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Faithful: Steadfast in affection and allegiance, loyal, constant. Polycarp was a Faithful Pastor 
who lived around 2,000 years ago. History tells us that he was actually a disciple of John, the 
apostle of Jesus. When he grew up, he became a pastor in Smyrna. He was known for the way 
he loved and cared for his church.  
 
At this time, the Romans were looking to kill Christians. At the old age of 86, the Romans sought 
out to kill him. They desired to bring him to an arena to be killed for his faith. As they ushered 
Polycarp into the arena, the crowd began to get excited. A few days earlier they had been 
chanting his name. The official in charge gave Polycarp multiple opportunities to renounce his 
faith.  
 
“Have respect for your old age, swear by the fortune of Caesar. Repent, and say, ‘Down with 
the Atheists!’ “Swear,” urged the Proconsul, “reproach Christ, and I will set you free.” “86 years 
have I have served him,” Polycarp declared, “and he has done me no wrong. How can I 
blaspheme my King and my Savior?” 
 
“I have wild animals here,” the Proconsul said. “I will throw you to them if you do not repent.” 
“Call them,” Polycarp replied. “It is unthinkable for me to repent from what is good to turn to 
what is evil “If you despise the animals, I will have you burned.” “You threaten me with fire 
which burns for an hour, and is then extinguished, but you know nothing of the fire of the 
coming judgment and eternal punishment, reserved for the ungodly. Why are you waiting? 
Bring on whatever you want.” 
 
We encouraged by stories of people who in the face of opposition and great trials persevere to 
the end. But what about the people who don’t remain faithful? What about the people who 
fail? Has there been a time in your life where you have chosen to not remain faithful? Have you 
ever failed God? All of us have. So what then what is our hope?   
 
In our story, we are going to look at the lives of two people. Jesus and Peter, one who is faithful 
unto death and another who is unfaithful. Then we are going to see how the faithfulness of one 
gives hope to the faithlessness of the other. Then we are going to see the hope that the gospel 
brings into the situation.  
1. Jesus is Faithful 
2. Peter is Unfaithful 
3. The Gospel Brings Hope. Forgiveness – Substitution; Empowerment – Resurrection  
 
When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the 
other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.  



Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his 
disciples. So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from 
the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.  
Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you 
want?”  
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there 
with them.)  When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. Again he asked 
them, “Who is it you want?”“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.  
Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” This 
happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you 
gave me. 
 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his 
right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)  
 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given 
me?”  
Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. 
They bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the 
high priest that year.  Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would 
be good if one man died for the people.  
Peter’s First Denial  
 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the 
high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at 
the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant 
girl on duty there and brought Peter in.  
 “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. He replied, “I am not.”  
 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. 
Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.  
The High Priest Questions Jesus  
 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.  
 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the 
temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those 
who heard me. Surely they know what I said.”  
 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the way you 
answer the high priest?” he demanded.  
 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, 
why did you strike me?”  Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.  
Peter’s Second and Third Denials  
 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him, “You 
aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?”  
He denied it, saying, “I am not.”  
 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged 
him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a 
rooster began to crow.  
Jesus Before Pilate  



 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now 
it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace, 
because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover.  So Pilate came out to them and asked, 
“What charges are you bringing against this man?”  
“If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.”  
Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” “But we have no right to 
execute anyone,” they objected. This took place to fulfill what  
Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die.  
 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of 
the Jews?”  
“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”“Am I a Jew?” Pilate 
replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me.  
What is it you have done?”  
 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my 
arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”  
 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the 
reason I was born and came into the  
world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”  
 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and 
said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. But it is your custom for me to release to you one 
prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”  
They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in an 
uprising.  
- John 18:1-40 
 
First in this passage, we 
 
1.  See the Faithfulness of Jesus 
 
As we walk through this story, we are going to see, time and time again, the faithful surrender 
that Jesus had to His Father. His faithful surrender that leads him to the cross.  
 
When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the 
other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. 
- John 18:1-40 
 
After Jesus had left Jerusalem where he performed the first Lord’s Supper, washed his disciple’s 
feet, and prayed, he then went over to what is known as the garden of Gethsemane, this the 
place that we read in other gospels that Jesus agonized in prayer with God the Father, knowing 
that the time for him to give up his life was drawing near.  
 
Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his 
disciples  
- John 18:2 



 
Judas Iscariot, the one who was to betray Jesus, knew about the place Jesus was praying 
because Jesus had often taken Judas along with the other eleven disciples.  
 
The first act of Faithfulness is POSITIONING. Jesus knew that Judas was going to be looking for 
him. Jesus knew that tonight was the night that Judas was going to betray his teacher. So what 
does Jesus do? He goes to a place that he knows that Judas will look for him. He didn’t try to 
hide. He didn’t try to run. He placed himself where he knew Judas would come to betray him.  
 
