus did all that  
 
Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 
- John 9:14 
 
Uh oh, it was a Sabbath. Now if you’ve been with us for this study of John’s gospel or if you 
know anything at all about the Pharisees, you know they had a whole list of things 39 categories 
worth that they had made, telling what you could not do on the Sabbath. Can you guess three 
things that were on that list? Couldn’t knead clay (work). Couldn’t anoint the eyes (specifically 
forbidden, probably because of medicine). Couldn’t walk more than seven tenths of a mile. 
 
Why didn’t Jesus heal the man the other way? Why didn’t he just speak the word? Because 
Jesus was the light of the world. As light, he exposed the Pharisees to truth with which they 
were not comfortable. Think about it: The Pharisees would have been comfortable if Jesus had 
healed the man, but not broken their laws. Then he would have been one of them. They would 
even have been comfortable if Jesus had broken their law, but not healed the man. Then he 
would have been a sinner.  
 



But he wasn’t a sinner, and he wasn’t a Pharisee. He was the light, so he did both. He did a work 
that proved that he was righteous that he had the power of God. Then he violated what they 
thought was true about the Sabbath. He exposed them to truth with which they were not 
comfortable. That is spiritual light. 
 
Let me ask you a question: Has Jesus ever done that to you? (If you’ve walked with him long, he 
has). Maybe it’s an attitude Jesus shines a light on, a sin he wants you to acknowledge. Maybe 
you’re at odds with someone in your life, and you have tried to overlook it and for whatever 
reason you just can’t. And you have convinced yourself that you are a really nice person and a 
good Christian, because you are able to pretend that everything is OK. Sort of stay away from 
them and don’t make eye contact at public functions. Then along comes Jesus  and, not only 
says “Forgive seventy times seven,” but says “You take the initiative! Whether your brother has 
something against you or you have something against your brother, pull the beam out of your 
own eye make yourself vulnerable and go to him and straighten it out.” That’s light. 
 
Maybe it’s a belief. By the way, it may even be something you’re basically right about that God 
wants to refine in you. Kelley and I have a friend named Margaret, who went to Kenya as a 
Methodist Missionary. Margaret believed that God is good. She believed he rewards good and 
punishes evil. She was comfortable knowing that about his character. Then one day along came 
Jesus, and took her husband away, heart attack at age 31 while he was on the mission field, 
while he was serving God, while she had little ones to take care of. 
 
Margaret will tell you on that day she got her categories blown.Like in Job, God said “I am good, 
but I’m not as simple as you thought.” She was confronted with a God who just like in this story 
would allow someone to be born blind, not because of some sin he had done but so that his 
glory might be displayed in the person. That’s truth that goes beyond our comfort zone. That’s 
light. 
 
Maybe it’s behavior that bumps into the light, something Jesus wants you to do. The goal of our 
missions team is that every one of you would find your place in the Great Commission and fulfill 
it. Everyone has a role. God may call some of you to take a smaller action like praying more, 
encouraging more, being a better sender. God may call some of you to a bigger step of going on 
a short-term trip. We’re going to Mexico in April. Some of you may need to stop thinking about 
it and do it. Maybe God’s calling you to go. Or God may be calling some of you to do something 
big with Missions.  
 
I remember Kelley and I were doing fine. We had a successful youth ministry. I was making a 
good salary. We were serving the Lord, when along came Jesus in the form of some friends who 
said “We think you guys would make good missionaries. You should look into it.” That was truth 
that went beyond what we were comfortable with! 
 
That’s what light is. So that’s point (1) Spiritual light is when God exposes us to truth that goes 
beyond what we are comfortable doing, feeling, or believing. Now, (2) Look at the response: 
What happens when the light shines on you?  



Once you’ve bumped into the light, there are really only two ways you can respond. You can 
accept it or you can look for reasons to deny it.  
 
There are only two responses to light. You can accept it as truth, or you can start looking for 
excuses that will allow you to deny it. There are two parties in our story, the Man born blind 
and the Pharisees. Both responses are found in this story. One party accepts the light. The other 
party searches desperately for reasons to reject it. Question: Can you guess which side the 
Pharisees are on? 
 
