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Good Morning! How is everyone doing today? Welcome to Back to Church Sunday. We’re so 
glad you could join us today! The title of my sermon today is actually a question, and the 
question is this: Do I really need the church? Do I really need the church? By that, I mean “Do I 
really need to go to church?” I mean it’s Sunday. For most of you, this is one of only two days 
that you have off work! In addition to that as of last week, it’s Football Day! You can watch 
college football on Saturday, but Sunday is the day the Chiefs play so this is the real football 
day! 
 
But seriously, do we need to go to church? I wrestled this week with how exactly to ask that 
question. Then I saw a video that asks it better than I ever could, so watch this (Virtual Church 
Video). Right now, some of you are laughing at that video. Some of you are going “Wait, what 
was that website?” Some of you are going “Can I really make Gilbert wear skinny jeans?” 
 
But seriously, do we need the church? Do we need this Sunday after Sunday? Or can we just 
experience individual spirituality in our lives and stay at home? Is church going the way of the 
grocery store, where you don’t actually have to go to the store. You can just order in? 
 
Wednesday afternoon, Kelley and I went over to the 5401 Development to put door hangers 
out and invite people to Movie Night. I was amazed at how many packages were waiting on 
people’s porches! You don’t have to go out for anything anymore. There was one porch that 
had like ten packages on it! I got two bags of Cheetos and a case of Pepsi from it! Just kidding, 
but is church headed that way? Can we get everything we need from God at home or out in 
nature or do we actually have to go to church? 
 
Do we really need the church? Well, there are a lot of ways we could answer that question. As I 
thought about it this week, my attention was drawn to three word pictures, 3 metaphors, three 
images that the Bible uses to describe the church. These are all found in the book of Ephesians. 
If you brought your Bible, you might want to turn to Ephesians 2. That’s where we’ll start. If you 
don’t have a Bible, that’s no problem. The verses will be on the screen. 
 
These are three snapshots of what the church was made to be: the Church is a Temple, the 
Church is a Bride, and the Church is a Body. Today as we look at these three snapshots - the 
Temple, the Bride, and the Body - we’re going to see what the church is all about. If you’re new 
to church or if you’re returning to church after being away for a while, these snapshots can help 
you see what the church is and how it should function in your life. If you’re a regular around 
here like me, these images are going to speak to us today and challenge us here at Perry Creek 
to be more and more what God made his church to be. 
 



Do we need church? What do you think my answer is going to be? Yes! OK, we can go home. 
Just kidding. We need Church and these three snapshots of the church show us why. The first 
snapshot or metaphor for the church is the Temple, and: 
 
1. As the Temple of God, the Church is where we worship. 
 
That’s why we need the Church! Now this first snapshot is found at the end of Ephesians 2 in 
verses 19-22. Let me give you some background on this just so that we understand what this 
passage is really saying to us.  
 
The Apostle Paul, the writer of Ephesians, has been talking in chapter 2 about how Christ has 
torn down the divisions between people. There used to be this great hostility between Jews 
and Gentiles (non-Jewish). The Jews were God’s chosen people. They were special and, because 
of that, they were filled with pride. The Jews despised the Gentiles! The Gentiles for their part 
invaded and persecuted and murdered the Jews, so there was great hostility between them. In 
fact if you went to the Jewish temple in Jerusalem, there was a giant wall around the most holy 
part of the Temple with signs on it that said “If you are a Gentile and you go beyond this point, 
you will be destroyed.” As a Gentile, you would be. They killed people for that. 
 
So there was this literal dividing wall of hostility. The beginning of chapter 2 tells us that 
through his life and death Jesus broke down that wall of hostility, because Jesus put everyone 
on equal footing. His life showed us that every single one of us falls short of what God made us 
to be. So that no matter who you are - Jew or Gentile, male or female, black or white, richer or 
poorer - no matter who we are, we need God’s forgiveness. In Jesus through his death on our 
behalf, we can have it. We can have God’s forgiveness no matter who we are. OK? Jesus broke 
down that wall of hostility, and he made a way for us to come to God. 
 
