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How do you feel about rules? How do you feel about laws and commands? Chances are not 
everyone in this room feels the same way about rules. Some of you out there are probably real 
rule followers. You like a good rule! If the speed limit is 65 mph, you drive 65 not 67 or 70 or 85 
like other people in North Carolina. You like the rule, and you like to let other people know 
there’s a rule! 
 
Others of you might be what we would call “rule questioners.” When it comes to rules, your 
first question is not “What is the rule?” Your first question is “Is this a stupid rule?” Any rule 
questioners out there? Questioners always seem to marry followers. In our marriage, I won’t 
tell you which is which, but one of us is a questioner and one of us is a follower. There’s a 
conversation that we’ve had 17 hundred million times and it goes like this: 
 
Partner 1: Why on earth are you doing that (really inefficient thing)?  
 
Partner 2: Because that’s the rule. I know you don’t know that, because you didn’t read the 
instructions, but the fine print clearly says this is the rule.  
 
Partner 1: But that’s a stupid rule. It’s ridiculous. Nobody wants to live their life that way, and 
whoever made that rule should not be in charge.  
 
Partner 2: But it’s the rule. 
 
Ever have that discussion? Yeah, there are rule followers and rule questioners. Some of you 
aren’t either a follower or a questioner. You’re conflicted. You’re stuck in the middle.  
 
The best example I’ve ever seen of this is my daughter Elisabeth. On the outside, Elisabeth is a 
rule follower. She wants an orderly society. She respects the role of the rule-giver. She’s 
generally compliant. But on the inside, Elisabeth thinks for herself. She has ideas about which 
rules are good and which ones are silly. It’s like she has her both her mom and her dad having 
that conversation inside her. The best illustration I’ve ever seen of this happened when 
Elisabeth was very young, about two years old. She was spending the night at Grandma’s 
house. Grandma made mac & cheese for dinner, but Grandma did something we never did at 
home. She cut up hot dogs and put them in the mac & cheese. That brought the two parts of 
Elisabeth’s psyche into conflict. The part of Elisabeth that thinks for herself said “That’s not how 
you make mac & cheese. That’s weird, and I’m not going to eat it.” So when Grandma gave her 
a bite with a hotdog in it, she started to spit it out. But there was a problem. Grandma also 
made a rule. She said “Now Elisabeth, don’t you spit that out!” So now there was a rule. 
Everything seemed fine at first. She didn’t spit it out. They finished dinner. Then Grandma 
bathed her. They watched cartoons. Elisabeth went to bed. She got up the next morning and 



ate breakfast. About noon, Mom was in the garden with Elisabeth, and she noticed a bump on 
the side of her mouth. She said “Honey, do you have something in your mouth?” The hot dog! 
She had followed grandma’s rule. She didn’t spit it out, but she wasn’t going to swallow it 
either! When it came to rules, Elisabeth was in-between.  
 
So maybe you’re a follower. Maybe you’re a questioner. Maybe you’re in between! Today, we 
are going to start a sermon series about rules! For the next four weeks, we are going to study 
the Ten Commandments. As we approach this series, chances are that whole spectrum is in this 
room. Some of you you’re rule followers, and you love you some Ten Commandments! You can 
quote them all in order. You have them posted on your fridge. You’re really wondering why 
they’ve taken them out of our schools. You’re like Charlton Heston! Others of you maybe you’re 
not so into rules, and you are not looking forward to a series on the Ten Commandments. 
You’re like “Oh good, Pastor John is going to spend four weeks going over a big list of things I 
cannot do. I think I’ll have a root canal instead.” Then others of you, maybe you’re just 
conflicted. Maybe on the one hand, you respect God’s authority and the need for basic rules, 
but there are some things about the Ten Commandments that you don’t understand or that 
don’t make sense to you. You’re wondering “Of all the rules, why are these God’s top ten?” For 
the most part, you’re complying on the outside but, in some ways, you haven’t quite swallowed 
the hot dog. You’re questioning. 
 
Wherever you’re at on rules, I think this series will apply you. If you’re a rule follower, we’re 
going to look at these commandments in detail and see exactly what they mean. If you’re a rule 
questioner, we’re going to talk about why the Ten Commandments are good, and we’re going 
to help you see that. If you’re in-between, we’re going to look at why these ten are the ten that 
God chose. We’re going to do all of that in a series called “Different.” It’s called “Different” 
because we are going to see that, at their core, the Ten Commandments are a call for God’s 
people to be different, to worship differently, to love differently, to live differently. 
 
