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One of the things I really loved when Kelley and I lived in Africa was the variety of fruits that 
you could grow and eat! I love fruit. I love almost all kinds of fruit! Granted there’s one kind of 
African fruit that I do not like. It’s called mazvinji, and biting into it is basically like biting into a 
piece of sidewalk chalk that has been soaked in lime juice. But I like many, many kinds of fruit!  
Because of the climate in Zimbabwe, we could grow many kinds of fruit. At one time, Kelley and 
I had in our yard trees for mango, lemon, tangerine, grapefruit, bananas, papaya, guava, 
peaches and avocado. Sounds impressive, doesn’t it? There’s just one problem. We had almost 
no fruit. The banana plants grew like crazy but never produced bananas! The mango dropped 
all its blossoms no matter how much we watered it. The avocado produced these shrivelly little 
apricot-sized things, and the peach tree just gave up the ghost! It was bad! 
 
Finally, one day I had a farmer friend visit us and look at our trees. He explained that if you 
want to grow fruit, there are certain principles you have to know. When a banana plant 
produces, you have to chop the whole thing down. You’ll think you’ve killed it, but other shoots 
will come up and it will bear more fruit. That’s the only way it will continue to produce. You 
can’t water a mango tree in the dry season or all the blossoms will fall off. He looked at the 
Avocado tree and said “You need to drive some nails in that.” I said “Really? Nails?”  “Yep, just 
some cheap 16 penny nails.” I said “Drive them in where?” He said “Anywhere the tree needs 
iron.” I thought “That is the dumbest thing I’ve ever heard” but I’ll be hanged if that tree didn’t 
start growing big, beautiful avocados! My point is if you want to grow fruit, there are certain 
principles that you have to apply. If you know them, you’re much more likely to succeed. 
 
What’s true of physical fruit is true of spiritual fruit as well. We all want to live fruitful lives, 
don’t we? By spiritual fruit, I mean we want to live abundant lives, lives that produce all the 
things that God made us to produce. We want to live our lives in such a way that when we 
finish our Heavenly Father says “Well done. You fulfilled my purpose. You bore the fruit I made 
you to bear.” 
 
We all want to hear that, and you know what? We want to be a fruitful church as well. It’s our 
second Anniversary today at Perry Creek! We want to be a fruitful church! Think about our 
logo. It’s a tree, and we remember our values by thinking about a living productive fruit tree. 
We say drink deeply (through Bible and prayer), grow richly (family, community), and share 
freely (community and missions). It’s a fruit tree! All that serves to remind us that we want to 
be a fruitful church! We want to bear as a church the unique fruit that God calls us to produce.  
A fruit that is greater than the sum of our individual Christian lives. We want to bear abundant 
fruit! 
 
So how do we do that? What principles has God put into place to help us bear the unique fruit 
he wants us to bear? Well today, we are continuing in our study of John’s gospel called “More 



than just a nice guy.” Today we are not just going to go in order and look at the next passage. 
Rather, today we are going to look at a special passage that I have wanted us to look at on our 
second Anniversary Sunday, one of my favorite passages in the whole Bible a passage that 
changed my view of the Christian life forever and a passage that addresses this topic of 
fruitfulness. 
 
Let me invite you to turn in your Bibles to John 15:1-8. This is Jesus’ parable of the Vine and the 
Branches. As we look at this passage today, we’ll see three principles that God has put into 
place to help us bear fruit, a principle that relates to what Christ does, a principle that relates to 
what the Father does, and a principle that relates to what we do. So we’ll see these three 
principles that help us bear fruit and how they help us bear the unique fruit that God has called 
us to bear both in our individual lives and as the Church at Perry Creek. 
 
