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Today I want to talk about waiting and, as I do that, I want to ask you a question: When was the 
last time you found yourself waiting on Jesus? When was the last time you really asked Jesus 
for something and you had to wait, because Jesus was waiting to answer your prayer? When is 
the last time that happened to you? 
 
What was the prayer? Were you praying for Jesus to reveal something to you? Maybe you were 
trying to decide on a course of action, and you needed God’s input, or you were trying to 
understand something that you were going through, and you were asking God why, and you got 
nothing. Jesus waited to answer you. Or maybe you were praying for Jesus to resolve 
something. Maybe you faced a situation with conflict or injustice at work or at home. You have 
a strained marriage or a relationship that is damaged. You had taken it to Jesus for weeks for 
months, maybe even for years. You prayed for Jesus to resolve it, but he didn’t. He just didn’t 
show up when you thought he should. Maybe it was something else. Maybe you were praying 
for Jesus to heal someone or to provide something or to protect someone you loved. You 
prayed fervently, faithfully. You were hoping that Jesus would show up in a big way, but he 
didn’t. He just didn’t seem to answer in your time. 
 
When was the last time you had to wait on Jesus? Was it years ago? Months ago? Weeks ago? 
Maybe some of you are waiting on him right now. When was the last time you had to wait on 
Jesus? 
 
Today we are continuing in our study of the gospel of John called “More than just a nice guy.” 
As we’ve gone through this series, we’ve seen many of Jesus’ identities. We’ve seen that many 
of those are connected to the concept of life. We’ve seen Jesus as the Bread of Life. We’ve seen 
him as the Water of Life. We’ve seen him as the Light of Life. Today Jesus is going to reveal 
himself as “the Resurrection and the Life.” In a story that many of us have heard before or have 
at least heard about, Jesus is going to give life to a dead man named Lazarus. 
 
Many of us have heard the story before. We know the punchline. But just in case you don’t 
know the punchline, our children’s ministry studied Lazarus a couple of weeks ago. Here is a 
dramatic reenactment! That’s the punchline, and today we’re all going to wrap ourselves in 
toilet paper and jump out! Just kidding, but most of us know the punchline.  
 
But the punchline of that story (the part where Lazarus is raised from the dead) is only four 
verses long! The actual story of Lazarus is 44 verses long. It’s a story that, more than anything 
else, is about waiting. Jesus waits in this story, and other people have to wait on Jesus. 
 
So, we’re going to look at this story today. It unfolds in three movements. As we look at it, 
we’re going to learn something about waiting. But more than that, we’re going to learn some 



things about the heart of Jesus, some things that will amaze us and encourage us and lead us to 
worship today. So, let me invite you to turn in your Bibles to John 11:1-44, the story of the 
raising of Lazarus. John tells it like this: 
 
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume 
on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you 
love is sick.” When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for 
God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”  
 
Now, Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he 
stayed where he was two more days. Then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 
“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going 
back there?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day 
will not stumble, for he sees by this world’s light. It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, 
for he has no light.”  
After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am 
going there to wake him up.” His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus 
had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. So then he told 
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  
 
On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Bethany was 
less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to 
meet him, but Mary stayed at home.  
 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will 
rise again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though 
he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” 
she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the 
world.”  
And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is 
here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to 
him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly 
she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn 
there.  
When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 
“Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept. Then the 



Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”  
 
Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
“by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”  
So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing 
here, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of 
linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him 
go.”  
- John 11:1-44 
 
The story of the raising of Lazarus isn’t just about the punchline. It’s actually told in three 
movements. We’re just going to look at these one at a time, and the first movement is this: 
 
1. Jesus Waits 
 
Jesus doesn’t always answer in our time. He doesn’t fix things immediately. He allows us to 
experience discomfort. Sometimes, much to our chagrin, Jesus waits. Let me show you what I 
mean. As our story begins, John tells us about the main characters and the setting of this 
miracle. This story happens about three months after chapter 10, where Jesus gave the Good 
Shepherd discourse in the region of Judea. That discourse ended with the Religious Authorities 
of Judea trying to stone Jesus to death. Jesus is now in the region of Batanea, an area about 100 
miles from Jerusalem, across the Jordan River where they are NOT trying to kill him. He’s with 
his 12 disciples. He’s trying to make more disciples, when something happens. A guy named 
Lazarus, a close friend of Jesus and a brother of Mary and Martha, becomes seriously ill. Lazarus 
is sick. In fact, he’s on his deathbed. His sisters arrive. Jesus immediately gets two contradictory 
requests. He gets two appeals that are diametrically opposed. Let me show you what I mean. In 
verse 3, Mary and Martha make the first request. This is what they say: 
 
So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 
- John 11:3 
 
Their request, as we can see later in the story, is straightforward. They’re saying “Jesus our 
brother is sick. We know that you love him. We know that you want what’s best for him, so we 
want you to leave Batanea, come to Bethany, and heal him.” That’s their request. Come to 
Bethany and heal Lazarus before he dies. 
 