Today as we start this series, here’s what we’re going to do. First, we’re going talk about why 
the Ten Commandments are important, why we take the time to study them, and we’re going 
to see four reasons for that. Then secondly, we’re going to look at the first two 
commandments. We’re going to see why these specific commandments are the first two and 
what they mean. We’re going to close by seeing what this all has to do with being different. 
 
My prayer today is that we will begin to lean into the Ten Commandments, that we will see the 
goodness of them, that we will follow them not as a way to get to heaven or as a yardstick to 
judge others by, but that we’ll follow them as God’s good instruction lovingly given to his 
people, so that we can live different lives, holy lives, the lives he made us to live. That’s my 
prayer. 
 
Now I want us to start today by reading the Ten Commandments in their entirety, just so we 
can get the feel for the whole passage. Let me invite you to turn in your Bibles to Exodus 20:1-
17. As we come to this passage, Moses has gathered the people Israel at the base of Mount 



Sinai. He has gone up to approach God. The Mountain has begun to quake, and smoke has 
begun to rise from it, and then God speaks: 
 
And God spoke all these words:  
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. “You shall 
have no other gods before me.  
“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the 
LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third 
and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of 
those who love me and keep my commandments.  
“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses his name.  
“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither 
you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the 
alien within your gates.  For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 
day and made it holy.  
 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is 
giving you.  
 “You shall not murder.  
“You shall not commit adultery.  
“You shall not steal.  
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
- Exodus 20:1-17 
 
The first thing I want to talk about this morning is the importance of the Ten Commandments, 
so I really just want to discuss this question: 
 
Why should we study the Ten Commandments? 
 
Why should we study them? Why should we do this series? Are the Ten Commandments really 
that important? We might wonder about that. For one thing, we’re Christians. We’re not Old 
Testament Jews. As Christians, the Bible tells us that we are free from the Old Testament Law. It 
says in Romans 6 that we are not under the Law. In Romans 7, it tells us that we died to the 
Law.  Romans 10 tells us that Christ is the end of the Law for all that believe. We are not under 
the Old Testament Law, and the Ten Commandments are part of that Old Testament Law that 
God gave to Israel. So on the one hand we might ask “Why, as Christians, should we focus on 
the Ten Commandments?” 
 



In addition to that, we might wonder if we should focus on them, because the Ten 
Commandments are not as popular in our culture as they used to be. Some of you, when you 
were growing up, the Ten Commandments were displayed on the walls of your public school. 
That is much less common than it used to be. Americans are much less familiar with the Ten 
Commandments than they used to be. I saw some research that said only 14% of Americans can 
list all ten of the Ten Commandments. The same publication said 25% of Americans can list the 
ingredients of a Big Mac (two all beef patties, special sauce), 33% can list all six kids from the 
Brady Bunch, and 75% can list all three stooges. 
 
The Ten Commandments are not popular, and we’re not under the Old Testament Law, so why 
should we study them? Let me give you some reasons we should study the Ten 
Commandments. I’ll give you the last one at the end of the sermon but let me start with three 
reasons we should study the Ten Commandments. 
 
1. We should study the Ten Commandments because they are special. 
 
The Ten Commandments are a special part of Scripture. There is nothing like them in the rest of 
the Bible. Maybe you’re slightly familiar with the biblical story of the Ten Commandments or 
maybe you’ve seen the movie, but just so we’re clear on the sequence of events here. In 
Exodus 19, Moses gathers the nation of Israel at the base of Mount Sinai. In chapter 20 (our 
passage), amidst smoke, and fire, and the mountain shaking, God speaks the Ten 
Commandments in an audible voice to the entire nation of Israel. They are so terrified that they 
ask God never to do that again! Then in the next ten chapters, Moses climbs the mountain 
again. God carves out by his own hand two tablets of stone and writes the Ten Commandments 
on them. In Exodus 32, Israel sins with the golden calf. Moses got so mad that he breaks the 
tablets (and we’re all like “Moses what are you thinking!”) Then in Exodus 34, God has Moses 
carve out two other tablets, and he has Moses write the Ten Commandments on them. 
 