Look at what Paul says next. Jesus didn’t just break down the wall. He built something with the 
pieces! Look at what Ephesians says:  
 
Consequently (because of what Jesus has done) you are no longer foreigners and aliens (to each 
other), but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 
(Look at this!) In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in 
the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by 
his Spirit. 
- Ephesians 2:19-22 
 
We, the Church, are God’s Temple (the place where God dwells). Now I’m not going to dive too 
deeply into the details of this image of us as the Temple. This is image is so rich that that would 
be a whole sermon series! But think on the most basic level, what Paul is saying is we are God’s 
temple. We (plural), when we gather together with our differences and our peculiarities and 
with all the things that normally divide us, when we gather together in response to what Jesus 
has done, we are God’s Temple. 



 
We are the Temple. Temples in Bible times were really built for one thing: worship. They were 
all about worship. The temple was where you went to get re-sized, to see how big God is and 
how small you are. Temples, especially God’s temple in Jerusalem, were massive and ornate! 
When you went into them, you felt really small, because you’re not the center of the universe! 
You’re not God, and the temple reminded you of that! The Temple is where you went to be 
reminded of your identity. As you gathered there with people who thought like you and lived 
like you and worshipped like you, you remembered who you were and that you weren’t alone 
in your worship of the Lord. The temple is where you went to participate in the rites of your 
religion. The temple was where you offered the tithe and ate your sacred meals. The temple 
was where you lifted up praises to your God! It was where you went to hear the choirs of 
Levites and where you went to sing Songs to God. Temples were made for worship! That’s what 
they’re all about! OK, now guys listen, let me tell you two things: 
 
You were made to worship. No matter who you are (Jew or Gentile, male or female, black or 
white, richer or poorer), you were made to worship a God than bigger than you. You were 
never meant to live for yourself as an end in yourself. If you do, eventually you will become 
miserable. 
 
About a month and a half ago, Kelley and I went on vacation to Maine. It was awesome! I spent 
the week fishing, and hiking, and seeing moose, and eating lobster, all the stuff I love to do.  
When it was time to come home, Kelley said to me: Would you get bored if you spent another 
week here? I said “I would absolutely not get bored, but I would become miserable.” She said 
“Why?” I said “Because it would become all about me. I would spend the whole week saying ‘Is 
this my favorite?’ and that always makes me miserable in the long run.” It’s great for a day or 
two, but in the long run it makes me miserable. 
 
Why? Because we weren’t made to live for ourselves! We were made to serve something, to 
belong to something, to worship and adore something bigger than ourselves!  (1) You were 
made to worship. 
 
You worship best when you are gathered with the church. All those things that we said the 
temple was for (getting re-sized, remembering your identity, practicing the rites of your faith, 
praising God) those things all part of worship, and they all happen best when we are gathered 
with a local church! 
 
I can get re-sized in nature and maybe in other ways, but that happens best when I am 
gathered with God’s people and worshipping Him! Likewise, the best time for us to be 
reminded of our identity is when we are gathered with people who share the same identity. If 
you were here last week when we read the Ten Commandments together, we were reminding 
each other of our identity. We were saying we are God’s people. The rites of Christianity - 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper- these were never ever meant to be individualized experiences. 
They are best done with God’s people when the church is gathered. The church is also where 
our best praise occurs! Haven’t you loved our worship today? One of the things I love about it is 



that Gilbert’s number one priority, the question that’s always on his mind, is not whether our 
worship team gives this amazing performance, it’s whether they and we are worshipping! 
 
You were made for worship and the church is where we worship best. I don’t mean that we 
shouldn’t worship individually. We can, and we should. But it’s not the same thing. We need to 
worship together. We need to rise together to become the Temple of God. We need the church 
for worship. 
 