Now, the second request is from the Disciples. When they find out Jesus is thinking about 
returning to Bethany, they make a request of their own! Look at: 
 



“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going 
back there?” 
- John 11:8 
 
Now they don’t state it as a request, but again the implication is pretty clear. They’re saying 
“Hey, we know Lazarus is sick. We know you love him. We know you want to heal him, but 
Bethany is right next to Jerusalem. If you remember, three months ago in Jerusalem they tried 
to STONE us! So here’s a request: How about if we just stay here! You can do one of those 
remote, smart-healing things where you just speak the word, like you did with the Roman 
Centurion’s servant. OK?” So you’ve got two groups of people. Both have needs. Both are 
fervently making opposite requests, and we wonder which one Jesus is going to answer.  
 
So that’s the setting. Now here’s what completely blows my mind about this passage. Instead of 
choosing which request to answer, Jesus just disappoints everyone. Whichever side you’re on, 
his response makes no sense! I mean, seriously: In verses 1-3, Jesus gets the request from Mary 
and Martha, and look what he says: 
 
When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so 
that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”  
- John 11:4 
 
OK, whatever that means. But look at what Jesus does in verses 5-7. This has got to be one of 
the most confusing passages in all of the Bible: 
 
Now, Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was sick   
- John 11:5-6 
 
OK Stop! Put yourself in the story in real time. How do you expect John to finish that sentence? 
Jesus loved Mary and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard Lazarus was sick, he what? Ran 
to Bethany and healed him dropped everything to help his friend. Isn’t that how we would 
finish the sentence? Look at the passage: 
 
Now, Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he 
stayed where he was two more days. Then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 
- John 11:5-7 
 
Now think about that. That is the one response that is guaranteed to make everyone in the 
story unhappy. It makes the least amount of sense. I mean think with me: If Jesus had just 
stayed in Batanea, the Disciples would have been happy, and it would have disappointed 
Martha and Mary, but they would probably have understood, right? I mean Jesus’ life is at risk 
in Bethany, so they would understand, right? If Jesus would have gone to Bethany right away, 
Mary and Martha would have been happy, and it would have disappointed the Disciples, but 
they would probably understand it, right? His friend is sick and, if he hurries, maybe he can get 
there in time, right? 



 
But notice he doesn’t do either. He waits until his good friend Lazarus is dead, which 
disappoints Mary and Martha. Then he says “Let’s go to Bethany,” which disappoints the 
disciples. In one smooth move, Jesus has disappointed and confused everyone: The Disciples, 
the sisters, the messenger, Lazarus. Nobody knows what’s going on here. Nobody understands 
why Jesus is waiting. 
 
Jesus waits. Christian, can I just tell you that sometimes Jesus does that. He waits. Sometimes, 
Jesus waits to answer our prayers. Sometimes, he waits to heal, waits to reveal, waits to 
resolve, waits to provide. Sometimes, just like in this story, it seems like he’s waiting too long. 
Sometimes, Jesus disappoints us, and we don’t understand. Like Mary, we say “Lord, the one 
you love is sick. The one you love is suffering. The one you love is in need. This is a good person, 
a person who has given their life to you, a person who serves you. This is someone you love!” 
And Jesus just waits. Maybe Jesus is waiting in your life right now. Maybe you’re trying the 
figure out what in the world he’s doing. 
 
When that happens our minds can go a million places, as we grasp for answers. We think 
“Maybe I misbehaved. Maybe I did something bad, and God is chastening me, so I need to 
straighten up and then Jesus will move.” Or we think “Maybe this is a test of my faith. I don’t 
have enough faith, so I need to really believe, maybe quote some Bible verses, pray more and 
maybe if I have more faith Jesus will move.” Or we think maybe it’s spiritual warfare. Maybe the 
enemy is working overtime. Maybe if I pray really hard, Jesus will move. 
 
Maybe? Maybe those things can affect our prayers. But notice in this story, Jesus doesn’t point 
to misbehavior or a lack of faith or spiritual warfare. He just waits. For reasons they don’t 
understand, he waits. 
 