Now just to set the table for you and let you know where we are at in John’s gospel, as we 
come to this passage. Jesus has just served the last supper to his disciples. He’s about to be 
betrayed by Judas and crucified (which we saw last week). As he’s giving his disciples his final 
teaching, he gives them a metaphor about fruitfulness. Let’s read John 15:1-8. Jesus says:  
 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You 
are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain (or Abide) in me, and I will 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in me.  
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given 
you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples. 
- John 15:1-8 
 
Today we are going to see Jesus’ job, the Father’s job, and our job in producing fruit, as we look 
at this passage.  So let’s start by looking at Jesus’ job: 
 
1. Jesus’ job is to be the Source of Life 
 
Starting in verse 1, Jesus gives us this metaphor with three characters: The Vine, The Gardener 
or Vinedresser, and the Branches. He starts with the most basic character. First, look at what 
Jesus says: 
 
“I am the true Vine” 
- John 15:1 
 



Jesus calls himself the “True Vine.” Now there are lots of implications in that statement about 
Jesus that the disciples would have understood. But the most basic thing Jesus is saying when 
he says “I am the true vine” is simple: He’s saying that he is the true source of life. Jesus is the 
Vine. He is the only source of life and vitality and fruitfulness for the branches. Jesus is the 
source of life. Let me show you something (a branch). This is a pretty good looking branch, isn’t 
it? It’s got nice leaves and bark. Let me ask you a question: Is it healthy? Not anymore! Why 
not? It’s not connected to the vine. In a few days, it’s going to look like this because the Vine is 
the source of life and vitality. That’s what Jesus is saying here: He is the source of life and 
vitality. He says it again and again in this passage: 
 
 “I am the true vine” 
- John 15:1 
 
“I am the Vine” 
- John 15:5 
 
He says “I am the only way you can bear fruit” 
- John 15:4 
 
“Apart from me you can do nothing.” 
- John 15:5 
 
“If you’re not connected to me you will wither” 
- John 15:6 
 
Again and again, Jesus repeats the idea that he is the true source of our life. Do you know why 
Jesus says that so many times? Because we are so good at forgetting it! We are so easily 
distracted by other things! We have to remember that Jesus and nothing else is the source of 
our spiritual life and fruitfulness. 
 
Jesus is the source of life in our individual lives. Our life is not found in our wealth. Kelley and I 
watched a DVD the other night about the J. Paul Getty, the wealthiest man in the world. He was 
absolutely miserable! Life is not found in our wealth! Guys, it’s not found in our hobbies or our 
possessions or our sports teams. These things are wonderful. We thank God for them, but 
that’s not where our life is found. 
 
Our life is not found in our career. You know, I’m very concerned because we are raising up a 
generation of kids and basically what we’re telling them is: “Here’s how it works: You work 
hard,  get into the best university you can, and get a job that is your favorite, and voila! you will 
have a meaningful life!” But that’s not where meaning and life come from. 
 
The other day I was listening to NPR and they were interviewing a guy that I thought for sure 
must have been a Pastor, but he wasn’t. He was actually a researcher from a Business School at 
a Secular University. What he said is that Americans are now trying to get from their jobs what 



we used to get from our churches, meaning, community and values. He said “It’s not working.” 
He kept saying “A job is a great place to make money, but it makes a poor house of worship.” 
And that’s a secular researcher! Listen, our life is not found in our career.  
 
Ladies, our life is not found in our children. I’ve seen a lot of kids with a lot of pressure on them, 
because their parents try to make them and their success the meaning of life. But that’s not 
where our life is found.  Christ is the Vine! He’s the source of our individual life. 
 
He’s the only source of life for our church. The life of this church, the source of its vitality and 
fruitfulness, is Christ. It’s not the Pastor. I’m not the source of life. I’m only useful inasmuch as I 
point us to find our life in Christ. The source of our life it not our relationships with each other, 
great as those are! The source of our life is not a program, like our outreach program. I hope 
our outreach plans grow our church. I love the padded seats, the new sound system, the new 
entryway. I’m so thankful for those who have worked hard on these things. But they know and I 
know, and I hope you know, that this church has one source of life. It’s Jesus Christ. As the True 
Vine, Jesus’ job is to be the source of Life. 
 

2. The Father’s Job is to ensure the fruitfulness of the Vine 
 
In verse 1, Jesus continues the metaphor. Look at what he says there:  
 
“I am the true vine and my father is the gardener (or husbandman or vinedresser)” 
- John 15:1 
 
God, the Father, is the Vinedresser. Now the vinedresser in those days did many things. He 
watched for thieves. He repaired the fence. He took care of the winepress. But his main 
responsibility was to ensure that the vine and its branches were healthy and produced the 
largest amount of grapes possible. He was to tend the vine, to ensure its fruitfulness. Jesus tells 
us that the father does this in two ways. 
 