So that’s the story line of the Ten Commandments, but here’s my point: So far as I know, this is 
the only part of Scripture where God spoke it to people and wrote it by his own hand and had a 
prophet write it. That tells you right off the bat that this is a very special part of the Bible, a part 
that deserves our attention!  So they’re special.  
 
2. We need to study the Ten Commandments because they are foundational. 
 
The Ten Commandments are the foundation, they are the underpinning, they are the basis, the 
essence of all the rest of the Old Testament Law. This is the foundation of the Old Testament. In 
the Ancient Near East when you wrote a Code of Law, you would often start that Lawcode with 
a summary of the most basic, most important commands in that Law. That’s what the Ten 
Commandments are. They are the essence of the other 600+ laws of the Old Testament. 
They’re foundational to the Old Testament. 
 
They are also foundational to the New Testament. It’s true that, as Christians, we are not under 
the Old Testament Law. We don’t gain God’s approval by works of the Law, and the 600+ 



commands of the Old Testament Law were not given directly to us. The Old Testament Law was 
a contract between God and the Nation of Israel. It’s not our contract. Our contract is the 
gospel and the commands of the New Testament, but it’s the same God, who has the same 
moral heart and same ethical desires for his people. The Ten Commandments are the essence 
of God’s ethical heart. 
 
That’s why in the New Testament when Jesus and Paul talk about the commands that God has 
for his people that are still in effect for us, they usually quote from the Ten Commandments. 
The Ten Commandments are foundational to the ethical commands of the New Testament. In 
fact, nine of the Ten Commandments are directly repeated in the New Testament! Do you know 
which of the Ten Commandments is not repeated in the New Testament? Tell you next week! 
 
The Ten Commandments are foundational to both the Old Testament and the New Testament. 
In fact, you could think of the ethical commands of Scripture in this way: The most basic 
commands are two. Jesus called them the greatest commands. What are they?  
  (1) Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind, and  
  (2) Love your neighbor as yourself.  
 
Jesus said all of the Law hangs on these two commands. They’re the most basic. These 
commands are expressed more specifically in the Ten Commandments. The first four 
commands (no other gods, no idols, no misusing God’s name, and Sabbath) show us what it 
means to love God with all your heart. The last six commands (honoring parents, no murder, no 
adultery, no stealing, no false witness and no coveting) show us what it means to love our 
neighbor as ourself. Those Ten Commandments get expanded in two ways: into the 613 Old 
Testament Laws for Israel and the ethical teaching of the New Testament for Christians. 
 
The Ten Commandments are foundational. They are foundational to Old Testament Law, they 
are foundational to New Testament commands, and they are foundational to ethics. Knowing 
and understanding the Ten Commandments will help you understand your Bible, because they 
are foundational. So (1) they are special, and (2) they are foundational.  
 
3. We should study the Ten Commandments because they are good. 
 
This is one of the main things I want you to get out of this series. The Ten Commandments are 
good!  They are really good! They are for our good, and they are good! Commandments of any 
kind are not real popular these days. We can often think of the Ten Commandments as, like, 
these restrictions, as obligations, as a brick in our backpack. I think some people think of the 
Ten Commandments almost as enslavement, like God’s going to control me and force me to 
give up all my fun! But I want you to notice something. Did you notice the way the Ten 
Commandments were introduced in Exodus 20? God spoke all these words: 
 
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” 
- Exodus 20:2 
 



That really jumped out at me as I was studying for this series. Notice that the passage connects 
the Ten Commandments not to enslavement but to freedom. The passage reminds us that this 
is the God that took his people out of enslavement. At first, that doesn’t compute. It kind of 
seems like the opposite of the way we think. When we think of the Ten Commandments, we 
think “God is going to restrict my sexuality, restrict my stuff, restrict my time restrict the words 
I speak.”  
 
I suppose you could look at it that way, but I want you to think about something: Think about 
what the world would actually be like if everybody obeyed the Ten Commandments. I know 
people can’t do that, because we’re sinful but think: What would our lives be like if everyone 
obeyed these ten rules? There would be no need for things like copyright law or patent laws or 
intellectual property rights. Actually, there would be no need for lawyers. Think about that! Did 
you hear about the terrorists in New York City that took 500 lawyers hostage? They threatened 
to release one an hour until they got what they wanted. Seriously, there would be no need for 
many of our laws and litigation. We wouldn’t need locks on our doors or alarms on our cars. We 
wouldn’t need most of our courts or prisons. Because there would be no adultery, every child 
born would have both a mother and a father and there would be no sexually transmitted 
diseases, no HIV, none, no religious wars, because we would all worship the true God. If 
someone made a promise, you could absolutely depend on it. Best of all, there would be 
perfect church attendance! 
 
