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Today I want to talk about the topic of “Different Neighbors.” Have you ever had a neighbor 
that was different, someone with habits that are highly unusual or with a pet that is very vocal 
or maybe someone that is just super-inconsiderate? Kelley and I once had a neighbor that 
would smoke, um shall we say, “certain herbs” that tend to give you a good appetite. She would 
wander over to our apartment at 10 o’clock at night in a very relaxed state and say “What did 
you guys have for dinner? It smells so good!” She was a different neighbor! 
 
How many of you would say “Yeah, we’ve had a ‘different” neighbor’”? By the way if right now 
you’re going “Hmmm, I don’t think we’ve ever had a different neighbor,” let me just say “You 
might be that neighbor!” 
 
Anyway as I was thinking about different neighbors this week, I found an interesting web-page. 
It had photographs of actual notes that were left from one neighbor to another, and some of 
them were pretty funny. You could see the frustration. There was one where someone had 
taken a permanent marker and wrote below someone’s doorbell “Your dog barks and barks and 
barks all the way to the floor!” Another one was a page taped to a door that said “You sing 
horribly, signed anyone with hearing.” There was one that was taped to the door of the laundry 
facility in an apartment complex. It read “To the person who stopped the washer in the middle 
of my cycle and took my clothes out just to wash yours, you are a jerk. Unfortunately for you, so 
am I. You can find your wet clothes frozen outside in the snow.” The last one was a poster stuck 
on a staircase that had this picture (of some concrete flip-flops) and said “My upstairs 
neighbor’s favorite shoes.” Many of us have had different neighbors! 
 
Today we are going to talk about that. Actually, today we are going to finish our series on the 
Ten Commandments called “Different.” It’s been an interesting series. We’ve talked about 
being a Different People, as we looked at Commandments 1 and 2. We’ve talk about living a 
Different Lifestyle, as we looked at Commandments 3 and 4. Last week as we covered 
commandments 5-7. We talked about how we are called to have Different Families.  
 
Today as we finish this series, we’re going to see that God calls us to be different neighbors, not 
different in the sense that we are annoying, or loud, or weird, but different in the sense that we 
are better neighbors. Your neighbors should be glad that they live next to a Christian. We 
should be different in the sense that we really care for those around us. We should be different 
in the sense that we truly strive to live out the values of the Ten Commandments, that we love 
our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
God calls us to be different in the way we treat those around us. It starts with loving God with 
all our heart, soul, strength, and mind so that he is our only God and so that we are 
transformed to become like him. As we saw last week, it moves from there into the way we 



conduct our families. Today as we look at Commandment 8 (the command not to steal), 
Commandment 9 (the command not to lie), and Commandment 10 (the command not to covet 
things), we’re going to see how that transforming love of God changes the way we treat our 
neighbor. 
 
So let me invite you to turn in your Bibles to Exodus 20:15-17 and let’s look at these last three 
commandments together. We’re going to read the whole Ten Commandments together as we 
close our service in a special way later today. But for now, let’s read the last three of these 
wonderful Ten Commandments God gave to his people. The Lord says this: 
 
“You shall not steal.  
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
- Exodus 20:15-17 
 
This is the word of God. I’m not going to tell you what my prayer is today. I’m just going to pray 
it, so let’s bow our heads for prayer. 
 
Let’s look at these three commandments and see how it is that God calls us to be different 
neighbors. The first one we are going to look at today is: 
 
Commandment: 8: Don’t steal your neighbor’s stuff.  
 
The text states it very simply:  
 
You shall not steal.  
- Exodus 20:15 
 
The Hebrew word there for “steal” is the word ganab. It is very similar to our English word 
“steal,” so this command is translated the same in virtually every English translation. Even the 
Message, which is a very creative paraphrase, just says “no stealing.” The idea of stealing is not 
a complicated thing. The command to keep the Sabbath is probably the most complicated of 
the Ten Commandments. This is probably the simplest. Any kindergartner can probably tell you 
what it means to steal: Stealing is taking something that doesn’t belong to you without 
permission. God is telling us not to do that. 
 
Now if we read the following context, the next couple of chapters, we can see that the Law 
gives us examples of what it meant to steal. The Law includes everything from stealing 
someone’s livestock (their animals) to stealing their possessions (their silver or goods) to 
stealing people (kidnapping), which was punishable by death. The Law even prohibited you 
from letting your cattle graze on someone else’s field. If you did that, you had to feed their 
cattle from the best part of your field. 
 