The first snapshot is the Church as the Temple. As the Temple, church is where we worship. 
Now, the second snapshot of the church is an image I love. The Church is the Bride of Christ, 
and: 
 
2. As the Bride of Christ, the Church is a where we experience Transforming Love. 
 
This image comes from Ephesians. Look at what Paul says: 
 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make 
her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to 
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. 
- Ephesians 5:25-28 
 
Now the point of this passage is simple. There’s all kinds of wedding day imagery used. The 
point Paul is making is that the Church is the Bride of Christ. We’re also called the Bride in 
John’s gospel and in Revelation. More than anything else, being the Bride of Christ means one 
thing. We are loved. We are loved. God loves all people everywhere.  
 
John 3:16 says “God so loved the world,” so he loves all people in one way. 
 
His church, those who have placed their faith in him, those who belong to him, those who have 
chosen to be united to him, He loves his church in a special way. He calls us his bride. That’s a 
powerful image. 
 
Kelley is my bride. She’s my wife, and I’ve got to tell you something. I love that girl. I’m crazy 
about her, and I have been from the beginning! We knew each other for a year, and we dated 
for a year, and we were engaged for a year. To be honest, our first date didn’t go so well. I 
almost killed her. There’s a lot of detail I won’t go into, but let me just say the climax of the date 
was me trying to light a romantic fire in the basement and forgetting to open the damper on 
the fireplace, and he smoke alarm on the second story going off and going off and going off  
until I ripped it out of the wall and took her home. 
 
Our first date wasn’t a smashing success! But once I knew that she wasn’t going to dump me, I 
was hopelessly in love. We went out on a second date. Then Kelley and I went out on a date 
every night after work for 30 days straight. Within two weeks, I was telling my Mom “Mom, I 



think this could be the one!” She said “I know.” I said “I’m not kidding!” She said “I can see 
that!” I was crazy for that girl! Once I dated Kelley, I never dated another girl. I never got cold 
feet. I never questioned whether she was the one, and there was nothing I wouldn’t do for her. 
There was no spider I wouldn’t kill for Kelley. There was no music theatre production I wouldn’t 
attend for Kelley. There was no sink of dirty dishes I wouldn’t wash. There was almost nothing I 
wouldn’t do for Kelley. I love that girl! Get it? 
 
That’s how Christ feels about you. He loves you. He’s crazy about you. He would do anything for 
you, even give his life. You’re his bride! In fact, his love for you is stronger than the love an 
earthly husband has for his wife. Did you notice that? Paul says “Husbands ought to love their 
wife as Christ loved the church.” He’s trying to get husbands to come up to Christ’s standard. 
Jesus loves the church! That’s what it means to be his Bride! 
 
Notice something else: His love is a transforming love. Did you notice that? Look at verses 25-27 
again: 
 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make 
her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to 
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless. 
- Ephesians 5:25-27 
 
It is Jesus’ intention that we as a church, that we as his bride, be transformed. Look at the 
words the passage uses. He wants to make us holy. He wants to cleanse us. He wants to present 
us to himself without stain, or wrinkle, or blemish, but radiant. Jesus wants to transform us, so 
that we’re not just a Bride, we are a beautiful Bride. 
 
Here’s my Bride (wedding picture). Isn’t she beautiful? Not a hair out of place, dressed 
radiantly. You can see the blue in her eyes.  
 
Jesus wants to love us in such a way that we are presented to him like that, transformed 
without spots or wrinkles or any other blemish. He wants to love us with a transforming love.  
And apparently, it works. Because in Revelation 21, the next to the last chapter of this book, 
John says “I saw the new Jerusalem (with its people), coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. Christ’s love is transforming. 
 
Now, do you know where that transforming love starts? Right here in the church. Right here. 
This is where the transformation starts. This is where our impurities are removed and we are 
made beautiful. We’re made beautiful in the church, as we learn to love those who are 
different from us. We’re made beautiful in the church, as we learn how to exercise our gifts. 
We’re made beautiful in the church, as we discover the parts of us that should be celebrated. 
Ever have that happen in a small group where you see something in someone else or they see 
something in you that you never saw before and you realize it should be celebrated? That’s the 
kind of thing that should be happening in the church. We’re made beautiful in the church, as 



we discover the parts of us that need work, as God fixes our wounds and sets right what is 
broken and brings grace to our shortcomings, made beautiful as we learn how to love each 
other, how to encourage each other, how to be patient with each other, how to forgive each 
other. As that happens, we are transformed. The church is to be a place of transforming love. 
 