Seriously, can you imagine the freedom? You wouldn’t have to spend an ounce of energy 
protecting your stuff or figuring out whether someone was really telling the truth or hoping 
your spouse would stay faithful. It would be a different world a better world. That’s why God 
starts the Ten Commandments by saying “I’m the God who took you out of slavery.” The Ten 
Commandments aren’t the way to slavery. They’re the way to freedom, and they’re good. 
 
Now there’s a fourth reason we should study the Ten Commandments, and we’ll look at that in 
a few minutes. But for now, let me just say that the Ten Commandments are important. We 
should know them and study them. They are special. They are foundational. They’re good. 
 
Now having said that, let’s just jump into the commandments. We’re going to look at 
Commandments 1 and 2 today, and then we’ll see that last reason that they are important. So 
let’s start with Commandment 1, which is this:  
 
Commandment 1: have no other gods.  
 
The text says it very simply five words in the Hebrew: 
 
You shall have no other gods before me.  
- Exodus 20:3 
 
Unlike some of the other commands, there is no explanation or elaboration given, no 
consequences listed, just the simple command to “Have no other gods before me.” 



 
When the Lord says “Have no other gods before me,” he is not saying that it’s OK to have other 
gods just make sure they’re not your #1 god. That’s not what he’s saying! He’s saying “No other 
gods.” It’s kind of like Kelley might say “John, have no other women before me.” If she said 
that, she would not just be saying “Make sure I’m your #1 wife.” She would be saying that she 
wants to be my only wife. Kelley wants to be the only woman that I regard with the kind of 
affection, the kind of devotion, the kind of commitment that one would give a wife. 
 
That’s what the Lord is saying. He’s saying that he alone is God. There are no other gods. 
Because of that, there is nothing on this earth nothing in our lives that is to be elevated to his 
level. Nothing in our hearts or our thoughts should be put on the same plane as God. Nothing. 
Not another deity, not a relationship, not your spouse, or your child. Not your job, not your 
hobby, not your appetites and preferences, not even yourself. These things are all outstripped 
by the reality of having the one God, the true God, as your God. 
 
If you are a Christian, worshipping him, being one of his people, is your #1 priority in life. 
Nothing else should even come close. He is the one who made you. He is the one who 
redeemed you, and all your loyalty ultimately belongs to him. That’s what it means to have no 
other gods before him. 
 
Now if you think about it, it makes perfect sense that this is the very first commandment in the 
Ten Commandments, because belief in God is the basis it is the foundation on which the other 
nine commands are built. 
 
In fact, belief in God is the only logical basis on which any law any morality and sense of right 
and wrong is built. Think with me: If you do not believe in God, if you do not believe in a higher 
power with a higher purpose, if you are an Atheist, then we are all just the result of a cosmic 
accident, a bunch of molecules just came together by happenstance. The mixture just 
happened to be right and, poof, here we are. 
 
If that’s the way things are, there is no such thing as purpose. Everything is by definition 
random. If there is no purpose, there is no such thing “The way things ought to be,” no right 
and wrong. There is no such thing as should and shouldn’t. If this is all an accident and God 
doesn’t exist, there is no such thing as morality and no such thing as immorality. If God doesn’t 
exist, there is no logical reason to say that adultery is wrong. (It’s just a different way to do 
things). There is no logical basis for saying that theft is wrong or that murder is wrong or that 
racism or destroying the planet are wrong, either. I’m not saying that atheists don’t believe 
those things are wrong. I’m just saying without God there is no logical basis for that belief. 
 
So you can see why this command, the command that we acknowledge God and have no other 
gods before him, is the first command. It’s the logical basis of any command. The other nine 
commandments all flow from. They are all expressions of this specific God’s character. So 
Commandment 1 is “Have no other gods.” Now, the second commandment is this:  
 



Commandment Two: Do not Misrepresent God. 
 