First of all, he removes the branches that are fruitless. Jesus says: 
 
“He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit” 
- John 15:2 
 
“If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned” 
- John 15:6 
 
He removes the fruitless branches. Now this is a much debated part of this passage, and we 
could spend hours on it. I’ve got pages and pages of notes if you want them later. But let me 
just cut to the chase and say that Jesus is saying this because the disciples are about to see a 
prime example of it. Remember where we are in the story: Judas has followed Jesus. He has 



been numbered as one of the 12. He’s in Jesus’ inner circle. He would seem to be attached to 
the vine, right? And yet he is about to betray Jesus. He has not born fruit. He is not remaining in 
the vine. In fact if you remember, John 6 tells us that Judas was never a genuine disciple. So 
Jesus is pointing out that the Father removes branches that are like Judas. 
 
God does this. He sometimes removes branches that are not an abiding part of the vine, 
branches that hinder the Vine’s fruitfulness. He may remove them from the church on earth 
through circumstances or through chastening them or even through church discipline. He will 
definitely remove them from the church in eternity when he judges. But the first way the 
Father ensures the fruitfulness of the vine is by removing the branches that don’t bear fruit and 
don’t remain in the vine. That may seem harsh at times, but it probably makes sense to us. So 
far so good. But to be honest, I find the next thing that Jesus says shocking. It’s one of the most 
confusing things there is to live out in the Christian life. Look at the second half of v.2 
 
He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit while every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
- John 15:2b 
 
Jesus says “He prunes it” As I think about that, I find it shocking. Because if a branch doesn’t 
bear fruit, what does the Father do? He removes it. That makes sense. Bad branches get 
punished. But if that’s the way it goes, I would expect Jesus to say “Every branch in me that 
bears fruit, he rewards it, he congratulates it, nurtures it, he gives it extra water. At the very 
least, I would expect him to say “He protects it.” But notice that’s not what he says at all! 
 
“Every branch in me that bears fruit he prunes it.” 
- John 15:2 
 
The Father takes the same shears that he took to the fruitless branch and he turns them on us. 
 
Listen, God does this. There are times when God responds to our fruitfulness by taking away 
more. It causes us to question everything. We question our goodness. Did we do something to 
cause this? We question God’s goodness. We might even question whether we really belong to 
him or not. Because we thought the equation was obedience equals comfort. All of the sudden, 
that doesn’t work anymore. Obedience seems to bring punishment. 
 
What’s going on here? Why does the Father do this? Well, my mom is a Master Gardener back 
in Kansas. She explained to me how pruning works. See there are all these tendrils and shoots 
and leaves that a branch wants to produce to protect itself. But the energy it takes to produce 
those things hinders the branch’s fruitfulness, so they have to be removed. It’s the only way for 
the branch to live out its purpose. 
 
When I was a kid, we had a grapevine at our church. Someone had planted it years earlier, and 
it had never been pruned. Now what kind of shape do you think the branches on that vine were 
in? They were in great shape!  Are you kidding me? They were lush and green. They had all 



kinds of shoots and leaves. They practically took over the whole fence. They were in fantastic 
shape, but they didn’t produce any fruit. They never fulfilled their purpose, because the 
purpose of the vine is not to grow shoots and leaves. It’s to grow fruit. No one ever looks at a 
grapevine and says “Just look at those leaves!” 
 
Listen, left to ourselves we do the same thing as that old grapevine. We put all our energy into 
making sure that we are comfortable. So the Father comes along, and he takes the shears to us. 
He prunes us so that we are more fruitful. 
 
Let me tell you the Father may take away all kinds of things from our lives. He takes away sins, 
things that are bad in and of themselves and are bad for us. He also takes away neutral things, 
things that are not bad in and of themselves, things like hobbies or possessions or 
opportunities. Man, I gotta tell you, I love my hobbies. I love to fish and hunt, but sometimes 
God has to prune those things from my life to keep me from being unfruitful. God may do that. 
In fact, God may even prune good things from our lives, spiritual things if they are hindering our 
fruitfulness. 
 