This is one of the greatest misunderstandings about the church. Some people see the church 
not as a place of transforming love, they see it, as and I don’t like to say this but it’s true, they 
see it as a place of hate. I don’t think that’s putting it too strongly. Some people feel like the 
church is a place where we spend our time talking about what we are against. Some people see 
it as a place of condemnation and judgment, a place where you’re not welcome if you don’t 
measure up. It has been that at times, but it was never meant to be that. 
 
Other people see the church as a place of love but not transforming love. They maybe see it as 
a place of love that doesn’t transform, love that welcomes and affirms everyone but never 
challenges us to change. Maybe they see the church as a place where we should never have the 
hard conversations, never talk about God’s expectations or sin or judgment. 
 
I understand the desire for that. I really do. But notice, that’s not what the passage says. God 
wants more for us. He loves us too much to leave us the way we are. He wants to remove our 
stains, our wrinkles, our blemishes. He wants us to be radiant. Some of you, you get more 
radiant every week! You say “Really, because I just feel older, and heavier, and wrinklier.” But 
on the inside, you’re getting beautiful, because you’re being exposed week after week in the 
church to God’s transforming love. He’s knocking off the rough edges, and he’s smoothing 
things out. He’s building up what’s good. As you do life in the church, some of you God has 
brought life, and health, and beauty from ashes. Notice this has all happened in the church, 
because God is a God who loves his Bride, his church, with a transforming love. 
 
So (1) as God’s Temple, the church is where we worship. (2) As Christ’s Bride, the church is 
where we find transforming love. Now lastly: 
 
3. As the Body of Christ, the church is where we belong. 
 
When I say “belong,” I don’t just mean we are supposed to be here like “you belong in church!” 
I mean the church is a place where we fit in, a place where we belong. It’s a place where there’s 
interdependence, where we have a part to play. Church is a place where we belong to others, 
and they belong to us. The church is a place of belonging. 
 
Paul shows us that with this metaphor of the Church as the Body of Christ. It’s probably Paul’s 
favorite picture of the church. He discusses it here in Ephesians. He discusses it in great detail in 
Romans and 1 Corinthians. I’m going to make reference to some of those other passages, but 
look what he says here in Ephesians. He introduces the metaphor: 
 



It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some 
to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the (look at 
this) body of Christ may be built up 
- Ephesians 4:11-12 
 
See that phrase “Body of Christ? Christ has a body here on the Earth, and his Body is us! If you 
are a believer in Jesus, if you have placed your trust in him, if you believe in him, if you belong 
to him, then let me tell you something that is absolutely true about yourself: You are a part of 
the Body of Jesus Christ on the Earth. I guarantee that whether you go to church every week or 
you haven’t been in twenty years, you are part of the Body of Christ. Paul put it this way:   
 
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  
- 1 Corinthians 12:27  
 
If you are a Christian, you are part of the Body. Now the parts of the Body are not all the same. 
They are unified, but they are not identical. Just like in your physical body, there’s a unity. The 
body operates all together as a unit, but there’s diversity. The parts of a healthy body are very 
different. You have eyes to see and guide you. They are very different from the feet, which you 
have to help you go where you need to go. You have hands to do things. You have a mouth to 
speak with. You have that thingy that hangs down in the back of your throat that triggers your 
gag reflex, the uvula. Your body was made to function together, but it has all these different 
parts with different abilities. All those diverse parts of our physical body have been given 
special abilities, special functions they can fill. 
 
It’s the same with the Body of Christ. Each one of us in Christ’s body, each part, each member 
has been given one or more special gifts. Each of us has one or more things that we are good at. 
Things we are gifted to do. These are called “spiritual gifts,” and they are given to us by God’s 
Spirit. Maybe at birth, maybe when we first trust Christ, maybe as we have lived life, but each 
person in the body has at least one of these. They make us unique.  
 