So God forbids his people from taking anything that doesn’t belong to them. When it comes to 
straight-up, garden variety stealing, the reason seems fairly simple: Stealing hurts your 
neighbor. Right? It takes away from what your neighbor has worked hard to gain. You’re taking 
food out of his mouth and the mouth of his family. Stealing is not loving your neighbor. It’s 
hurting your neighbor. 
 
So most people who call themselves Christians, hopefully would not just pick up things and 
walk off with them, right? Most of us here today would never steal our neighbor’s car, just 
because we can. We would not take food off their table or rob them at gunpoint. We wouldn’t 
even be tempted to engage in blue collar crime. Does that mean we can ignore this 
commandment? Or pat ourselves on the back when we read it?  
 
Not necessarily. Sometimes we’re tempted to take things that don’t belong to us. We’re just a 
lot more subtle about it. This goes deep in the human heart. It starts at an early age. I saw a 
great example of this last Sunday afternoon. (By the way, I have permission to share this). Last 
Sunday afternoon, we were at Falls Lake at a birthday party for Olie Imbiri. We were having a 
big picnic. There were probably 25 of us carrying on at the lake. About 30 feet from us was a 
group of really friendly Middle Eastern ladies in their Hijabs having a picnic with their chairs 
around a blanket. There were some oranges in the middle of the blanket. While we were having 
our party, someone noticed John and Sarah Maiden’s daughter, Sadie who is two years old, 
wandering over to the ladies’ picnic. It was hilarious! As we watched, Sadie kind of edged up to 
the group real casual like and then she moved over to an empty chair and leaned up against it, 
like “Yeah, I’m part of this group.” By this time, several of us, including the Middle Eastern 
ladies, are watching her and cracking up. She is quite obviously working a plan, but we don’t 
know what it is yet. Then after a minute or two she has a seat in the chair kind of looking 
around kicks her feet up like “Hey, girlfriends!” Then finally after sitting there for two or three 
minutes, she gets up and real casual like helps herself to an orange and eats it! It was so funny! 
You could see the little wheels turning. I thought “John and Sarah, what are you teaching your 
kids?” Just kidding, but I have to say it was really tough to tell whether she was being an 
ambassador for Christ or just wanted to take their orange! Very subtle!  
 
That’s the way we can be, right? We’re very subtle about the temptation to take things that 
don’t belong to us. We can almost convince ourselves that we deserve it! Many of us who 
would never dream of stealing our neighbor’s car are a little bit more tempted when it comes 
to more subtle things, things like bending the rules when it comes to filling out our taxes or 
hiding things when we’re dealing with the insurance company. We might even be tempted to 
cut back on our giving to God so we can have a nicer vacation or a newer car. 
 
On the one hand, it doesn’t feel like we’re robbing someone. It’s not like we are directly taking 
food out of someone’s mouth! It’s the government! it’s the insurance company (they’re rich). 
It’s the church! (somebody else will take care of it). It’s not like we’re trying to hurt anyone 
directly. 
 



But notice the commandment isn’t stated in those terms. It doesn’t say “Don’t take stuff if it 
directly hurts your neighbor.” It doesn’t say “Don’t take things from individuals, but it’s OK to 
fudge on your taxes.” It doesn’t say “calculate the damage” or “be subtle about it.”  It just says 
“Don’t take things that don’t belong to you.”  
 
In fact God, gives us an example of the way he looks at this in Malachi 3:8-10. This passage is 
about giving to God and, by the way, this is kind of a harsh passage. I don’t bring it up just to 
beat up on you. It’s just that last week, I talked about sex, so this week, I thought I would try 
money. Let’s just get all the awkward conversations over with! Just kidding! But listen this is an 
amazing passage that shows us the way God looks at our giving. Look at what it says here. God 
is speaking to his chosen people:  
 
“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’  
Israel I’m sure, would say “how on earth is it even possible that we have robbed you, God? Did 
we hold up a knife to you and say “give me all your money? What are you talking about?” look 
at the rest of the verse. 
“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse the whole nation of you because you are robbing 
me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
- Malachi 3:8-10 
 
God told Israel “You are robbing me by not giving me the tithe, the tenth, the portion of your 
income that I asked you to give me as a sign of trust. God tells Israel “Listen, because of that, 
you’re under a curse. You plant, but you don’t harvest. times are hard. Things aren’t working 
out very well for you in terms of prosperity. God says “You’re being chastened.” I mention that 
passage not to put you under the Law or to scare you that God is going to curse you. I mention 
it for two reasons:  
 
First, I mention it so you can see that when God looks at stealing, He doesn’t just reckon it 
according to what we physically take from people. He also reckons in terms of what we 
withhold from those to whom it is due. He cares whether we pay our taxes. He cares that we’re 
honest with the insurance company and with our creditors. He cares that we give faithfully to 
Him. As New Testament people, we are not under the Law of the tithe, but God does expect us 
to give a portion of our income to him on a regular basis, not just what’s convenient or left 
over,  but a portion that shows our faith that we can give God a part of our income, and trust 
that he is powerful enough, and generous enough to give it back. So I show this passage to you 
first to help you see it does matter to God what we withhold. 
 