God does this. He does it in our individual lives, and he has done and will do that in our church. 
He will remove branches that are unfruitful. He will prune us as individuals and as a church of 
things that might hinder our fruitfulness. 
 
Let me acknowledge pruning can be hard. It’s painful. Maybe you’re in a season of pruning right 
now in your life. Maybe God’s taken away something and you don’t know why. It can be hard. 
But let me say this: Based on my own experience, I think you are going to look back on that 
pruning painful as it is and thank God that he didn’t just leave you to your own priorities. He 
loves you too much to do that. He wants to make you fruitful like Christ. 
 
So (1) As the vine, Jesus’ job is to be the source of life. (2) As the Gardener, the Father’s job is to 
tend the vine and ensure its fruitfulness. Now one more principle: 
 
3. Our job is to depend on Jesus as the Source of Life 
 
Look at what Jesus says in vv.4-5 
 
Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
- John 15:4-5 
 
Again and again in this passage (eleven times), Jesus tells his disciples to remain in him. The 
older translations use the word “abide” (home). The idea here in John is to stay in one spot 
because, you know, that that one spot is where your life is found. If you think of it in the 
context of the Story of John’s gospel, Judas will not remain in Christ. He didn’t get his life from 
Christ, so he will be cast away. But the disciples are to stay in Christ. They are to depend on 



him, to be intimate with him, because they recognize that he is the source of their life. So Jesus 
commands us here to “abide” or “remain.” We are to depend on Christ as our source of life. In 
this passage, Jesus tells us that this is the only way to bear fruit. He says the one who remains in 
me bears much fruit. He says you can’t bear fruit unless you remain in me. So the point is 
simple, but it is important. We have to get this! The way we bear fruit on this end of the branch 
is by making sure that this end is abiding, connecting, depending on Christ. 
 
He tells us that, because it’s contrary to our thinking. We have such a tendency to focus on the 
fruit end of the branch! Right? We want results! So if there isn’t any fruit go get some and duct-
tape it on. Do whatever it takes! Make something happen! Let’s start making people feel guilty! 
I saw something one time that said “Tangerines are really just oranges that don’t want it bad 
enough!” We think like that when we don’t see fruit. We’re like let’s get to work! But that isn’t 
the way it works. When we do that, we’re working on the wrong end of the branch. It’s not the 
fruit side. It’s the abiding side! 
 
It’s like my old vacuum cleaner. A few years ago it kind of made a funny noise, so I shut it off. 
Then I went and ate lunch and came back to fix it, and I did everything. I cleaned all the hair off 
the brush, checked the belt, and changed the bag. It wouldn’t even start to come to life. Then 
just about the time I had the whole thing torn apart, I looked at the cord. While I was eating, 
someone had unplugged it. See I was working on the wrong end. 
 
Jesus’ message is simple: If you want fruit on this end, you have to abide on this end. Full stop. 
That’s our job, to depend on Christ as the source of our life, to abide with him, to walk through 
life with him, to be intimate with him, to remain in him. If we do that as individual Christians, 
we will produce the fruit that God desires in our life. 
 
And Perry Creek if we do that as a church, as a bod, if we seek to produce the fruit God wants 
not primarily through trying harder or through programs, but through abiding in Christ, by 
listening to Christ, by walking with Christ, if we do that, then I think three amazing things will 
happen in our church: 
 
If we abide in Christ, Our Fruit will be Unique. 
 
As I’ve talked to other church planters in the Pillar Network, as I’ve met with other Pastors and 
read books, I’ve come to realize something: We’re weird! The Church at Perry Creek is weird!  
Seriously, we’re not like any other church I know of. If you stick around long enough, you’ll find 
that out! Let’s call it “unique.” That’s a little gentler. We’re unique! But you know what? I think 
that’s the way God wants it! I really believe that. He doesn’t want our church to be a replica of 
Hope Community or Summit or even Open Door. He wants us to be unique. 
 