Look at how the passage states the second commandment. This one has a lot more explanation 
and detail than the first commandment. It says: 
 
“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the 
LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third 
and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of 
those who love me and keep my commandments. 
- Exodus 20:4-6 
 
So that’s the passage. As soon as we read that passage, there are a couple of issues a couple of 
things that we have to figure out. The first is that statement that God punishes the children for 
the sins of the fathers to the third and fourth generation. When you read that statement, it 
sounds like God punishes people for other people’s sins, like my grandfather stole from 
someone in 1930 and now God is going to put me in prison to pay for it. That’s always bothered 
me, because it seems so unlike the God of the Bible. In fact, in just three chapters (Exodus 24), 
God is going to say to Moses: Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor children 
for their fathers; each is to die for his own sin. So what is going on here? Is God contradicting 
that or what? 
 
We don’t have time to go into a lot of detail, but let me just say I don’t think he’s contradicting 
what he says in Exodus 24. There are a lot of things we could talk about here, but let me net it 
out. I think when God says he punishes children for the sins of the parents, he doesn’t mean 
that he punishes you specifically for the deeds of your parents. Rather, I think he’s saying he 
will punish you when you do the same sins that your parents did, when you follow them by 
doing their sin. When that happens, God doesn’t look at you and go “Oh well, it’s really your 
parents’ fault. You didn’t know any better” for three or four generations. He holds you 
responsible for knowing the right thing to do. This is especially important with the sin of 
idolatry, because as we can see from Israel’s history, idolatry is a sin that perpetuates itself 
from generation to generation. So that’s the first issue with this passage. 
 
The second issue, and in a strange way this may be the bigger issue, is this: Is this actually the 
second commandment? Is it actually a separate command? You may remember that last week I 
said that Lutherans and Roman Catholics have a different list of the Ten Commandments than 
most Protestant denominations do. This commandment is the source of the difference. If you 
read a Catholic or Lutheran list of the Ten Commandments, they combine commandments 1 
and 2 into just “Have no other gods before me.” They divide what we would call the tenth 
command (not to covet) into two commands: don’t covet your neighbor’s wife and don’t covet 
your neighbor’s stuff. 
 
Now who is right, and does it actually matter? Should anyone care or is this just one of Pastor 
John’s theological flights of fancy? Well, turns out it does actually matter. First of all, I think you 



can see from the grammar that this is a separate command. It starts out “Thou shalt not.” But 
the bigger issue is not the grammar of the passage, it’s the theology. When the Lord says “Don’t 
make idols,” this is not just a repetition and explanation of the first commandment. It’s not just 
saying “Don’t have any other gods for example, don’t make idols of them.” Although this 
command would include that, it’s not just a prohibition against making idols of other gods. It’s a 
command that includes not making an idol of YHWH, not making an idol of Israel’s God of the 
one true God of the God of the Bible. The command is that they not misrepresent God by 
making an idol to him of something in the air, or on the ground, or in the water. They are not to 
misrepresent God. 
 
This is so important, because the God we worship determines our morality. All the other nine 
commands flow from God’s character. Who he is determines what we think is right and wrong 
about how we should worship him and about how we should love our neighbor as ourselves. It 
all comes from the way we envision God in our minds. That’s why God is so jealous for his 
image and his name. He’s saying “It’s incredibly important that you not misrepresent me, that 
you not portray me as less than I really am.” It is of the utmost importance that we worship 
God for what he’s truly like. 
 
So that begs the question: What is God really like? What’s his true image? In this story, Moses 
climbed a mountain to find out. He climbed up Mount Sinai, so he could see God. He begged 
God to show him his character and his ways and some representation of his being, so he could 
know what God was truly like. Really, the story line of the Bible is just getting started here but 
we’re told that God is so much more than a bird in the sky or an animal on the ground or a fish 
in the ocean. He’s so much more than that. 
 
So what is God really like? Well, the Bible continued its story and it showed us in detail what 
God is really like. To find out, you have to climb another mountain. This one’s just outside of 
Jerusalem, and it’s called Calvary. There you can see Jesus, who the Bible says is the exact 
representation of God’s being 100% accurate because he IS God, living his life to redeem his 
people to secure their release from another kind of slavery. Jesus, God in human flesh, gave his 
life to make us God’s people. We are those that God has purchased from slavery. That is what 
God is like. That’s why we don’t worship any lesser god. That’s why we don’t envision God as 
anything less than that. 
 