But the second reason I share this passage is this: Let’s not stop at the first half of verse let’s 
read the rest of the passage see how it continues: 
 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” 
says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out 
so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it me. Bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 



- Malachi 3:10 
 
God doesn’t just say “Give me what’s mine.” He says “Give me what’s mine, so I can bless you, 
so I can provide for you. Trust me, so I can show you that I can be trusted.” He loves us too 
much to let us live in the poverty of not trusting him. That’s the center, that’s the heart of this 
command not to steal. It’s not just about misbehaving. It’s not just about not directly harming 
your neighbor. It’s about trusting God that faith in him plus honest work will provide for us 
better than striving and conniving and dishonesty. It’s about trusting God’s goodness. So this 
Commandment tells us “Do not steal your neighbor’s stuff.” 
 
Commandment 9: Don’t lie about your neighbor. 
 
It’s the command not to bear false witness against our neighbor. On the one hand, this 
commandment makes perfect sense. When most of us were growing up, we were probably 
taught that this commandment was just saying “Don’t lie,” right? That makes perfect sense. We 
would expect to see “Thou shalt not lie” on God’s playlist of the top Ten Basic Sins. If it was an 
internet quiz, we would pick: Don’t murder, don’t steal, don’t lie. So on the one hand, it makes 
perfect sense. But on the other hand, this is kind of a strange command. Look at the actual 
commandment again:  
 
 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  
- Exodus 20:16 
 
“Give false testimony.” This command is specifically talking about court! OK, now that seems a 
little unusual, right? How many of you were tempted to stretch the truth this week (or tempted 
now)? How many of you were tempted to commit perjury? It’s a little unexpected, isn’t it? So 
why would God choose to mention this specific expression of dishonesty? Why would he 
specifically forbid giving false testimony? That’s always bugged me! So why did he do it? 
 
For one thing, witnessing before a judge was a lot more powerful and a lot more common in 
ancient Israel than it is today. Think about it. This is before DNA testing. This is before security 
cameras. This is before fingerprinting or blood-typing. This is really before modern policework 
of any kind. So the only thing you had in most cases was a witness. Most people were convicted 
entirely because someone said they saw them do something. So testifying against someone was 
a more common, more powerful tool to hurt them back then than it is today. So it was more 
relevant. That’s one reason God used this example.  
 
But there’s another reason. In some of the Ten Commandments, rather than forbidding an 
entire category of things and giving specific examples of all the ways you can commit a 
particular sin, rather than doing that, in some of the commandments God just chooses a good 
example or actually, since it’s sin, he chooses a really bad example, a sort of worst-case-
scenario of the sin he’s forbidding. For example when we looked at Commandment 2, we said 
the essence of it was “Don’t misrepresent God.” Remember that? Don’t lower your thoughts 
about him. But in the actual commandment, God just gives one example. He says “Don’t make 



any idols, any graven images.” Likewise when we looked at Commandment 7, we said (and 
Jesus said) that the essence of it is that sex is reserved for marriage. No fornication. No 
adultery. No lust. But the actual command only mentions adultery, because adultery is sort of 
the worst kind of sexual sin. It’s a sin, and it destroys an existing family. 
 
So God often uses a really bad example or a worst case scenario in the Ten Commandments. I 
think that’s what he does here. When he wants to forbid lying, he gives the example of giving 
false testimony against your neighbor in court, because that’s like the worst. It’s a lie within a 
lie. There is not just the thing you lied about. There’s also the fact that you promised to tell the 
truth. Even in our modern society, perjury is a really big deal! Politicians that lie all the time are 
very careful about perjury! So I think God picked testifying against your neighbor, because it 
was a more common example and a very clear example of not telling the truth. The Bible makes 
it quite clear that falsehood of any kind is forbidden for God’s people: 
 
Do not lie. Do not deceive one another. Do not swear falsely by my name. Do not defraud your 
neighbor. 
- Leviticus 19:11-13 
 
Jesus called lying “the native tongue” of the devil and says the Devil invented it 
 
The Lord detests lying lips. 
- Proverbs 12:22 
 
Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 
- Colossians 3:9 
 
So, falsehood of any kind is forbidden for us. Christians, we are to be people of the truth. You 
should be the person in your office, in your neighborhood, in your family, that people look to 
when they want to find out what the real truth is. We should be people of the truth. 
 