He has placed us in a unique spot to stand and hold ground for his Kingdom. He has given us a 
unique mix of people and spiritual gifts and resources. He wants us to fill a unique niche in his 
Kingdom. He wants us to bear unique fruit for him fruit that is not exactly like any other church 
or ministry. That’s God’s desire that we should bear unique fruit for him. 



 
So how are we going to do that?  I don’t know any better way than abiding in Christ. If we are 
going to produce the unique fruit that God calls us to produce, we have to abide in Christ. 
Because if we don’t, if we’re always working on the fruit side of the branch, we’re going to be 
looking around at the fruit that everyone else is producing and trying to imitate that. But if, as a 
congregation, we are abiding in Christ, walking in him, listening to him, depending on him as 
the very source of our life, then Christ will inform what we work towards. He will energize our 
efforts, and we will see and understand the resources he is providing for the job. 
 
We will bear unique fruit. By the way, that’s exactly why we started our outreach planning with 
30 days of prayer and with a day of fasting. We wanted to abide. We want Jesus to inform what 
we do. We want our fruit to be unique. So (1) Our fruit will be unique 
 
 If we abide in Christ, The Body will Work 
 
By that, I simply mean that if we are abiding in Christ, we will work in concert as a healthy body 
is designed to work. The church I grew up in, I don’t want to be overly critical, but I grew up in a 
church culture where we really didn’t function as a body. The Pastor really was really the one 
who did our thinking and abiding for us. He was like the antennae that got the message from 
God and told us all what to do. In that environment, what you really needed to be was not a 
growing, thinking disciple who was abiding in Chris. You just needed to be someone who 
obeyed his Pastor. And in some ways, it’s an easier form of discipleship. 
 
But that’s not the way the Church was made to function. It was made to function as a body. The 
Church is called “The Body of Christ.” In Scripture, the Pastor isn’t the head of the church. Christ 
is. Ephesians tells us he’s the one who knits the body together and puts the people and gifts 
together as he sees fit, so that the body can build itself up in love as it accomplishes the task he 
has given it. the idea is that as each of us are abiding in Christ and loving each other, he weaves 
us together to form the personality, the vision and the task that he has for our body. And the 
body functions as it should. So that if we are abiding in Christ, the body functions in a healthy 
way and produces the unique fruit that God calls it to produce. 
 
So that’s the second thing that will happen if we abide. (1) Our fruit will be unique, and that will 
happen because (2) the body is working as it should. Now there’s one more result that we will 
see as a church if our fruit comes from abiding, and it’s this: 
 
3. God will get the credit. 
 
The reason we exist as a church and as people is to glorify God. That’s what we’re all about. 
And here’s the thing: God wants all the glory. Think about what he says in this passage: No 
branch can bear fruit of itself. Without me, you can do nothing. Herein is my father glorified 
that you bear much fruit. God wants all the glory. 
 



Now if our fruit comes from our own ability, our own competence, our own intelligence, then 
we get the glory or at best we share it with God. But if our fruit comes from abiding, we will 
experience the truth of this passage. We will know that we can’t do this on our own. We will 
know that Christ enables us. We will know that he can make us fruitful in spite of ourselves. If 
we experience that, God will get all the credit for our fruit. You know the reason God wants to 
be thanked isn’t that he’s a praise junkie, He doesn’t need our approval. 
 
The reason that God wants to be publicly thanked and praised by his people is that as we glorify 
him other people will be drawn to him as the source of life. As we tell them about the life we’ve 
found in Jesus, they will be encouraged to find life in Jesus. We’ll be even more fruitful, because 
even more people will find life in him through us. He will bless us even more as a church. 
 
Guys, on our second anniversary we want to be a fruitful church. If we are going to bear the 
fruit that God wants us to bear, it won’t be because of our own ability, or intellect, or even 
because of our own self-discipline. It will be because we have learned through the Father’s 
pruning to depend on Christ as the source of life. Jesus’ job is to be the source of life. The 
Father’s job is to ensure the fruitfulness of the vine. And our job is to depend on Jesus as the 
source of life. 


