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For the past few weeks, John Ulrich has stood up here and has given some amazing fish stories. 
But as I am preaching this week, there is a problem. I don’t really enjoy fishing. I have never 
really gotten into it. In fact, the only fishing pole the Maidens own in this one, and John Ulrich 
gave it to John Duke for his second birthday. As I got to thinking why I don’t enjoy fishing, part 
of it is probably because I don’t understand it. I get angry and frustrated when I go and don’t 
catch any fish or as many as I would have liked. I don’t know what I am doing, and my 
expectations are usually never met. So I get angry. But I would be willing to bet that if someone 
I trusted taught me how to fish and taught me the joy and satisfaction of sitting and enjoying 
the event, I would understand it better and my expectations would change, and I might just 
enjoy it.  
 
Let’s recap just for a minute. God calls his prophet Jonah to go to Nineveh and preach to them. 
He refuses and hops on a boat going to the opposite direction. God causes a great storm to take 
over the ship to the point that everyone is going to die unless Jonah is thrown overboard. Jonah 
then tells the crew of the ship to throw him overboard. As Jonah hits the water, a fish swallows 
him whole. Jonah lives inside the fish for three days. During that time, Jonah prays to God as he 
repents of his sin of disobedience. The fish then spits Jonah out on dry land. God again tells 
Jonah to go and preach to Nineveh, and this time he obeys. Jonah goes through Nineveh telling 
the people that in forty days Nineveh will be destroyed. Then a miracle takes place, and 
Nineveh believes God, repents, and turns from their evil ways. That then brings us to our 
passage: 
 
When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not 
bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 
But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this 
what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. 
I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a 
God who relents from sending calamity. Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to 
die than to live.” 
But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, 
sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 
- Jonah 3:10-4:5 
 
God’s Mercy Was Bigger Than the Ninevites Sin 
 
When God saw that Nineveh had repented, he decided to not destroy them after all. Even 
though they deserved punishment for how evil they had been, God gave them mercy.  
 



When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not 
bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 
- Jonah 3:10 
 
Mercy is not getting something we deserve. Often when people talk about God in the Bible, 
especially non-Christians, they talk about how God is different in the Old and New Testament. 
In the Old Testament, it is often said that we see God as only a God of wrath, an angry God who 
is wrathful and judges sin. But then as we get to the New Testament, we see a God of love and 
compassion. This idea that is often spoken is simply not true. God is the same from eternity 
past to eternity future. In this passage, we see that the God of the Old Testament is very much 
a God of grace and mercy.  
 
We have already talked about how evil the Ninevites were. The Ninevites, the Assyrians, were 
really terrible people. They practice temple prostitution and sacrificed humans. They were very 
evil in torturing people, and they were literally enemies of God’s people. They deserved to be 
punished! They deserved the be destroyed. If there were a people that was on top of the God is 
going to destroy you because you are evil list, they were number one. But God did not destroy 
them, even though they were deserving, and God would have been justified, but he spared 
their lives.  
 
God’s mercy was bigger than the Ninevites sin. God’s mercy is bigger than YOUR sin. It doesn’t 
matter how evil you are, what you have done, how much you have sinned, it is NEVER too much 
for God’s mercy. God’s Mercy is always BIGGER!!! And ENOUGH to cover it!  
 
I love the Illustration we see of mercy in the movie Les Misérables. Since we are “kid friendly” 
this morning, I figure we would watch the scene together. First, let me set the scene for you.  
Jean Valjean was a convict who went to prison for 19 years for being a thief. He had just been 
released on parole and needed food and a place to sleep, but no one would let him in their 
home. He knocks on the door of a bishop and his wife. Despite him being a convict, the 
husband and wife take Jean Valjean in for the night. They give him a good meal and a place to 
sleep. Jean Valjean them wakes up in the middle of the night and this is where we join the 
movie. Let’s watch what happens.  
 
Jean Valjean deserved punishment. He deserved to go to jail for stealing and assault. He had 
been ungrateful and hateful to the man who graciously took him into his home. When the man 
had a chance to put Jean Valjean away, he did something shocking and something we did not 
expect. He gave him mercy. He was given a second chance at life.  
 