Before we move on, I want you to notice a couple of words here. Look at verses 5-6 again and 
look at two words. The first word is found in verse 5, and it’s the word “loved.” See that there? 
 
Now, Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  
- John 11:5 
 
Notice, it doesn’t say “He loved them until this happened” or “They thought he loved them.” It 
says “He loved them. All of them. The whole time. Full stop.” If you’re involved in a situation 
where you’re praying and pleading and raising your hand trying to get Jesus’ attention, you 
need to know something: He loves you. That hasn’t changed. Even though you don’t 
understand what’s going on, Jesus still loves you. 
 
The second word I want you to notice is the first word in verse 6 the word “so.” Jesus loved 
them, SO he waited. Notice that’s a logical connective. The Greek word is ουν. You could 
translate it “therefore” or “consequently” or “on account of this.”  Jesus loved them; therefore, 
he waited. 
 



By the way, if you’re looking at the New International Version, it says “yet.” Jesus loved them, 
yet he waited. Let me say that’s not in the original text at all. Yet is a concessive connective. It 
means something happened contrary to expectation. “Jesus loved them, but even though he 
loved them, he waited anyway.” 
 
That’s NOT what John is saying, and it’s important that we understand that here. Jesus’ waiting 
wasn’t in spite of his love for them. Jesus’ waiting was because of his love for them. His waiting 
and frustrating and confusing and disappointing of Mary, and Martha, and Lazarus was the 
deliberate expression of his love. Although no one in the story could possibly have understood 
it at this time, waiting was the most loving thing Jesus could have done. 
 
So if Jesus is waiting in your life, know that he loves you and that his waiting to answer your 
prayer isn’t in spite of his love. His waiting is in some way, maybe in ways we can’t understand 
right now, because of his love.  
 
So in the first movement of this story, Jesus does something that confuses everyone: He waits.  
Now in the second movement of this story Jesus does something that, if possible, is even more 
confusing.  
 
2. Jesus Weeps 
 
The second movement of our story starts in verse 17, when Jesus arrives at the village of 
Bethany in Judea. Let me just summarize the story for you. When Jesus and his disciples arrive 
at the outskirts of Bethany, John tells us that what they found is exactly what Jesus had 
predicted: Lazarus is dead. In fact, he’s good and dead! Many Jews of Jesus’ day believed that 
the spirit hovered over the body of a deceased person for three days. When Jesus and his 
disciples arrive, they find that Lazarus has already been dead and in the grave for four days. He 
is officially good and dead! So outside of a huge miracle, a miracle bigger than Elijah, or Elisha, 
or any of the other prophets had ever done, Lazarus has no hope. When Jesus arrived in 
Bethany, he could feel it. The sadness the confusion the frustration the emotion that a 
premature death brings was all around him. 
 
He encountered it first with Martha. When she found out Jesus was coming, she got up and ran 
to meet him. Before he even entered the village, she caught up to him. She did it respectfully, 
but she gave him a piece of her mind. She didn’t greet Jesus. She just launched straight into it. 
She said “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” In the end, she 
expressed her faith in Jesus as Messiah, but listen, she was clearly hurt and confused that Jesus 
had waited. 
 
Then came Mary. Martha told her to go see Jesus. When she did, she made the same tearful 
accusation: “If you had been here, my brother would not have died.” Again, no greeting. No 
warming up. No “How have things been, Jesus?” Just the same, simple question of 
bewilderment: “Where were you? We needed you, and you didn’t come?” 
 



Ever have a conversation like that with a spouse? With a parent? With a friend you thought you 
could trust? Ever had a conversation like that with God? If you walk with Jesus long, if you live a 
life of faith, eventually you’ll have one of those conversations with God. Mary and Martha were 
devastated, and so were the other people in the village. In verses 33-34, John tells us: 
 
When Jesus saw her (Mary) weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, 
he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and 
see, Lord,” they replied. 
- John 11:33-34 
 
then John gives us the other most confusing passage in the whole Bible. You know it was 
confusing when John said Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, so he waited to come to 
them. But if possible, this is even more confusing. Look at: 
 
“Jesus wept” 
-   John 11:35 
 
It’s the shortest verse in the whole Bible! “Jesus wept.” That’s the whole thing! So parents, you 
can tell your kids you memorized your Bible verse today! 
 