 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief 
priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 
- John 18:3 
 
At this time, it was after midnight so that faithful day that we know as “Good Friday” had 
begun. Throughout John, we have seen that Jesus said that his hour had not come for him to 
offer up his life, but now that day had come. The day that Jesus was born for, the day that he 
would die, had begun.  
 
So while Jesus and the other 11 disciples were in the garden, Judas came to betray his master. 
He brought with him Roman soldiers as well as officials from the high priest and the Pharisees. 
These Roman soldiers likely consisted of a group of 200 men. These officers that came would 
have been the temple police force.  
 
Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you 
want?”  
- John 18:4 
 
“Jesus went out to them” 
 
The second act of Faithfulness is INITIATIVE. Here again we see the faithfulness of Jesus. In His 
divine sovereignty, he knew what the day held. He was going to die, but faithfulness is seen, the 
willingness of Jesus to lay down his life. He is going to voluntarily give himself up and be 
arrested.  
 
“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing 
there with them.) When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 
- John 18:5-6 
 
Even as these people come to arrest Jesus, they still fall to the ground in awe of Him just when 
he speaks His name!  
 
 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want? ” Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.  



Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.”  This 
happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you 
gave me.” 
 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his 
right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)  
- John 18:8-10 
 
The third act of Faithfulness is DISPITE HIS DIVINITY. What a great scene to be reminded of who 
Jesus is. Jesus is in complete control of this situation. He is God. All he had to do was speak his 
name and his enemies fell to the ground. In Jesus’ display of power, he reminds us who is in 
control.  We learn in the gospels that after Peter cut off the man’s ear Jesus picks the man’s ear 
up and heals him. Despite his divine power, he will be faithful to his calling to die. Other gospels 
tell us he could have called thousands of angels to rescue him, but he doesn’t.  
 
 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given 
me?”  
- John 18:11 
 
The fourth Act of Faithfulness: Jesus had just agonized in prayer with God the Father asking if 
this cup could be removed from him.  
 
“The Cup of the Father” is the wrath and punishment of God for sin.  
 
While Jesus prayed for another way, he faithfully surrendered to his Father’s will. This was the 
plan since the beginning of time. Jesus was going to die for the sins of the world and Jesus was 
willing to pay the ultimate price. To bear the wrath of God and the judgement of sin.  
 
 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus.  
- John 18:12 
 
The fifth Act Faithfulness: This alone, that they arrested Jesus, speaks of his willingness to 
endure the wrath of God and die. He could have called for thousands of angels to rescue him. 
He could have stopped it at any moment. Instead he willingly chose to be arrested by and taken 
into custody by the people who would murder him.  
 
This year I really wanted to become a disciplined reader. What I mean by that is that I am a 
great starter of books but not a great finisher of books. To help me be a better finisher of 
books, I am reading some fun books like the Narnia Series. I have finished The Magicians 
Nephew and am now in the middle of “The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe”.  
 
In this book, four kids find themselves in a magical land called Narnia. In this land, the author, 
CS Lewis gives a beautiful allegory of the Christian faith. For example, Aslan, who is the Lion is 
representative of Jesus and the White Witch represents Satan. To make a long story short, one 
of the kids befriends the white witch and, due to his betrayal, he must die. Aslan then strikes a 



deal with the witch where he will die for the kid. Just this week I read the scene where Aslan is 
being bound by the witch’s servants. I love how C.S Lewis portrays this scene. The witch’s 
servants are very tentative. They know the power of Aslan. But as they start to bind him, he 
doesn’t resist.  
 
At any point, Aslan could have taken his paw and ended the white witch. In the first book, we 
learn that Aslan created Narnia for goodness sakes. But he didn’t. He allowed himself to be 
bound up and to eventually be killed.  
 
Jesus choose this road. He chose to die. He willingly went to the garden where he would be 
found. He willingly meets Judas along with the soldiers and police. Even though he was God 
with divine powers, he willingly allows these men to arrest him. He willingly went under trail. 
Jesus willingly died and took on the cup of God’s wrath and punishment for sin on himself. 
Through it all, Jesus remained faithful.  
 
See the faithfulness of Jesus. He was faithful to His Father for you. The reason Jesus had to be 
faithful was because of our sin. The reason Jesus had to die was because of you and me. Jesus is 
faithfully taking steps towards his death so that he can save you and me.  
 
But there is another person is this story who does not remain faithful. When the times get 
tough for him, he does the exact opposite of Jesus.  
 
2. See the Faithlessness of Peter 
 
They bound Jesus and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the 
high priest that year. Jesus went to Annas who was the former High Priest and the father-in-law 
of the current high priest Caiaphas. Even though Annas was not the current high priest he 
exercised a lot of authority. In fact, it is very possible that the Jews saw him as exercising more 
authority than Caiaphas.  
 