Some of you need to hear this morning that in Christ you have been given a second chance. All 
of us are given a second chance at life. This life is much greater than not receiving an earthly 
prison cell, but we are given a chance to avoid the eternal wrath of God and be forever with 
Him in heaven.  
 



Because of our sin, there is punishment. The punishment is spending eternity separated from 
God in hell. The punishment for our sin does not go away. But someone took that punishment 
for us. Jesus was punished for us. That was the purpose of the cross. Jesus came to take on the 
punishment we deserved, so that we can then have the mercy of God. All you have to do is 
receive it!!!  
 
Sometimes, even as a believer, we can feel shame and guilt and unworthy. Our problem is that 
we are unwilling to receive and believe that we are completely forgiven. Repent of your 
unbelief and rest in the freedom of forgiveness. Stop living in guilt and shame and beating 
yourself up because of your sin. Receive God’s mercy and believe it is yours. Believe there is not 
more wrath for those who are in Christ Jesus. None, zilch, nada. It is all gone in Christ.  
 
What a great ending to a story this would have been: Jonah obeys God and goes to Nineveh to 
preach. The whole city repents and is saved from the wrath of God. Honestly if you grew up 
hearing the story of Jonah, this is probably where it ended. But, unfortunately, there is another 
chapter, and the ending is not great. Tim Keller calls Jonah chapter 4 the most unexpected and 
overlooked final chapter in the Bible. The story goes on… 
 
Jonah’s Sin Was Bigger Than His Understanding 
 
But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this 
what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding 
in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better 
for me to die than to live.” 
- Jonah 4:1-3 
 
Jonah had just witnessed one of the greatest acts of repentance and mercy ever recorded, and 
it was due to his preaching. Instead of being excited for witnessing the mercy of God in over 
100 000 people, he because furious. The Hebrew used here expresses that Jonah was as upset 
as he could possibly be. He hated what God had done.  
 
Jonah’s anger then turns directly to God: “I knew it. This is why I didn’t want to come here in 
the first place. I knew that you were going to be merciful and gracious. I knew that you would 
be loving and not destroy the worst people in the world. I knew it God. You know what. Just kill 
me. I would rather die than see the Ninevites live.”  
 
In Jonah’s anger, the truth finally comes out. The whole reason Jonah did not want to come in 
the first place was because he did not want Niveveh to receive the mercy of God. He did not 
believe Nineveh deserved it. Look back at Verse 1: “But to Jonah, this seemed very wrong.” In 
Jonah’s mind, this was not right. This was not the way it was supposed to be. So Jonah got 
angry. Jonah believed that the Ninevites deserved to be destroyed. He believed that they were 
so wicked, that they didn’t deserve God’s mercy.  
 



But God had been merciful to Jonah. Look at the mercy God had given Jonah! Jonah sinned 
against God and disobeyed by not going to Nineveh, but God gave him a second chance, a 
second chance that he did not deserve. When Jonah was thrown into the sea, he did not die, 
but God allowed a fish to swallow him and keep him alive. God then showed him mercy by 
having the fish spit him up on dry land with a second chance to obey God’s command to go to 
Nineveh. You see, Jonah is great with the Mercy of God, as long as it is on his terms. He is great 
with the Mercy of God for himself, but for his enemies, no way! At the root of it all, Jonah 
believes he deserves the mercy of God, while his enemies, the Assyrians, do not.  
 
Jonah compares himself to Nineveh. He is not that bad. He is a good guy. He is a prophet of God 
for crying out load. How many people can say that? He believes God owes him. But the truth is 
Jonah deserves the wrath of God, because he, like the Ninevites, is a sinner. Because he is a 
sinner, he deserves judgment, too. In fact, he was a bigger sinner than he even dared to 
imagine.  
 