That brings me to the last reason that we should study the Ten Commandments and really to 
the thrust of this series. Why should we study the Ten Commandments? (1) Because they are 
special, (2) Because they are foundational, and (3) Because they are good. But there’s one more 
reason we should study them: 
 
4. We should study the Ten Commandments because, as God’s people, we are called to be 
different. 
 



We serve a God who is different, different from created beings, different from other gods, 
different from what anyone would expect him to be. So we’re supposed to be different. We’re 
supposed to worship differently, to love differently, to live differently. 
 
That’s what the Ten Commandments are all about, living differently, because we are God’s 
people! Some people, some Christians, want to use the Ten Commandments as a call for us to 
judge our society as a stick of “thou shalt nots” to beat them with. Some people want to use 
the Ten Commandments as stepping stones to get to God, like if I do them I’ll go to heaven. 
 
But they’re not that. They’ve never been that. They are not the way we judge those who aren’t 
God’s people, and they aren’t the way to become God’s people. The Ten Commandments are 
the way that God calls those who are already his people to live. Scripture always calls us to 
belong first, then behave. It’s the same thing here. 
 
In chapter 19 before the Ten Commandments are given, a very important conversation occurs.   
God asks Israel “Do you want to be my people? Do you want to be a Kingdom of Priests that 
represent me to all the nations?” And Israel said “Yes, we do.” God’s response to that 
statement to the people who had already become his people was the Ten Commandments.  
God knew that the Ten Commandments would make Israel different from all the nations 
around them. No Ancient Near Eastern nation worshipped only one God. They all had idols 
absolutely. No Ancient Near Eastern nation had a command against coveting or anything like it. 
This was going to make them different. It was going to make them stand out and at times. It 
was going to make them uncomfortable, but they had the opportunity to be a Kingdom of 
Priests. They had the opportunity to show the people around them what God was truly like, to 
show them that God was not like the other gods. He was unique. He was holy. To show them 
that this was the kind of God that set his people free from slavery. To show them that this was a 
God whose heart was for his people to love their neighbors as they did themselves. The Ten 
Commandments were their call, not just to be moral, but to be different, to live a life that 
reflected the true character of the one true God. 
 
That’s what they are to us. The Ten Commandments are a foundation. They are a summary of 
God’s call not to judge the world, but to live lives that show the world his true character. So 
that they can see his excellence and become his people, they are our call to be different. 
 
At this time, I’m going to call our worship team to join me here on stage. We are going to 
continue our worship in a little bit of a different way today. In a minute, Gilbert is going to lead 
us in a song that celebrates our redemption and our life as God’s people. But before we do that, 
we’re going to do something we don’t often do. As we go through this series every week, I want 
us to read the Ten Commandments, both so we become familiar with them and as a reminder 
that these identify us as God’s people. So today I would like for us to read the Ten 
Commandments as a responsive reading. We won’t just read them just as commands that are 
stated, not just as “thou shalts” and “thou shalt nots.” Rather, we’re going to read the Ten 
Commandments as promises, as statements of the way we want to live as God’s people. No one 
fulfills the Ten Commandments perfectly, but we are going to read them as our commitment 



with God’s help to live differently. So as we do this reading, I will read the part of the Leader 
giving the introduction and explanations. We all will read the part of the people, stating the 
commandments as the way will try to live as God’s people.  
 
Leader: “And God spoke all these words: “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
 
People: “We will have no other gods before You. “ 
 
People: “We will not make for ourselves an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on 
the earth beneath or in the waters below.”  
 
Leader: You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for God says I, the LORD your God, 
am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who 
love me and keep my commandments.  
 
People: “We will not misuse the name of the LORD our God” 
 
Leader: For the LORD says he will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.  
 
People: “We will remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” 
 
Leader: Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the 
LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work. For in six days the LORD made the heavens 
and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  
 
People: “We will honor our fathers and our mothers” 
 
Leader: “so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.” 
 
People: “We will not murder.”  
 
People: “We will not commit adultery.”  
 
People: “We will not steal.  
 
People: “We will not give false testimony against our neighbor.”  
 
People: “We will not covet our neighbor’s house.”  
 
Leader: You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 



 
All: “As God’s People, we will live differently. With his help, we will obey his commands.” 