I notice that, although this command ultimately relates to falsehood of any kind, the immediate 
focus of this commandment is speaking untrue words that hurt those around us. This 
commandment teaches us to be so careful about the words we speak against our neighbor. I 
just encourage us to do that. Be careful what you say against people. Be careful about making 
back-handed accusations. Be careful about the things you imply about people. We live in an age 
of Facebook fights and social media trolling. So many people just speaking against other people.  
 
Let’s be a different kind of people. Let’s not assume the worst of people. Let’s be gracious in 
our interactions with them. Let’s be careful of the words we speak. Let’s build our neighbors up 
with our speech rather than tearing them down. Let’s not tell lies or gossip or half-truths 
against our neighbor. 
 
So Commandment 8 tells us not to steal our neighbor’s stuff. Commandment 9 tells us not to lie 
about our neighbor. Now there’s only one commandment left:  



 
Commandment 10: Don’t covet what God had given your neighbor. 
 
Look at the way God states it here: 
 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or his riding lawn mower, or his new golf clubs, or 
his corvette, or his new cell phone or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
- Exodus 20:17 
 
By the way, I was reading from the UMP (Ulrich Modern Paraphrase) there. But seriously, we 
are not to covet the things that God has given our neighbor. This is the last of the Ten 
Commandments. After this, we’re done with the series! 
 
As I studied Commandment 10, here a question came to my mind: Why is this the last 
commandment? Why did God choose this one for his final word? One of the things we’ve 
learned, as we’ve gone through this series, is that the order of the Ten Commandments is not 
random. It’s very intentional. The first four relate to loving God. The last six relate to loving your 
neighbor. We said Commandment 1 is first, because all the other commandments are based on 
the God you worship. We said Commandment 5, the commandment to honor your parents, is 
the first of the commands about loving our neighbor, because that parent-child role is 
foundational to the development of the other commands. The order is very intentional, so why 
is this commandment last? 
 
We might think this commandment is last, because it’s the most unusual. This is a very unusual 
command. There is nothing even remotely like this in any other culture in the Ancient Near 
East. Other Ancient Near East cultures had prohibitions against murder, against theft, against 
adultery. They had commands for how deities were to be respected. But we have yet to find a 
law that forbids coveting your neighbor’s goods. So we might think it’s last because it’s the 
most unusual. But I don’t think that’s it. 
 
We might also think this command is last because it’s the most difficult of the Ten 
Commandments for us to obey. This is a really tough command to obey! Most of us probably 
don’t have to work too hard to eliminate murder from our life, but coveting? That’s another 
matter! This is the easiest sin to hide, because it’s in your heart so it’s easy to get away with. 
This is the sin people object to the least. Murder someone, commit adultery, lie, or steal and 
there will be consequences! But when was the last time you heard someone even criticized for 
being covetous? People just don’t care. When you combine all this, it makes covetousness 
really hard to deal with. 
 
It’s so hard that Paul, the Apostle, Paul the guy who had seen Jesus and seen heaven and who 
wrote half of the New Testament, wrote almost an entire chapter in Romans 7 about his 
unsuccessful struggle as a Christian with the sin of covetousness. Do you know what his 
conclusion to the whole matter was? Look at how he ends Romans 7: 



 
What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  
- Romans 7:24 
 
In other words, even though he was an Apostle, and a Christian and filled with the Holy Spirit, 
when he met the sin of covetousness, he met his match. He could not exterminate this sin from 
his life. Covetousness is the cockroach, it’s the kudzu, it’s the Burmese python of the Christian 
life. We can’t eradicate it! It’s almost like God stuck this last commandment on just in case we 
were feeling too sassy about the other commandments. This humbles us! So this 
commandment is the most difficult, certainly of the horizontal commandments.  
 
But I still don’t think that’s why it’s last. So why is it last? To answer that, we need to 
understand what the sin of covetousness actually is, because there’s a lot of confused thinking 
about it. It may surprise you to hear this, but coveting is not actually wrong in and of itself. I 
know that sounds crazy, but it’s not wrong to covet something! The Hebrew word used here for 
“covet” (hamad) is not a bad or negative word. It actually just means “to desire something.” 
That surprised me, I guess, because we don’t use the word covet hardly at all, unless we’re 
quoting the Ten Commandments. I always assumed covet was a bad word. I thought of it like 
“steal” or “murder.” There’s really not a nice way to murder. 
 