But it’s a confusing verse. Because if we really think about the story, we wonder “Why is Jesus 
weeping?” It doesn’t make any sense. It doesn’t make any sense if we know the beginning of 
the story. It was Jesus’ deliberate, intentional inactivity that brought this about. Lazarus is dead, 
because he chose to wait! So if we know the beginning of the story, it doesn’t make any sense. 
 
If we know the end of the story, it doesn’t make any sense. In just a few minutes, everything is 
going to be OK! They are going to be high-fiving each other, because Jesus is going to raise 
Lazarus from the dead. Jesus knows he’s going to do that! He’s already said “This sickness will 
not end in death!” So if we know the beginning of the story, Jesus’ weeping doesn’t make 
sense. If we know the end of the story, it doesn’t make sense. 
 
So why is Jesus weeping? Why is he crying? By the way, the Greek word there is a powerful 
word. This isn’t a little tear running down the corner of Jesus’ eye. It’s a cry of anguish, and 
hurt, and frustration. Why is Jesus weeping? 
 
He’s weeping because he’s chosen to enter our pain. He chooses to enter our pain. Jesus has 
chosen to come to this earth and to do life with his friends, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus and his 
disciples. His friends have run smack into the brokenness of this world in the form of sickness 
and death, and he chooses to enter their pain and weep with them. 
 
Jesus is weeping, because he has entered their pain. At a big-picture level, there’s no reason at 
all for Jesus to weep. He knows why he waited. He knows that Lazarus needed to die. He knows 
what he’s going to do, that he’s just about to fix it all. So he knows on one level that there’s 
really nothing to cry about here. 



 
But Jesus knows one more thing. He knows that they don’t know any of that. He knows they 
don’t understand. They’re just people, and all they know is that they’ve lost a loving brother, a 
righteous man, a good friend. He knows that’s all they know. So rather than telling them to 
think about the big picture or rebuking them for the weakness of their faith, Jesus sits down 
next to them and enters their pain and weeps, weeps for the brokenness of this world. 
 
If you’re waiting on Jesus, I hope you know that he weeps with you. I hope that you are amazed 
and brought to worship by the fact that the God of this universe, who created all things and 
spun galaxies into place and calls each star by name, cares. He doesn’t just care about this 
world in general. He doesn’t just care about humanity as a whole enough to die for it. He cares 
for you. He died for you, and he doesn’t just care about the end-game of your life. He doesn’t 
just look at you and say “Quit crying. It’s all going to be OK in the end.” He cares about the 
moments of your life, big and little! Your victories and defeats, when your kids make you proud, 
he’s beaming with you! When you say no to a second helping of cheesecake, he smiles! When 
your heart is broken, when you don’t know which way is up, when you’re confused because you 
needed him and he just didn’t seem to show up, he enters your pain and sits down and weeps 
with you. Jesus weeps. 
 
So those are the first two movements of our story: (1) Jesus waits, and (2) Jesus weeps. But as 
you know, the story’s not over yet. There’s a third movement to the story of Lazarus, and it’s 
this: 
 
3. Jesus Wakens 
 
Not only does Jesus wait at times and confuse us, not only does he weep with us while we are 
confused, but Jesus wakens! He resolves. He resurrects. He does things that are so much bigger 
than we could ever imagine. 
 
In the story despite all the miracles that Jesus had done, despite all the little hints that he has 
dropped along the way, no one expected that he would resuscitate a guy who has been dead, 
and buried, and in the tomb four days! No one suspected that! No one got it! The disciples 
didn’t get it. They were saying “Let us go and die with him.” 
 
Martha comes closest, but she clearly didn’t get it. When Jesus says to her “Your brother will 
rise again,” she says “I know he will rise in the resurrection in the last day.”  
 
Jesus says “I AM the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
-   John 11:25-26 
 
She says “yes,” and we wonder if she might possibly get what Jesus is about to do. But look at 
what she says when Jesus tells them to roll the stone away: 
 



“Take away the stone,” Jesus said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this 
time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 
- John 11:39 
 
She doesn’t get it! By the way, she’s still a clean freak if you know Martha! Nobody expects it! 
But look what Jesus does: 
 
When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to 
them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”  
- John 11:43-44 
 
Jesus wakens! He wakens! He doesn’t just apologize for being late and throw out a little 
consolation miracle. He raises from the dead a guy that has been decomposing in the Middle 
Eastern sun for four days! He wakens! All of a sudden, we can see that Jesus was up to things 
that were so much bigger than anyone ever suspected! 
 