Sin is a much deeper problem that just our outward actions. The Bible tells us we are rotten to 
our core. Our hearts are dead with sin, and there is nothing we can do to fix that. Everything we 
try to do to fix it is just simply putting a band-aid on a broken bone or putting paint over mold. 
Looks pretty but still mold. Sin is not something we can just cover up by being a good person. 
Our hearts are evil, because we are all sinful. But we don’t see ourselves as that big of sinners. 
When we sin, well, it’s not really that bad. We compare and view sins differently.  
 
I love the illustration a pastor gave when preaching on this passage. Say that sin is a forest. We 
see sin from the ground. As we walk through the forest, we see other people’s sin, like big red 
woods. My dad and I went to Meir Woods and, let me tell you, those things are huge! We see 
other people’s sins like that. Then we see are sins like little box woods or a little azalea bush. 
We say look how awful that sin is and mine is not that bad. But God looks at sin from above. 
When you fly over a forest, all the trees look the same. All sin is sin against a perfect God.  
 
Jonah’s sin was bigger than his understanding. It is so easy to point the finger at Jonah and say 
“Wow, how arrogant!” How can Jonah be like that, but here is reality. We are like Jonah. Our 
sin is bigger than our understanding. Do we really believe we are sinful to the point that we 
deserve the wrath of God?  I mean we are pretty good people. We go to church. We serve God. 
We are nice to others. We are generous. Due to our sinful hearts and due to us sinning, all of us 
need mercy! The only thing that separates us in Christ from the worst of sinners is his grace and 
mercy.  
 
Do you see how you are deserving of the wrath of God, that you are a sinner and without Jesus 
you will be separated from him forever? Like Jonah, we need to stop being prideful by looking 
at others sins and comparing, because our sin needs mercy. Yes, our sin is bigger than our 
understanding, but as we acknowledge our sin, God’s mercy shines bigger. His love for us is 
bigger.  
 



Tim Keller defines the gospel like this: “We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we 
ever dared believe, yet at the very same time, we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ 
than we ever dared hope.” 
 
God’s Understanding Was Bigger Than Jonah’s 
 
But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?”  
- Jonah 4:4 
 
Jonah showed by his actions that he thought he knew better than God. Yeah God, umm, you 
don’t know what you are doing. But Jonah has no right to be angry with God. Jonah, as 
creature, has not right to question God, who is Creator. It’s like God saying to Job, when Job 
questions him about going through so much suffering “Where were you when I created the 
world?” 
 
Jonah thought his ways were better than God’s ways and when it didn’t work out how he 
thought it should, he got angry. God had to remind Jonah that Jonah is not God. God’s 
understanding is bigger than our understanding. His ways are bigger than our ways. He plans 
bigger than our plans. His purposes are bigger than our purposes.  
 
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable his judgments, 
and his paths beyond tracing out! 
Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
Or who has been his counselor?” 
- Romans 11:33-34 
 
An author and pastor, when talking about this passage in Romans, said it is like Ferdinand 
Magellan trying to measure the depth of the Pacific Ocean in 1521. As he tried to measure the 
sea that day, he tied together six lengths of rope that he had on deck that day. He then tied a 
cannonball to the end of the rope and dropped it in the ocean. Let’s just say he had no clue how 
deep the ocean was and just came up a little short, only like 17,000 feet short. Ferdinand called 
the sea, unfathomable, and immeasurably deep. Just like Ferdinand had no clue how deep the 
sea was, we have no clue how Big God is, how perfect his ways are, how deep his knowledge 
and understanding is. He is God, and we are not.  
 
The year was 1921. Davis and Svea Flood along with their two-year-old son left Sweden to what 
was then the Belgian Congo in Africa. They felt that God was calling them to take the gospel in a 
remote area. Another couple decided to join them, so the two families went after the Lord’s 
calling for their lives. They went to the village of N’ dolera and was told by the chief that they 
were not welcome. They went about a half a mile away and built some mud huts to live. The 
only local they ever saw was a young boy who sold them food twice a week. By God’s grace, 
they were able to lead that child to faith, but that was the only fruit they saw. Malaria went 



through both families and times got so tough that the couple that joined them had enough and 
left.  
 