But hamad is not a bad word. It just means to desire something, to delight or take pleasure in it. 
It’s used to describe some of the trees that were in the Garden of Eden. They were delightful 
and to be desired for food. So it refers to desiring something about as often as it refers to 
coveting inappropriately. 
 
We all have desires in our life, and that’s not wrong in and of itself. It’s not wrong to desire food 
when you’re hungry or companionship when you’re lonely. Jesus desired those things. It’s not 
wrong to want to advance our careers, to improve our station in life. The book of Proverbs gives 
us instruction on how to do that and calls it “diligence.” It’s not wrong to desire comfort over 
discomfort. 
 
So if it’s not wrong, why does Commandment 10 say “Don’t covet”? Well, that’s not all 
Commandment 10 says. It doesn’t just say “Don’t covet.” It doesn’t say “Don’t covet a home, or 
a wife, or livestock.” It says “Don’t covet your neighbor’s home or wife or livestock.” Coveting 
becomes wrong when I desire what God has provided for other people. 
 
So what does that mean? Does that mean I can be as greedy as I want, as long as I don’t desire 
the actual thing that my neighbor has? Because I gotta say if that’s all covetousness is, I had a 
pretty good week! I don’t think I looked at anything on my street and said “I gotta have that!” If 
that’s all it is, I might have done better than the Apostle Paul! Is that what this is saying? No, let 
me give you a short definition of covetousness. This is when covetousness becomes wrong:  
 
Covetousness is an ungodly discontent with what God wants for you. It’s not wrong to desire, to 
develop, what God has given you: the abilities, the opportunities, the resources. It’s not wrong 



to develop these and desire that they are used to their fullest. It’s when we are not satisfied 
with the abilities, the opportunities, the resources that God has entrusted to us. That’s when it 
becomes wrong. It’s an ungodly discontent with what God wants for us, a discontent that looks 
at our neighbor and says “He doesn’t deserve that house.” “She doesn’t deserve that husband.” 
“They don’t deserve that comfortable situation, that well-financed retirement, that ability or 
body or situation that I wish I had.” 
 
Coveting becomes a sin when we think our neighbor has it too good and when we think we 
don’t have it good enough. We look at our neighbor and say “They deserve worse and I? I 
deserve better. God hasn’t been fair. He hasn’t been gracious to me like he has my neighbor.” 
It’s an ungodly discontent with what God wants for us.  
 
When I think of it that way, it’s a lot uglier, and I don’t feel so good about my week, because 
there were times when I struggled with an ungodly discontent. Sometimes, I can be like a 
spoiled child at a birthday party who opens up a gift from his wonderful, loving father, a gift 
that he needs and is good for him and a gift that would be a real joy if he would just appreciate 
it. But he opens it up and starts to cry and says “Why can’t I have what so-and-so got?” 
Sometimes, we can all be like that, right? That’s covetousness. It runs deep in the human soul. 
 
I think that’s why God placed covetousness last in the Ten Commandments, because it really 
ties together so much of what we’ve learned from them. Covetousness ignores the goodness of 
God, a God who bought his people out of slavery and redeemed them for a new life. 
Covetousness is idolatry in its most insidious form. Because whatever thing, whatever 
circumstance, whatever ability, whatever resource we crave becomes an idol. We are telling 
ourselves: I can’t be happy without this. This is what I need to live. It takes the place of God. 
Covetousness is very much a refusal to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind. 
 
It’s also a refusal to love our neighbor as ourselves. Covetousness causes us not to love our 
neighbor but to judge our neighbor, to look at them and say “They should not have that thing 
they have, because they don’t deserve it.” We say “God got it wrong,” and we wish them ill. 
Covetousness is a root that can bring about all the other sins against our neighbor from 
despising our parents because of our lot in life to adultery to theft to murder. Covetousness is 
last, because it is both a vertical and a horizontal sin. 
 
Covetousness shows us our need for the continual grace of the gospel. Aren’t you glad for the 
continual grace of the gospel? We all struggle with this sin, so we all need a God who will day by 
day redeem us from slavery to sin. In the gospel through his Son Jesus, we have that God. He’s 
a God that calls us to love him with all our hearts through Commandments 1-4, a God who calls 
us to love our neighbor as ourselves through Commandments 5-10, a God who calls us to be his 
different people who have different families and are different neighbors. 