All of a sudden, we can see that Jesus’ waiting, his refusal to answer their requests in their time, 
was completely premeditated, was absolutely purposeful and was entirely an expression of love 
for Martha, and Mary, and the Disciples, and for Lazarus. He was up to things that were so 
much bigger than anyone ever imagined. 
 
Think about it. Think about all that was accomplished because Jesus waited.  
 
Because Jesus waited, God did a much bigger miracle. Jesus said this sickness would glorify 
God. It did that in a much bigger way, because Jesus waited. This is the pinnacle the climax of all 
Jesus’ miracles! It glorified God! Lazarus got to be part of glorifying God! He got to be part of 
the story! Do you think he would have been mentioned in the gospel if Jesus had told him to 
take some penicillin and he had been healed? Probably not! Do you think he would have been 
mentioned if Jesus had healed his sickness? Maybe but because Jesus waited until it seemed 
too late, Lazarus gets to be one of only two people Jesus healed that are mentioned by name in 
the Bible. Let me ask you something: Lazarus is in glory now. Do you think he resents the fact 
that Jesus waited? Do you think he’s sitting up there going “Boy, I can’t believe Jesus did that to 
me! I lost four whole days!” No, he gets to glorify God. He gets to be part of the story because 
Jesus waited. 
 
Because Jesus waited, everybody’s faith grew. Because he waited, the faith of Martha and 
Mary and the Disciples and of Lazarus grew! When God answers our prayers right away, it 
grows our faith. But you know what grows your faith even more? Waiting. Waiting grows your 
faith, because faith belongs to the realm of the invisible. The Bible says “Faith is the certainty of 
things not seen” and that means that faith is primarily exercised, primarily developed and 
grown, not when we can see God acting, but when we can’t. The place faith really grows is in 
the waiting. Because it’s in waiting that we really learn to hang on and keep trusting God, even 
though we can’t see him. Because while we wait, we run out of our own resources. As we wait, 



all our schemes and resources and attempts to fix the situation are exhausted. We are left in 
this place where we know that if God doesn’t rescue us. It’s not going to happen. That puts our 
hearts in a posture, so that when he does answer we recognize it and glorify him and believe in 
him even more. In the waiting, Jesus was up to much bigger things than anyone imagined. But 
before we stop, there’s one more thing we need to see that was accomplished by Jesus’ 
waiting, one more way that waiting was an expression of his love: 
 
The waiting glorified Jesus. Let me show you something important that Jesus said early in this 
story. This is way back at the beginning of the chapter when the messenger first arrived to tell 
Jesus that Lazarus was sick. Look at what Jesus says in verse 4: 
 
When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory” 
- John 11:4a 
 
As we pointed out a minute ago, God was glorified. Look at what Jesus says in the second half 
of the verse: 
 
“so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”  
- John 11:4b 
 
If you were to read John’s gospel very carefully, you would notice something. When Jesus uses 
that word “glorified” to describe himself in John’s gospel, it’s normally a code-word that means 
“crucified.” He’s used it that way in chapter 7, and he’s going to use it that way in chapters 12, 
13, 17, and 21. When Jesus talks about his crucifixion, he refers to it as his glorification. 
 
What Jesus is saying here is that he knows that Lazarus’ sickness is going to result in his 
crucifixion: “If I wait, Lazarus is going to die. If he dies, I’ll raise him from the dead. If I do that, I 
will be crucified.” If we keep reading, that’s exactly how it happens. Jesus waits. Lazarus dies.  
Jesus does this great miracle. The crowds turn to him. That’s the moment when not some scribe 
in Galilee or some Pharisee in Nazareth, but the High Priest himself and the entire Ruling 
council of Jerusalem, gather and formally decree that Jesus must die. That’s how it went down. 
Lazarus’ sickness resulted in Jesus’ crucifixion. 
 
What Jesus is saying here is this: Lazarus is sick. If I wait, not only will God be glorified through a 
big miracle, not only with everyone’s faith grow, but if I wait and only if I wait, I will be crucified. 
They will hang me on a cross, and I will die for the sins of the world. I will secure the 
resurrection, not just of Lazarus but of every person who puts their faith in me all, because I 
waited. Jesus could see that if he waited, he would have the opportunity to lay down his life for 
his friends. 
 
Maybe today you’re waiting on God. I don’t know all the “why’s” of your waiting. I often ask 
God that myself. What I do know is that there is a why, there is a reason that Jesus waits to 
answer us, and that reason has its basis in the fact that he loves us. If you’re waiting on Jesus, 
he loves you. 