If you’ll allow me to summarize again, three times in verses 15-23 they try unsuccessfully to find 
a reason to reject Jesus. First, they ask the neighbors, who validate the miracle. Second, they 
ask the man, who validates the miracle. Thirdly when he doesn’t tell them what they want to 
hear, they ask his parents who are afraid because the Pharisees have made it clear that anyone 
who backs Jesus will be put out of the synagogue but basically validate the miracle. 
 
Now after turning up all that in their investigation, you would think you could predict what their 
response will be. Everybody is saying Jesus is the real thing. But they just don’t want to believe 
it right? Look at: 
 
A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God,” they said. “We 
know this man (Jesus) is a sinner.”  
- John 9:24 
 
Can you believe these guys? By the way, that’s not nearly as nice as it sounds. “Give glory to 
God” is a quote from Joshua. confess and beg for mercy. Look at the response of the man I 
really like this guy!  
 
He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but 
now I see!” Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He 
answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 
you want to become his disciples, too?”  
- John 9:25-27 
 
Don’t you love this guy? Look at: 
 
Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of 
Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he 
comes from.”  
- John 9:28-29 
 
Pharisees say “We know God was with Moses, but we’re not so sure about this Jesus.” Now 
look at the guy’s response!  
 



The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he 
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who 
does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were 
not from God, he could do nothing.”  
- John 9:30-33 
 
The man says “I know God is with Jesus, but I’m not so sure about you!” 
 
To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw 
him out.  
- John 9:34 
 
They they say he was blind because of sin and excommunicate him. See the two responses? See 
the progression? The man may not have all the pieces put together, but he knows the truth 
when he sees it. He’s going to accept it, even when others pressure him not to. 
 
The Pharisees, on the other hand, are determined to find an excuse not to believe, and they 
won’t accept Jesus, no matter how much evidence points to his authenticity. Those are the two 
options, and by the way, I think those are the only two. See, some people think there’s a third 
option called “wait.” I don’t think that’s an option. Because Light demands a Response. 
 
So when you’re faced with the light when God exposes you to that uncomfortable truth. There 
are two things you can do. You can accept it or you can look for reasons to deny it. If God is 
calling you to go to your brother, you can either start the process, get your heart right and say 
“Brother, could we go to lunch this week?” Or you can look for reasons to excuse yourself. You 
can say “He hasn’t come to me yet” or “We won’t reconcile, so it doesn’t matter” or “I would 
forgive him if he would take the first step.” 
 
When God challenges your beliefs, you can take those disturbing verses and honestly study 
them out, or you can start looking for excuses. If God is calling you to do something costly 
either here at Perry Creek or another area of you life, you have two options. You can look for 
excuses, or you can say: “I’m not completely comfortable with this idea, but I’ll honestly look 
into it. I’ll accept it as light. Those are the two options: We can accept the truth, or we can start 
looking for excuses to deny it. 
 
One more thing about this before we move on: I notice from the passage that If I’m looking for 
an excuse to disobey God, to deny the truth, I’ll find one. The Pharisees knew before they ever 
started investigating that they would find one. But the one thing that gets me is that Jesus 
makes it really easy for them to do that. He violated their interpretation of the Law three times! 
He almost gives them an excuse to deny the light. If I’m looking for excuses, I’ll find one. 
 
As a Christian parent, God’s word calls me to disciple my kids, to have the hard and important 
spiritual conversations with them, but if I’m looking for an excuse not to do that I’ll find one. 



If I’m looking for an excuse not to give, I’ll find one. Don’t want integrity in your business, you 
will find an excuse not to have it. 
 