Svea Flood got pregnant and gave birth to a little girl, Aina. Due to complications to the 
pregnancy, Svea died shortly after giving birth. David Flood had had enough. He went to the 
main mission station and gave the newborn to the Erickson’s. He said “I’m going back to 
Sweden. I’ve lost my wife, and I obviously can’t take care of this baby. God has ruined my life.”  
With that he, left his calling and left the faith.  
 
Within eight months, both the Ericksons were struck with an illness and died. The Flood’s little 
girl Aina was then adopted by an American missionary family who changed her name to Aggie. 
The Americans went to live in South Dakota, where Aggie was raised as a Pastor’s daughter. 
Aggie grew up loving Jesus.  
 
One day she came across a Swedish religious magazine which appeared in her mailbox. She 
didn’t know where it came from and couldn’t even read the words. In the magazine was a 
photo that stopped her in her tracks, a picture of a grave with a white cross that read “SVEA 
FLOOD.” She immediately jumped in her car to go find a lady who she knew could translate it. 
In the article, the lady told Aggie the story of her parents. Aggie wanted to meet her real father. 
She traveled to Sweden where she met her half brothers and sisters, as her dad had remarried. 
After meeting them, she mentioned that she wanted to meet her father. They warned her that 
he was a very bitter and angry man and he had one rule in his family: never mention the name 
of God, because God took everything from me. The told Aggie that if God was ever mentioned 
he would fly into a rage.  
 
Despite the warning, Aggie went into the room her father was. Alcohol bottles were 
everywhere for he was an old, angry alcoholic. “Papa?” she said tentatively. He turned and 
began to cry. “Aina,” he said, “I never meant to give you away.” “It’s all right Papa,” she replied, 
taking him gently in her arms. “God took care of me.” The man instantly stiffened. The tears 
stopped. “God forgot all of us. Our lives have been like this because of Him.” He turned his face 
back to the wall. Aggie stroked his face and then continued, undaunted. “Papa, I’ve got a little 
story to tell you, and it’s a true one. You didn’t go to Africa in vain. Mama didn’t die in vain. The 
little boy you won to the Lord grew up to win that whole village to Jesus Christ. The one seed 
you planted just kept growing and growing. Today there are six hundred African people serving 
the Lord, because you were faithful to the call of God in your life. “Papa, Jesus loves you. He has 
never hated you.” That day David Flood came back to the God he had left many years before. 
God Is BIGGER.  
 
Have you ever found yourself angry at God for not doing something you thought he should 
have done? What things in our life causes us to be angry at God, because it does not turn out 
the way we thought it should’ve turned out? Anger has a way of showing us our hearts. When 
we sinfully become angry, it shows us the ugliness of our hearts in our evil desires, wrong 
beliefs and/or unmet expectations that we have. When something we think is unjust happens, 
we get angry. We didn’t get the job we thought we should’ve got. That person wasn’t healed as 



we thought they should’ve been. We didn’t get the promotion or the raise we expected or 
earned. Our spouses or kids didn’t act the way we thought we deserved them to act.  
 
This book is written so that, as the reader, we need to ask ourselves the question: What right 
do we have to be angry? What right do we have to be angry at God?  We don’t know what he is 
doing. We don’t always ultimately know what he is up to., but guess what: In our lack of 
understanding, we can trust that He will work it for good and His glory. Repent of your unbelief. 
We have seen that He loves you so much, despite your rebellion against Him, so much that 
Jesus died for you. Do you not think you can trust him with your lack of understanding?  
 
God’s understanding Is bigger than ours. We don’t always see clearly. We don’t always see how 
big God is, how merciful he is despite our sin, how much bigger and greater his plans and 
purposes are. Even though our sin is so much bigger than we could ever imagine, God is bigger, 
His mercy is bigger, his ways are bigger., his purposes are bigger. Because of that, we can trust 
Him.  
 
My final challenge to us this morning is that: Trust him with the forgiveness of your sins, trust 
him when you don’t understand, and trust him with your life. Give it all to him, because he 
cares for you. 