Him and another disciple, more than likely John the disciple of Jesus and author of the Gospel 
of John, followed Jesus to the trial: 
 
 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the 
high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at 
the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the 
servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in.  
 “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. He replied, “I am not.”  
 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. 
Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.  
- John 18:15-18 
 
John was known by the high priest, so he gained access to the high priest courtyard. Peter is at 
first denied entrance into the courtyard, but John convinced the girl who is watching the door 



to let Peter in as well. While in the courtyard, the servant girl who let him in the courtyard 
asked if he was one of Jesus’ disciples and Peter says, “I am not.” 
 
It looked as if Peter was going to stick it out with Jesus, when all the other disciples bailed. But 
at his first opportunity to be faithful to Jesus. He immediately denies Him.  
 
 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.  
- John 18:19 
 
It is interesting how the author, John, writes this scene. He goes back and forth between Peter 
in the courtyard and Jesus on trial. This is obviously not by accident. At the same time that Jesus 
was not denying who he was, the Son of God, Peter was denying him who he was and that he 
even knew him. So as Jesus is on trial then goes back to Peter in the courtyard.  
 
It was a cold night, so Peter was out warming himself by the fire.  
- John 18:25 
 
Someone else then asked him “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” He denied it, 
saying, “I am not.”  
 
One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged 
him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a 
rooster began to crow.  
- John 18:26-27 
 
As Peter continued warming himself, someone else asked him if he was a disciple of Jesus. We 
learn from the other gospels that this was also a servant girl who asked him. And this time he 
denies the accusation by taking an oath. He is saying, “I swear I am not disciple of Jesus.”  
 
Next a relative of the man who Peter cut off his ear recognizes him and said he saw him in the 
garden. Again, we learn from the other gospels that Peter not only denies Jesus a third time but 
brings down a curse upon himself and swears to not know Jesus. He swears on his life!  
 
Peter did what? Peter was a part of Jesus’ inner circle. He saw Jesus say and do things that no 
one else did. He swore to Jesus hours earlier that he would never deny him even to the point of 
death.  He even cut off a man’s ear for arresting Jesus. But then when the rubber meets the 
road, Peter denies Jesus in his darkest hour.  
 
Peter who when Jesus said he would deny him, just hours earlier in the upper room, said that 
he would never do that. In fact, he said he would die before ever denying Jesus. Yet here he is, 
denying that he was with Jesus. This Peter who was willing to kill for Jesus, as he showed when 
he cut off a man’s ear, when Jesus was arrested. To the one who had been nothing but faithful 
to him, he was denying.  
 



“and at that moment a rooster began to crow.” 
 
Just as Jesus had predicted, Peter had denied Jesus three times before the rooster crowed. We 
see the wickedness and ugliness of sin here. Tim Keller has a quote where he says that we are 
more sinful than we even dare to imagine. Saying that you could never sin in such in such a way 
is only opening you up to fall.  
 
It reminds me of what Paul told the Corinthian church who thought they had it all together, “So 
if you think you are standing firm be careful that you don’t fall.” See how wicked your heart is. 
Peter did not have an accurate view of his own heart. He did not think he was susceptible to the 
sin of denying Jesus before men, but he was not only susceptible but gave in immediately and 
multiple times to denying Christ!  
 
“Take Heed Lest You Fall.” Are there sins in your life that you never think you could possibly 
commit? Are you aware of how sinful you are? How unfaithful you are to Jesus?  
 
There is a popular Christian figure who does pre-marital counseling with this approach in mind. 
When the two love birds get together with him, he helps them to see how wicked their hearts 
can be. He asked the couple to individually write up if they were going to cheat on their spouse, 
this is how they would cover things up and here are signs you would see. Now I must admit that 
I don’t know if I recommend that practice, but his reasoning is clear. It is to show them that 
they are vulnerable to sin.  
 
We are vulnerable.  
 
Be alert. This is why it is important to hold fast daily to the Word of God, to be in communion 
daily with him, to be in communion with your church. As we are walking with Jesus, we are less 
susceptible to sin and temptation.  
 
We learn from the other gospels that when the rooster crowed and he realized what he had 
done, Peter then runs out and weeps. Peter failed. He denies Jesus to two girls and a man by 
the fire while Jesus is remaining faithful in the face of death.  
 
Not only are we susceptible to failure, but we do fail. Have you ever failed Jesus? Has there 
been a time in your life where you have denied him? Maybe you have verbally spoken against 
him. Maybe by the way you live your life you have denied him. We all have times in our lives 
where we deny Christ. We all have times in our lives where we fail., and our temptation is to 
take our failure and woller in it, to beat ourselves up with it, to allow the guilt and the shame to 
consume us.  
 