It’s never a problem to find an excuse. A few of years ago I went to buy a fishing license at Wal 
Mart in Texas. While the guy was ringing me up, he made an $11 mistake in my favor. Now I 
guarantee I could have found an excuse to keep that! I hate to say it, but a lot of things went 
through my mind! “It could be right. Just don’t look until you’re out.” “He probably can’t void 
that (I’ll get him in trouble).” “Praise God he’s providing for the missionary!” But I went ahead 
and told him he undercharged me. So the guy calls in his supervisor to void the purchase and 
the supervisor looks at me and says “You know you have a license” In other words, “Don’t ask.  
Don’t tell. We’re OK, if you’re OK.” But I said no. Then he tried to give me an extra dollar back! I 
thought “Lord, how many times are you going to try to provide for the missionary and I just 
keep scorning it?” Just kidding! But there’s no problem finding excuses right? God is not in the 
business of removing every excuse for disobedience. 
 
So (1) We bump into the light when God exposes us to truth with which we are not 
comfortable. And (2) Once we’ve bumped into that light, there are only two responses. We  can 
accept it or look for excuses to deny it. Finally, let’s look at the consequences of each response. 
 
Accepting the truth leads to growth and life, denying the truth leads to condemnation 
 
Light is a theme in John. Like I said in the introduction, it’s mentioned again and again in John’s 
gospel. Earlier in his gospel, John revealed the two functions of light. The first function is found 
in john 1:5, where John says of Jesus “In him was life, and the life was the light of men” Light 
gives life. 
 
The second function of light is found in Chapter ,  when right on the heels of John 3:16, John 
says: “This is the condemnation that light has come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds were evil. Light brings condemnation (hardness).” 
 
Two functions: Life and Condemnation. Accepting the light leads to life. If you’ve never placed 
your trust in Christ and you at this moment accept the truth that this passage reveals about 
him, that he truly is God’s Messiah, then God will make you alive spiritually. If you are a believer 
in Christ, I would say accepting the light leads to more life. It leads to growth. Denying the light 
leads to condemnation, if you are an unbeliever, and spiritual hardness, if you are a believer. 
This is exactly what we see happen in our text. Look at: 
 
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?” “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus 
said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man said, 
“Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.  
- John 9:35-38 
 
Jesus reveals himself to the man as Messiah and gives him life. Then look: 



 
Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who 
see will become blind.” Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, 
“What? Are we blind too?” Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now 
that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.  
- John 9:39-41 
 
Jesus judges the Pharisees. That’s a sad verse, Because I don’t know if you know this, but the 
Pharisees had responded at one time to the light. Did you know that? In chapter 5, John tells us 
“They chose for a while to rejoice in the light.” But at some point, they made a decision to deny 
the truth. they found reasons to do it. 
 
See, responding to the light is an ongoing process. If we respond like the blind man, if we 
accept it, we’ll grow. In the story, we see him grow from not knowing Jesus to acknowledging 
that a man called Jesus healed him, to saying he’s from God, to recognizing him as Messiah. 
 
But if we respond like the Pharisees, if we look for reasons to deny that uncomfortable truth, 
we’re going to be hardened. In the story, they go from being divided about Jesus (verse 16 tells 
us “They were divided.”) to denying those that call Jesus authentic, to pronouncing Jesus a 
sinner, to Jesus’ condemnation. 
 
Do you see what John is teaching us? We can choose to accept that uncomfortable truth, or we 
can choose to deny it. But we cannot choose to ignore it. Once the people in this story were 
exposed to Jesus, no one remained the same. Light demands a response. 
 
I don’t know what light Jesus is shining on you right now. Maybe he’s asking you to refine your 
faith (or come to faith for the first time). Maybe he’s asking you to change your attitude. Maybe 
there’s someone you need to reconcile with. Maybe there’s something in your life that you 
need to admit is wrong. Maybe he’s asking you to change what you’re doing, To start doing 
something for him or stop doing something that’s not for him. 
 
I don’t know what light Jesus is shining on you right now. But I know this: When he shines that 
light, when he exposes us to truth with which we are not comfortable, we have two options: 
We can look for reasons to deny that truth and be hardened, or we can accept it and grow. 
 
My friend Margaret really had to wrestle with God’s character. She struggled for a time to put 
what she had experienced together with what she believed about God. But somehow through 
that process, she yielded to that truth, responded to that light, and now she has one of the 
strongest faiths I know, because she knows her God deeply. 
 
My prayer is that we will recognize Jesus’ light for what it is and grow in our knowledge of God. 
 
 