Just like your eyes are gifted to see (they give your body vision), so God gives leaders to the 
church to help us see where we need to go. Your feet are especially equipped to go, to travel,  
and there are people in the church who are specially equipped to go and serve people foreign 
cultures as a missionary. Your hands get in there and do the work. I’m so thankful for you guys 
that come in here early every Sunday morning, setting up the curtains, and the chairs, and the 
CM. You guys are like our hands. Thank you! Some people in the body of Christ are like the 
mouth. They like to speak up. I’ve met one or two over the years that are like the uvula. They 
make the body gag! Just kidding!!! Not at Perry Creek!!! 
 
If you are a Christian, I can guarantee you two things: (1) You are part of the Body of Christ, and 
(2) You have abilities that God has given you. 
 
Now what does this have to do with whether or not we need to go to church? How does this 
relate to whether we need a church family or whether we can just be spiritual on our own? Let 



me state some implications of this word picture of the Body. I think we’ll see the first 
implication is this: 
 
You have a job to do. The fact that you are part of the Body means you have a job to do. Paul 
puts it this way: 
 
Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all 
the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, 
let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, 
let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him 
do it cheerfully. 
- Romans 12:4-8 
 
What Paul is saying is simple: Do what God has equipped you to do! We all have a job to do. 
 
You can’t be a body by yourself. You can be an ear by yourself, you can be an eye by yourself. 
You can be a hand by yourself, but you can’t be a body by yourself. You have to be with the 
other parts to function as a body. 
 
Some people think “I’ll just do my spirituality by myself. I’ll listen to some Christian music. 
Maybe I’ll read a devotional. I’ll just have an individual relationship with Jesus, and I’ll do some 
good works, and I’ll be doing what God wants me to do.” Here’s the problem with that. One of 
the things God wants you to do is serve with the Body. He specifically wants you to serve with 
the Body, because you’ll be way more effective if you serve with the Body. You’ll be way more 
effective. Could an eyeball see without the Body? Maybe? Maybe at a cellular level, it could 
respond to light and color. Maybe, but what good is it? What is the use of seeing where to go, if 
there’s no body to take you there? Can a hand grab things if it’s not part of a body? Maybe. 
Maybe you could attach some electrodes to it and get it to open and close. But a hand can do 
so much more when it’s attached to an arm and a torso and legs and feet and eyes. It’s hundred 
thousand times more effective if it operates with the body. 
 
You weren’t just meant to be a part. You were meant to be a part of the body. That’s why Paul 
said “Each member belongs to all the others.” You have a job to do. You can’t be the body by 
yourself. Now the last thought: 
 
The purpose of the Body is to build up the Body. Did you catch that when I read Ephesians 
4:11-12? Paul said God gave all these gifts to the church, all these people, and all these abilities, 
like serving, and teaching, and encouraging, and giving, and administration. He gave all these 
things “so that the body of Christ may be built up.” 
The purpose of the Body is to build up the body. 
 



The spiritual gifts you have, the abilities God’ gave you, these were not given to you just so you 
would have a really cool talent that you could put on YouTube or something, They’re not for 
self-promotion. They really weren’t even given to you so you could go off on your own and sort 
of fix the world. Your spiritual gifts were given to you so that you could take your place in the 
Body and build it up, so you could assist the Body of Christ in its mission of doing what Jesus 
would do, so that you could help the church be a place of transforming love, a place that serves 
people, a place that helps transform people, a place that invites others to the Kingdom of God. 
 
The main purpose of the Body and your gifts is to glorify God by building up the Body. That’s 
why they were given to us. We are to build up the Body of Christ, and you can’t build up the 
body if you’re not with the Body. You were not just made to believe. you were made to belong. 
 
For these reasons and many others, we belong in the Church. It’s the Temple, the place where 
we worship best. It’s the Bride, the place where we find transforming love week in and week 
out. And it’s the Body, our place of belonging. Do we really need the church? Absolutely we do! 