I know I am. God, how could I have said that. God how could I have done that. What was I 
thinking?!  
 



Even though we are unfaithful, even though Peter is unfaithful, because Jesus is faithful, we 
have hope.  
 
3.  See the Hope of the Gospel 
 
Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor.  
- John 18:28 
 
Jesus had now been sentenced to death by the Jews, but the Jews did not the legal authority to 
carry out the execution of Jesus. So after the verdict by the Jews that had to take Jesus to go on 
trial before the Romans. So they brought Jesus to the Roman Governor of Judea, Pontius Pilate.  
 
By now it was early morning, (It was around 3-6am) and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness, they 
did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover.  
 
The irony of this is outstanding! The Jews were worried about a legalistic law of not being under 
the roof of a gentile, thinking obeying that would save then as they were seeking to kill the only 
Savior of the world.  
 
So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?”  
“If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.”  
Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” “But we have no right to 
execute anyone,” they objected. This took place to fulfill what  
Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die.  
Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of 
the Jews?”  
- John 18:1-40 
 
Being a Roman, Pilate did not care about these theological charges of blasphemy that they Jews 
are saying about Jesus. He only cared if Jesus was a threat to the Roman Empire. Being a King 
would be such a threat. For anyone who claims to be a king would put him directly opposed to 
Caesar. So Pilate goes and questions Jesus. By Jesus’ answers, Pilate sees no reason to charge.  
Pilate does not see Jesus as a threat to Rome or Caesar, so he wants to release him. But the 
Jews are insistent.  
 
So Pilate comes up with a plan that I am sure he believes will work and make everyone happy.  
 
 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do 
you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”  
- John 18:39 
 
It was custom for a Roman Governor to release one prisoner every Passover. This was to serve 
as an act of good faith by the Romans during the time of the Passover. So Pilate gave the Jews 
two options. He could either release for them a man named Barabbas or Jesus. Barabbas was a 



terrible man who was on death row. He was a known thief, murderer, and terrorist. Surely the 
Jews would choose Jesus over the terrorist Barabbas.  
 
They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!”  
- John 18:1-40 
 
But Pilate’s plan did not work. They would rather have a murderer back on the streets than 
Jesus.  
 
Can you imagine if you were Barabbas? You are scheduled to die, and rightfully so. You are a 
thief and a murderer. Here comes the day of your death and all of a sudden, a guard comes to 
your prison. He opens the door, unlocks and releases your chains, and says, “You are free to 
go.” You then find out that the reason you are free is because a man named Jesus took your 
place, a man that you find out was not a murderer, not a thief, in fact he had never done 
anything wrong in his entire life. He was completely innocent, yet he was going to die for you. A 
man completely guilty.  
 
In this exchange, we begin to see exactly what Jesus’ work on the cross does. Because here is 
reality: We are Barabbas. We are the guilty ones. We are the ones that deserve to die, because 
of our sin, because we fail, because we have been unfaithful. We are the ones in our prison cell, 
locked in chains, heading for death and punishment for our sins. Jesus then comes to us and 
says, YOU DON’T HAVE TO DIE. I HAVE DIED FOR YOU.  
 
In this, we see the gospel, the beautiful exchange, Jesus is our faithful substitute. His life for 
yours. He dies, you live. He is punished, you are free. So what hope is there for the unfaithful? 
Jesus, a sinless man is crucified, while your guilty sinner goes free. Because of the Jesus’ 
substitution, we are forgiven. But the story doesn’t end there. The gospel also empowers us. 
 
Peter’s story didn’t end after he denied Jesus. In Acts 4, we see Peter again. This time he is 
questioned by not by two girls and a random guy, but the religious powers. Because he was 
preaching about Jesus, he was brought before Annas and Caiaphas, the same men who had 
sentenced Jesus to death. This time his response is not the same as before in the courtyard of 
the high priest. This time Peter shows no fear. When told by these men to stop preaching about 
Jesus, he tells them no way! What has changed from just days earlier when he denied Jesus 
before two girls and a random guy? Jesus. Jesus rose from the dead and then empowered Peter 
by the Holy Spirit.  
 
What does this mean for us today? It means that you too can be forgiven and empowered 
because of Christ.  
 
Believer: If you are a follower of Christ today, you no longer have to live in your guilt and 
shame. When you fail, and you will fail, you are forgiven. And not only are you forgiven, you are 
then empowered to be used by Jesus. Jesus continues to use Peter even though he failed, and 
he wants to continue using you.  



 
Unbeliever: If you are not a follower of Christ or if you don’t know, then hear this today. You 
are on death row. Because you are an unfaithful sinner, you will be punished for your sin. But 
Jesus has provided a way for him to be punished instead of you. While you take him up on that 
free offer today? 


